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BY A LEADING CONSUMER MAGAZINE 


JUST GOT EVEN BETTER... 


ND HERE’S WHY 
A To achieve true engineering 

excellence, a camcorder must 
combine the most important and 
popular features with a sleek, 
attractive, ergonomic design at an 
affordable price. The engineers at 
Hitachi faced up to this challenge 
and were determined to deliver a 
definitive package at a price of 
under $1,000. The result is a true 
breakthrough — the VM-E58A. 

Here’s the inside story on how 

the engineers at Hitachi created 
this extraordinary camcorder. 


COLOR LCD VIEWFINDER 

The engineers at Hitachi 
determined through their research 
that camcorder users desire the 
accuracy of a color viewfinder. They 
increased the number of pixels to 
create a sharp vivid picture that 
allows you to see what you are 
shooting exactly as it is. This 
eliminates the need to keep looking 
over the viewfinder to check what 
you are recording. 


24X 200M 

Hitachi’s engineers have been 
pioneers in developing longer zoom 
ranges in order to allow you to get 


“closer to the action.” This year 
they have extended the lens to a 
12X optical system. Digital zoom 
further extends the range of the 
optical zoom system to an 
incredible 24X, while the instant 
zoom button magnifies any scene 
instantly an additional 1.5 times. 
And even with the more powerful 
optical lens system Hitachi 
engineers have been able to keep 
the minimum illumination 
requirements at 1 lux. So even in 
low light situations the VM-E58A 
will perform flawlessly. 


DIGITAL ELECTRONIC IMAGE 
STABILIZATION 

Last year Hitachi introduced 
the first Electronic Image Stabilizer 
with “angular motion sensors” in 
the number 1 rated VM-E55A 
camcorder. This year, Hitachi 
engineers have improved the 
system by applying new engineering 
advancements to make our digital 
EIS even better. Hitachi’s digital 
EIS can improve picture quality 
whenever you are walking, riding 
in an automobile, using high 
powered zoom or any other activity 
that causes your camcorder to 
be unstable. 


270,000 PIXEL CCD 

This extremely dense 
CCD enabled the engineers 
to employ an E.I.S. system 
that does not degrade 
picture quality when in use. 
Unlike other E.I.S. systems 
the engineers at Hitachi 
developed their CCD so that 
whether E.I.S. is engaged or not 
the image remains sharp. 





ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

The VM-E58A’s autofocus 
system uses a foolproof 
through-the-lens approach and its 
white balance and auto iris are 
both controlled by a highly- 
sophisticated artificial 
intelligence circuit. Its digitally 
programmed autoexposure system 
provides perfect pictures with 
pinpoint accuracy. 

The VM-E58A’s superlative 
performance is built into its chips, 
transport, electronic circuitry and 
optical system. This is Hitachi — 
Excellence in Engineering. 


For more information 
on the Hitachi VM-E58A, 
please call 1-800-HITACHI 
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Cat People (1982) * 0211003 
Falling Down * 1134006 
The Bear * 0599308 
Indochine * 1188903 
Manhattan Murder 
Mystery eas * 1189505 
On the Waterfront ___ 0162503 
Poetic Justice * 1189109 
Rollerball _* 0077008 
A Room with a View __0361501 
Runaway Train __* 1189406 
Arsenic And 
Old Lace ___ 0073502 
Coneheads = * 1179001 
History of the World: 
Part 1 * 0055707 
CLUB FAVORITES 
Cliffhanger * 1149301 
The Firm * 1154400 
Rising Sun * 1174804 
Sleepless in 
Seattle * 1154905 
Bram Stroker’s 
Dracula * 1102904 
Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day * 0233205 
Top Gun 0426908 
Unforgiven (1992) * 1084003 
Die Hard * 0367607 
Robotech 1 & 2 1146604 
Highlander 0382309 
Judgment Night * 1193101 
Home Alone * 0104208 
Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York __* 1104900 
Hot Shots is 0029108 
Hot Shots Part Deux __ 1176809 
Indecent Proposal * 1142009 
Rookie Of The Year * 1179803 
Sliver * 1147008 
Basic Instinct _* 1033208 
Pink Floyd: The Wall * 0258004 
2001: A Space 
Odyssey * 0844308 
Predator * 0364901 
Predator 2 _ * 0104307 
The Silence Of 
The Lambs * 0805309 
> Die Hard 2: 
§ Die Harder * 0041806 
£ Star Trek-The 
8 Motion Picture _* 0203505 
Q Star Trek Il- 
3 The Wrath Of Khan __* 0201301 
Star Trek ill-The 
‘Q Search For Spock _ * 0201608 
§ Star Trek IV-The 
8 Voyage Home * 0430603 
2 Star Trek V-The 
- Final Frontier * 0448605 
= StarTrek Vi-The — pit 
© Undiscovered Country * 1001007 
© MidnightExpress * 0150003 
The Secret 
Garden (1993) * 1188804 


Plus 1 More At Great Savings! 
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Here’s a great way to build a 
collection of your favorite movies — 
on laserdisc! Just write in the 
numbers of the 3 laserdiscs you 
want for $1.00 each, plus shipping 
and handling. In exchange, you 
simply agree to buy four more 
laserdiscs in the next two years, at 
regular Club prices (currently as low 
as $29.95, plus shipping/handling) 
—and you may cancel membership 
at any time after doing so. 


Free Magazine sent every four 
weeks (up to 13 times a year) 
reviewing our Director's Selection— 
plus scores of alternate choices, 
including many lower-priced laser- 
discs. And you may also receive 
Special Selection mailings up to 
four times a year. (That's up to 17 
buying opportunities a year.) 

Buy only what you want! If you 
want the Director’s Selection, do 
nothing-it will be sent auto- 
matically. If you prefer an alternate 
selection, or none at all, just mail the 
response card always provided by 
the date specified. And you'll always 
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BruceLee Story * 1150705 
Beetlejuice ___.0633008 
Forbidden Planet ____* 0844407 
Caddyshack __ 0602300 
Sommersby sé * 1120906 
The Prince Of Tides — * 0847103 
Fatal Attraction _ ___ 0439307 
Forever Young * 1104306 
Hamlet(1990) —————S—S—«<0 9700608 
Big __0367409 
Dangerous Liaisons * 0638700 
Logan’s Run _ ______* 0250704 
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Coo! World ___* 1084706 
Single White Female ————* 1061407 
Death Becomes Her _ * 1071505 
HowardsEnd > * 1102805 
Sneakers _* 1071604 
Deliverance 0607606 
Dead Calm ___* 0645200 
Born On The 

Fourth Of July #0489104 
Army Of Darkness * 1121201 


Jaws ____ * 0844605 








The Color Purple * 0630103 
Looney Tunes After 

Dark: Ghoul, 

GhostandGoblin  ———_—'1060607 
Robocop _ fie _0235002 
Blazing Saddles ___0001206 
The Exorcist _-=—————(0600304 
Monty Python's The 

Meaning OfLife (0523902 
The Haunting s 0268607 
Heart Of Darkness: 

A Filmmaker’s 

Apocalypse _ _1002500 
The Bodyguard * 1105907 



























































Star Wars * 0056408 A Few Good Men _* 1106301 
Return Of The Jedi + 0354704 The Abyss * 0881102 NEW RELEASES 
Striking Distance 1200708 Batman (1989) * 0642504 Addams Family Values * 1232701 
Backdraft * 0559005 Batman Returns ___* 1029909 Batman: Mask Of 
Alien 0000208 Bugs Bunny The Phantasm * 1238906 
= a jaz | age otimaconce + 1207307 
* 
Point Of No Return * 1127109 Chinatown * 0202507 : Bronelnis pre = 
Robin Hood: Far And Away * 1046507 eariess * 1207108 
Prince Of Thieves * 0976803 The Empire Of The Good Son 1198803 
The Wizard Of Oz 0001404 The Sun * 0633206 The Man Without 
Ghost * 0826008 A League Of A Face 1190909 
The Hunt For Thelr own : ea BYE00S Much Ado 
Red October * 0825000 Parca About Nothing 1208701 
Scentorn Woman SUIER Oe Animal House eee Last ActionHero —-* 1154086 
Eric Clapton: Field Of Dreams 0920306 : 
Unplugged 1038405 Lethal Weapon 0630806 Wizards 0734905 
Goodfellas * 0969808 Lethal Weapon 2 * 0642702 ; 
ET: Lethal Weapon 3 ___* 1051507 cp vapcy ae 
* 
The Extra-Terrestrial * 0681106 Man Who Would us ON espero 
i Be Kin * 0085803 The Last Of The 
Patriot Games * 1051309 i} Mohicans (1992) + 1071406 
Lawnmower Man 1014505 Groundhog Day * 1108406 reer a eae, 
Conan The A Perfect World * 1237205 
Back To The Future * 0211409 der Si * 1077908 
Back To The Barbarian 3 * 0220509 nee Siege _ fe 077908 
Future Il * 0921304 Fried Green petal "fe oa ‘isiaébh 
Back To The Tomatoes 1005404 eu eEL __10126 
Hook * 0854307 Watership Down * 0615005 
aul see i The Wild Ones + 0185405 
My Cousin Vinny 1033109 Raging Bull___ * 0050005 BeTHunder = TL La ONE on 
We're Back * 1206903 Passenger 57 * 1087709 Blue Thunder 0151704 
Dave * 1149400 King Kong M. Butterfly = * 1207208 
Hard Target * 1179605 60th Anniversary Edition 1021005 Visions Of Light * 1221407 
have 14 days to decide; if not, you HIST ASA SMT Rec 18) 523) = Ppeireotin satirist & , SIGED & AH To Et 
may return the selection at our ; Columbia House Laserdisc Club i 
expense. 1 Dept. J2Q, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 1 
Money-Saving Bonus Plan. If you ; Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement. As a member, | need buy only : 
continue your membership after ; 4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. i 
fulfilling your obligation, you'll be L Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus $1.50 each shipping and handling {total $7.50). 1 
eligible for our generous bonus ' L 
plan. It enables you to enjoy great ; i 
savings on the movies you want-for | Buy YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! ' 
ie i you decide to remain a 1 © Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.50 shipping/handling, which I'm adding to I 
member! : : 1 my $7.50 payment {total $28.95). | then need buy only 3 more (instead of 4) in the next 2 years. I 
10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We Hl send . Please Check How Paying: OC My check is enclosed A35/A37 . 
details of the Club's operation with j Charge my introductory laserdiscs and future club purchases to: A36/A38 1 
your introductory package. If not | MasterCard 2 Diners Club AMEX VISA 0 Discover I 
Satisfied, return everything within 10 | I 
days at our expense for a full refund | Acct. No. Exp. Date. - 
and no further obligation. 1 Signature H 
For fastest service, use your creditcard | Name ; 
and call us toll-free 24 hoursaday: I 
1 Address Apt. I 
1-800-538-2233 ist | 
J2Q 4 City State H 
os ( I 
ly, Entertaining | Zip Phone No. ( ) ; 
America... ! Do any of the following apply to you? (41) ! 
e One Person L Ol own a Personal Computer (1) 1 | own a PC witha CD-ROM (2) | plan to buy a PC with a CDROM (3) ‘ 
ata Time, ® I Noes acres applies 9 peste Laserdisc Club spembers Poly, bene ipa Liyegitest See rea | 
i the right to reject ip. imited to continental U.S. in 
LASERDISC CLUB REE cen nae ene one retry mance Oh ied ia eel Wierda 
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Video bashing in 
an age of PCs 








PC proselytizers seem to be taking bolder swipes than ever at the sup- 
posed obsolescence of television sets. We don’t mean PC as in 
politically correct, but PC as in the personal computers they predict 
will soon satisfy all our needs for entertainment. Just recently, Intel 
President Andy Grove used his keynote speech at a New York PC ex- 
position to wax poetic about the possibilities for computers. Fair 
enough, but full-page newspaper ads flogging Grove’s comments in the 
days that followed scorned those who think the info highway “will 
come through their TV” (even as they found it prudent to offer free 
copies of the speech on videocassette.) 

George Gilder, a Reagan-era supply sider turned techno-pundit, 
takes an even harsher view in his provocative new book Telecosm. Ac- 
cording to Gilder: “Computers will soon blow away the broadcast 
television industry.” Video rental and game giants like Blockbuster and 
Nintendo are “ballast from the past” whose businesses are only good 
“for the moment.” The Grand Alliance, the coalition of companies 
struggling to establish an HDTV standard, is pursuing a wrong-headed 
approach that represents a capitulation to “foreign TV interests” and a 
betrayal of the American computer and newspaper industries (Gilder’s 
big on newspapers). 

Computer makers, and their advocates, have a lot to be proud, 
even smug about. But all this video bashing is more smoke than nico- 
tine. The underlying assumption that television and home video are 
about to wither under an onslaught of chip-powered muscle machines 
is bunk. Will stronger, smaller, cheaper computers morph familiar pro- 
grams into new modes of amusement? Probably. The fallacy is that 
they will displace televisions. 

We've probably said it before, but here it is: New technologies 
don’t usually kill off older technologies, they settle in beside them to 
create independent markets and industries. People don’t stop liking 
television or renting videos just because they’ve learned how to swap 
emoticons. Sure, TVs will acquire deepening layers of silicon, and 
computers will increase their video friendliness. But the family set — 
whether it’s a tube, a flat panel or a projector; whether it’s in a living 
room, a bedroom or a home thater; whether it’s programs come off-air 
or from a cable, a phone line or a satellite — will outlive us all as the 
central engine of home entertainment. 


Feta 
} CoA LS 
Stan Pinkwas 

Editor 
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GVR-DD1: VH8 8mm/VHS video cassette recorder 


Introducing The Goldstar VH8" 
| The Ultimate Deck 


For 8mm camcorder owners, the Goldstar VH8 is a match made in heaven. Because it’s an 8mm tape player 
and a 4 head VHS video cassette recorder. 
But we ares the Goldstar VH8 to be more than a two-decks-in-one. It copies 8mm tapes onto 
7 economical VHS cassettes. It lets you edit out 
unwanted footage. And its flying erase heads 
eliminate noise for crisp, clean transitions. 
What's more, 8mm tape playback with the 
Goldstar VH8 reduces wear on expensive cam- 
corder heads, saving them to record more of 
life’s special moments. 
Quasi Hi8 DA 4 head VHS video cassette recorder So if you play 8mm and VHS tapes, take a 
plays all 8mm formats. with 181 channel tuner. look at the Goldstar VH8 video cassette recorder 
— it’s more than just a case of simple addition. 


GoldStar 


All The Qualities You’re Looking For 





See Your Local Goldstar Retailer. 
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FEEDBACK 


Last best hope 


I just finished reading July’s “Off the 
Air” about the things that drive people 
crazy, and noted the complaints about 
cable. Common sense says cable com- 
panies exist because we subscribe. As 
long as we complain and send money, 
they will do what they please. The only 
way to stop them is to stop subscribing 
for a month or two. They'll get the mes- 
sage. A disconnect is our only hope. 
Brian Nichols 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


What about privacy? 


One aspect of the 500-channel future I 
never hear about is the millions of tele- 
vision sets that will be monitored by 
central computer systems. They will, in 
effect, be bugged. Will the information 
gleaned from the information highway’s 
toll booths be the property of operator 
companies or available to the public? 
James Leatham, 
Chester, New York 


Just do it 


In “Born to be Wild” (May) Darlene 
Kellner is quoted by Scott Wasser as say- 
ing “Skydiving is not an easy sport to 
learn because you only get, at most, a 
minute of practice time each jump.” Yet, 
the following paragraph states, “Accord- 
ing to Kellner, skydiving is easy for the 





How to Jump: 
The camcorder is 
optional, the 
chute is not 








































Cable angst, 
test signals 
and skydiving 


average person to learn.” So before I 

strap on a parachute and jump out of a 

perfectly good airplane, I need to know, 
is the sport easy to learn or not? 

David L. Miller, 

Naperville, Illinois 


Reality bites 


Kevin Miller’s advice (“Home Theater,” 
June) about setting up your TV for the 
best picture overlooks the fact that the 
best setting for test signals may not al- 
ways produce the best picture with real- 
world source material. I find that laser- 
discs and broadcasts require distinctly 
different contrast and black level set- 
tings. A truly advanced television set 
would automatically memorize (and re- 
store) your settings for each input and 
for each channel. 
William Sommerwerck, 
Bellevue, Washington 


The Greenberg cure 


I enjoyed the April and May stories 
about THX and home theater. You 
ought to give Corey Greenberg a promo- 
tion or a raise. His irreverent attitude is 
an antidote to the standard too-serious- 
to-be-funny audio reviewer. I also liked 
your blunt assessments of THX and sur- 
round sound processors; they are a 
counterpoint to what we read in other 
magazines. The reference to the home 
theater amplifier that can’t clip due to 
the limitations of current household wir- 
ing made me laugh. 
William A. Mendoza, 
Tallahassee, Florida 


For the record 


“Call of the Wide” (June) incorrectly at- 
tributed two cinema modes to Pioneer’s 
SD-P5071K and SD-P4571K widescreen 
TVs. While both sets expand 4:3 pic- 
tures to fill the screen, neither has the 
Cinema I and II modes that enlarge let- 
terboxed prints to fill the screen. . 








Video Magazine welcomes ‘your comments. 
Address queries to Feedback, Video 
Magazine, 460 West 34 Street, New York, 
NY 10001. 
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Harman Kardon’s Festival 500 Intelligent Music System 


Music is in our soul. 


Harman Kardon is one of the 
many worldwide companies which 
forms Harman International. 

Our distinctive companies 
include Harman Kardon, JBL, Infinity, AKG, 
Lexicon and Soundcraft. They share a 
single, compelling passion. Music. 
It is the soul of each. 

And each of our companies 
is equally passionate about making 
that music more available and 
more accurate. That’s why we’ve 
created high quality, intuitive 
sound systems — easy to set up — 
even easier to use. 

Festival is one such product. 
SoundEffects by JBL and Epsilon 
by Infinity are other products 
which reflect the same perspective, 
although each does a different job. 

Harman Kardon, JBL, Infinity, AKG, 
Lexicon and Soundcraft share the pas- 
sion and share the fundamental 
objective of all Harman compa- 
nies: to reproduce music flawlessly, 
to make the products easy to use 
and lovely to look at. 

Music and the soul. A great 
way to make a living. 

Intrigued? Then please call us 
at 1-800-422-8027. 


harman international 
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HDTV goes desktop 


After nearly a decade’s research 
into HDTV by some the world’s largest 
labs, a tiny company may be about to steal 


their thunder. The Duck Corp., based in 
New York City, recently demonstrated 


what it says is the world’s first HDTV pic- i 


ture displayed by a plain, off-the-shelf per- 
sonal computer. It also demonstrated the 
first full-motion, broadcast-quality video 
on a standard PC running Microsoft Win- 
dows and Video for Windows. 

Both demos looked as impressive as 
Duck promised. They were conducted 
with software only and required no special 
computer hardware, other than a Pentium 
PC costing less than $2,000. The HDTV 
demo ran video at about 800 lines of TV 
resolution in a progressive scan mode. But 
a spokesman said the resolution could be 
increased with a more powerful computer. 
Its image quality was comparable to recent 
HDTV demonstrations on special equip- 
ment costing thousands of dollars more. 
Duck President Stanley Marder boasted 
that June 23, the day of Duck’s debut, 
“will go down in the annals of computing 
history” as the day a computer first bested 
a TV set in video quality. 

The key to Duck’s breakthrough is a 
new compression algorithm called True- 
Motion S, written by Duck partners Dan 
Miller and Victor Yurkovsky over a four- 
year period. The compression scheme is 
scalable across major platforms, including 
DOS, Windows, Sega and 3DO. A Mac- 


intosh version is scheduled for release at 
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Back to the Future: Rod Taylor, Alan 
Young and the restored Time Machine. 


ONCE UPON A 
TIME MACHINE 


im e.was 
clearly not on the 
side of the Time Ma- 
chine, the legendary 
film prop used in 
George Pal’s 1960 
sci-fi adventure of 
the same name, 
based on the H.G. 
Wells book. 

The fantastic in- 
vention—a Victo- 
rian-era concoction 
combining a barber’s 
chair, a large revolv- 
ing disk, a crystal 
control lever and a 
toboggan-like 





base — was sold at auction with other MGM heirlooms for $10,000 in 1970. 
The buyer put it in the back of a truck and traveled around the country, char- 
ging people to see it. A few years later, it mysteriously appeared, in shabby 
condition, at an Orange County thrift shop. Bob Burns, a makeup man, mem- 
orabilia collector and friend of the late Pal, brought it to his Burbank home 
and, with the help of industry associates, restored the machine to pristine 





form. 


The Time Machine: The Journey Back is a loving, 48-minute tribute to Pal, 
the prop’s reconstruction and the film. It’s hosted by Time Machine star Rod 
Taylor who also appears in a new scene with costar Alan Young that’s sure to 
draw goosebumps from The Time Machine’s legions of fans. 

The Time Machine: The Journey Back is available for $19.95 from 7th Voy- 


age Productions; phone 818-890-0307 for further info. 


the company, surpasses the capabilities of 
MPEG-2 compression and costs less to im- 
plement. Its key feature, said Duck, is a 
unique intraframe non-DCT (discrete co- 


Media Player - ESL_DUK4.AVI (stopped 





—Irv Slifkin 


sine transform) algorithm that offers bet- 
ter quality and editable video. Every frame 
is complete —there are no predicted 
frames. 
Duck also has a new interactive me- 
dia engine that lets developers create vid- 
eos with advanced interactivity. Duck 
demonstrated video images of products 
that could be turned full circle and exam- 
ined in close-ups by viewers manipulating 
a computer mouse. Such technology 
could be used for anything from interac- 
tive shopping to video games. In fact, 
game giant Sega has said it will incorpo- 
tate Duck’s technologies into future Sega 
gear, and Crystal Dynamics, another 
gamemaker, also plans to use Duck com- 
pression in its game and multimedia titles. 
—Frank Beacham 


Why a Duck? High resolution video images on a PC 


using Duck Corp.'s TrueMotion compression. 
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Pal Joey: Gl’s new 
interactive cable box 


The set-top battle begins 


The battlefield in the war for con- 
trol of the information superhighway will 
be the top of your TV set. Whoever suc- 
ceeds in creating and broadly distribut- 
ing a set-top box that receives digital 
video and audio signals and sends inter- 
active commands back should enjoy 
staggering profits and considerable clout. 

And the first salvo has just been 
fired. At the Summer Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show in Chicago, cable-box and 
satellite-receiver giant General Instru- 
ment unveiled Joey, which GI calls a 
“set-top modular television concept.” 
Joey —a box the size of a VCR — tunes in 
cable and broadcast video signals, and 
sends and receives data through tele- 
phone lines and serial ports. It can in- 
corporate a descrambler for pay cable 
channels, or decompression hardware 
for receiving compressed digital signals. 

If Joey takes off, it could revolutio- 
nize the TV business. Because Joey in- 
cludes a tuner and all the whiz-bang 
features offered by today’s high-end 
TVs —like pic- 
ture-in-picture 
and onscreen 
menus —all you 
need is a bare- 
bones video mon- 
itor. (TV manu- 
facturers we 
spoke to at CES 
were predictably 
cynical about 
Joey, citing their 
own failed at- 
tempts to market 





QUOTE OF , 
THE MONTH 





consumers will be the projected cost. 
That’s right, the consumer — not the ca- 
ble company — will have to shell out the 
bucks for this box. 

GI's idea is that Joey’s flexibility will 
allow the box to be quickly reconfigured 
to accommodate any programming 
services the consumer wants, thus sav- 
ing the expense and hassle of swapping 
out cable boxes, switching between mul- 
tiple set-top boxes, and buying a new 
TV just to get the latest features. Will it 
work? We'll find out if and when GI actu- 
ally markets Joey. 

—Brent Butterworth 


Highway fever 


Video’s lanes on the informa- 
tion highway keep widening. Here are 
three projects that have been launched 
just since last month’s feature on the 
subject, “Hope, Hype and Reality.” 

e AT&T and Silicon Graphics will 
jointly develop products to deliver inter- 
active TV services to homes. Allied as 
Interactive Digital Solutions, the com- 
panies hope to 
make it easier for 
phone, cable and 
other networked 
systems to offer 
movies-on-de- 
mand, shopping 
services and vid- 
eogrames. 

e ATST will 
also soon begin 
offering video 
services to com- 
panies that run 


component TV —REED HUNDT, toll-free 800 num- 
back in the ’80s.) FCC chairman, at hearing about bers. Since con- 
One hurdle for the ag eaagta sumers who wish 








TIMESHIFT 


TEN YEARS AGO IN 
VIDEO MAGAZINE 


“In Chicago, McCormick exhibition 
hall exuded conspicuous consump- 
tion. Yes, we're talking digital dy- 
namics. Overheard on day one: ‘We 
just don’t get involved with an- 
alog’...Videocassette recorders are 
selling in Moscow electronics stores, 
according to West German tourists. 
We’re not sure what format it is, but 
it's Russian built and has the trade- 
mark Electronika WM 12. The VCR 
sells for about 4,200 rubles, approx- 
imately seven months wages for the 
average Soviet citizen...Panasonic 
reportedly has 
been quietly de- 
veloping a large 
flat-screen TV 
(LSFT, you heard 
it here first) in its 
research labora- 
tory. The screen 
of a working 
prototype is said 
to measure 10 
feet across (di- 
agonally)... 
Michael Jackson 
goes Japanese, SEPTEMBER 1984 

at least on the Thriller tape. The 
tape has sold 750,000 copies world- 
wide....Fisher prepares itself for the 
oncoming age of stereo broadcast 
television with two new TVs that are 
genuinely stereo-ready, with the 
broadcast stereo decoder built 
in,..Pioneer may offer its Laser 
Video Jukebox as early as this 
month. The most unusual feature is 
the Karaoke option, a favorite with 
the Japanese. B 





a 
Preston HORY, 


Lange Serman ty, 
A Bian eqn! 


ie 
Aacrioncs to netatent ENancewr 





to see pictures of products they want to 
order will need their own slow-speed 
digital phone lines, businesses will be the 
first to employ the service. 

e American Telecasting, the coun- 
try’s largest wireless cable TV company, 
Zenith Electronics and a quartet of oth- 
er wireless cable companies have joined 
forces in the race to build digital video 
networks. A key goal of the new Wire- 
less Cable Digital Alliance is to develop 
technology that will let consumers re- 
ceive up to 300 channels of video on 
wireless devices, like handheld cellular 
receivers. 
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WHY BUY 
HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SPEAKERS? 








“Great loudspeakers make great sys- 


tems come alive. The loudspeaker is the 
only component that actually produces 
the sound we hear. Given the quality of 
digital sources and available amplifica- 
tion, increasing the loudspeaker budget 
nearly always provides the most 
demonstrably audible improvement.” 


Chris Browder, B&W Loudspeakers, 
President of AAHEA 


“High performance loudspeakers 
reveal so much more of the sound- 
track’s detail, dynamics, and impact 
that the listening experience becomes 
much more lifelike, involving, and 
enjoyable. It’s like bringing the per- 
formers into your home.” 

Jim Thiel, THIEL 


“In their pursuit of perfection, dedicat- 
ed audio manufacturers have devel- 
oped high-fidelity loudspeakers with 
performance capabilities far beyond 
movie theater standards. We believe 
that the accuracy and realism of these 
speakers can significantly improve A/V 
systems. Speakers that realistically 
reproduce an orchestra and a singer 
will also realistically reproduce film 
effects and dialog.” 


Richard Vandersteen, 
Vandersteen Audio, Inc. 


THE ACADEMY 
FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT 





This column is presented by The Academy for the Ad- 
vancement of High End Audio (AAHEA), an organiza- 


tion dedicated to the recognition of excellence and the 


promotion of greater awareness of high end audio. 






CONTACT AAHEA AT 
TEL: 207-929-5505¢ FAX: 207-929-5506 











HOLLY- 
wood’s most re- 
quested video 
release has fi- 
nally been giv- 
en the green 
light, 63 years 
after its pre- 
mier: Snow 
White and the 
Seven Dwarfs will make its historic de- 
but on videocassette and laserdisc on 
October 28. 

Disney’s first feature cartoon, 
which has had nine big-screen releases 
seen by six generations, and has re- 
cently been fully restored, will come 
out in both standard and limited-edi- 
tion collector's sets. The latter will add 
a documentary on the making of the 
film, an illustrated book and 10 litho- 
graphs of original theatrical posters. 
Standard editions will be priced at 








Seventh Heaven: Snow White is finally out on tape and disc. 


$26.99 for VHS and $29.99 for CAV 
laserdiscs; collector’s editions at 
$79.99 for VHS and $99.99 for CAV 
laserdiscs. 
e 
GoldStar appears poised to join Pan- 
asonic in marketing 3DO machines. 
The company showed a prototype at 
the Summer Consumer Electronics 
Show in Chicago, and says it plans to 
introduce the player in the U.S. this 
year. Sanyo also showed its prototype, 
but has not announced any marketing 
plans. But don’t expect the increase in 
3DO manufacturers to bring new ca- 
pabilities to the system. A 3DO repre- 
sentative told us that all 3DO 
machines will be functionally identi- 
cal—only the styling and prices will 
differ. 
e 

CES also saw the exhibit of two new 
ways to watch CD-based interactive 
software. First, Philips showed a proto- 
type of a combination CD-I player and 








20-inch TV set. It plans to sell the unit 
in Europe this year, and may bring it to 
the U.S. next year. 

Second, Digital Interactive Sys- 
tems showed a CD-ROM player with 
an integral sound board and a VGA- 
to-NTSC convertor. The company 
says it will play PC-compatible CD- 
ROMs, audio CDs, Photo CDs and 
Video CDs on any standard TV set. 
The device is essentially a TV-top 
computer —inside are a 486 processor 
with four megabytes of RAM and a 
200-MB hard drive. The company 
plans to ship the product by late sum- 
mer this year, for $1,600. 


° 

HDTV VCRs are now available in the 
U.S. But unless you just have to be the 
first on your block to have one, don’t 
run for your checkbook — you probably 
won't find much use for the VCRs, be- 
cause they’re designed to record and 
play the MUSE an- 
alog HDTV signals 
now being broadcast 
in Japan. The decks 
use JVC’s W-VHS for- 
mat, an HDTV ver- 
Sion Of S- Virlo . 
They’re being sold by 
Captain of America, a 
New York-based 
HDTV production 
company, for $10,000 
each. 

Right now, there 
are not many uses for 
an HDTV VCR in 
the U.S. Since HDTV 
broadcasts, laserdiscs 
and camcorders are not yet available 
here, buyers of W-VHS machines 
probably won’t be able to do much 
HDTV recording for a while. And of 
course, you can't watch an HDTV pic- 
ture on a normal set—you need at 
least a data-grade video monitor. How- 
ever, the decks also record NTSC pro- 
grams and play VHS and S-VHS tapes. 
Captain says it will sell prerecorded 
W-VHS cassettes at $50 and up. 


e 

Bell Atlantic has become the first 
phone company to win a green-light 
from Washington for the right to offer 
cable TV. Over fierce cable industry 
opposition, the Federal Communica- | 
tions Commision approved a Bell plan | 
to wire 38,000 homes in Toms River, 
New Jersey for interactive TV services. 
Bell says it will offer up to 80 channels 
at prices significantly less than compa- 
rable cable charges. Dozens of other 
TV projects by phone companies are 
still pending before the FCC. a 
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-VIDEO MAGAZINE, January, 1994 


“Deep bass without the aid of big, expensive amplifiers. 
Sounds panned from side to side as smoothly 
as their corresponding tmages flew across the screen.” 
-SOUNDA IMAGE, Summer, 1993 


“We quickly discovered what a difference the right 
sound system can make! The subwoofers added tremendous 
excitement to the movie watching experience.” 
-POPULAR ELECTRONICS, January, 1993* 
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“Cerwin-Vega produces a powerful and taut sound. 
The impact can be especially felt in the midrange, which will 
pound you with rotor blade sweeps from Apocalypse Now.” 
-SATELLITE ORBIT, June, 1993 


CERWIN-VEGA SENSURROUND! HOME THEATE 
Turnit up: 


©1994 Cerwin-Vega, Inc. SenSurround® is a registered trademark of MCA Systems, Inc. For more information 
or a full-color brochure, please write to us at Cerwin-Vega, 555 East Easy St., Simi Valley, CA 93065, or call SO5-584-9332 
*Reprinted with permission from Popular Electronics Mag ze, January 1993 issue. © Gernsback Publications, Inc., 1993 
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# IMAGINE How Easy A CAMCORDER WOULD BE 
IF fr WASN'T STUCK TO YOUR FACE. 
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4 CAMCORDERS * LCD VIDEO PROJECTION SYSTEMS 





SHARP 

















VIEWCAM 


Imagine a camcorder so innovative it has a big 


ic 






color LCD view screen, instead of a tiny black 
ie i der. imagine lee that pivots 

. instead of being locked in one place. Imagine 
rder that you hold comfortably away from 


- your face, so you have the freedom to shoot and 







still be part of the action. 


You'd be able to do things you've never been 





able to with a camcorder before. You'd be able to 





shoot easier—from any position, any angle—even turn 
the view screen and put yourself in the picture. And 
you'd be able to get those shots you'd probably miss 
if you were squinting through a tiny viewfinder. 
The Sharp Viewcam is the first camcorder to let 
you to do all this and more. 
Then, with the view screen and the built-in 


speaker, you can instantly play back everything 


5 
gory 


py jc! 
color, all the detail, and all the sound. signe 
y ANY 


you ve just shot. No matter where you are. All the 










What's more, no other line of camcorders com- 
bines such an incredible view screen with advanced 
features like digital image stabilization, snapshot 
and strobe effects, Hi-Fi stereo and more. Plus only | 
the Sharp Viewcam has an optional TV tuner to turn 


it into a personal, go anywhere TV and VCR. 





The Sharp Viewcam. It's the new movement in 
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VIDEO ANSWERING MACHINE 

JVC's GR-SV3 Systemax Entertainment System 
($1,099) brings the concept of an LCD viewing 
screen to VHS-C. The three-inch color viewfinder 
can be left in place or raised to an upright position 
on top of the camcorder body. You can also use 
the LCD to leave video messages, indicated by a 








status light, that can be retrieved in the manner of 
an answering machine. The SV3 features a 3x 
zoom lens, Instant Reshoot and QwikPix, which lets 
you automatically shoot takes no longer than five 
seconds each. A clip-on TV tuner is available as an 
option. (For additional information info, circle 110 
on your Reader Service Card.) 



























POCKET PROTECTOR 
Photoco's LensPen ($10) is a lens cleaning sys- 
tem that incorporates a high-quality brush and a 
special cleaning pad. If you can't keep 
your fingers off your lens, this is a 
product to consider. A twist- 
up brush whisks away loose 
particles while the flexible, 


chamois-leather pad cleans SONY’S PALETTE 
fingerprints from the lens. The cap contains a Sony's new KV-32XBR96S Trinitron ($2,599) is 
Pepin coe nnn oi manufac- a 32-inch model featuring a dark-tint screen, a 
braid Salas Nasr epee Digital Intelligent Color Pure Filter to minimize 
electrostatic charges or distortion, and Program Palette presets that 
the lens. (For additional control different categories of programs, like 
info, circle 109 my ine movies, sports, music, news and games. You 
Reader Service Card) can also divvy up viewing time with dual-tuner 
picture-in-picture—it allows you to watch an ad- 
ditional show without using an external tuner or 


KLOSS ACT : i VCR. Another feature adjusts picture levels for 
The New Ensemble III by Cambridge SoundWorks ($329) is a less costly Ensemble subwoofer-satel- ambient room lighting. (For additional info, cir- 
lite speaker system designed by Henry Kloss. It is an ultra-compact system consisting of a pair of cle 104 on the Reader Service Card) 





1/2-inch two-way satellite speakers (measuring 4-1/2 by 6-1/2 inches) and a small subwoofer. At this 
price Cambridge says there is but a small sacrifice in power handling, efficiency and deep bass reach 
and that it is a genuine two-way design. Hook-up wire and wire-cutters are thrown in free of charge. 
(For additional info, circle 102 on the Reader Service Card) 


BRIGHT IDEA 

Hitachi's new VT-F482 ($449) is a four-head, hi-fi VCR that has VCR Plus and an illu- 
minated remote, which may make it a desirable addition for late-night TV junkies. A # 
remote jog/shuttle system can move the tape fast, slow or frame by frame. It also includes instruc- 
tional menus in English, French and Spanish. Audio/video dubbing, a synchro-edit jack and audio 
level meters complete the package. (For additional info, circle 103 on the Reader Service Card) 
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P.nasonic introduces the 
WJ-AVE7 Digital Video Mixer. 
With Luminance Keying and over 
100 special effects, it makes your 
videos especially effective. 

Think of the new Panasonic 
WJ-AVE7 
Video 
Mixer as 
a way to 
turbo- 
charge 
your imagination. Dual PIP 

Its sophisticated technology lets 
you do almost anything you can 
imagine at a price that's so afforda- 
ble it's unimaginable. For instance, 
its Luminance Keying feature lets 
you alter reality by superimposing 
video images. Its auto take feature 
creates flawless transitions, auto- 
matically. Add dual picture-in-pic- 
ture, a color corrector, over 100 
digital effects, a built-in audio 

mixing board and the optional 
video titler, WJ-TTL7, and 
this Panasonic Video 
Mixer lets you do 
almost anything 
you can 
conceive. 
And 
unlike 
other sys- 
tems, the 
WJ-AVE7’s 
digital synchronizer 
lets you dissolve or wipe between 
any 2 NTSC signals. 

And our AV Mixer can do even 
more—to find out how much more, 
speak to your nearest Panasonic 
Dealer, at 1-800-365-1515, 
ext. 333. i nee 


simulated. 


WJ-AVES 


Panasonic’ 


just slightly ahead of our time.® 

































COMMANDING VIEW 

Sima’s Infrared Editor and Audio Mixer ($279) is intended to simplify home edit- 
ing. By adding infrared sensors to functions controlling editing and source VCRs, 
it eliminates the need to control the decks manually. It also features two-touch 
editing—touch it once and it lines the decks up, twice and it completes the edit. 
A built-in stereo audio mixer lets you add music and a microphone allows narra- 
tion. (For additional info, circle 106 on the Reader Service Card) 


DRY EYE 
Sharp’s Sports Pack 
($419) provides outdoor 
protection for your View- 
Cam. It can be used in 
all types of conditions, 

winter or summer, and 
is water resistant. 
Controls on the out- 
F side of the Pack 
F operate the ViewCam, 
y and a window provides 

a clear view ot the LCD 
screen. (For additional 
info, circle 108 on the 
Reader Service Card) 


SPEED OF LIGHT 
The Mongoose Analog Optical Transmitter and Re- 
ceiver for video ($369), with Cobra Fiber Optic 
Cable ($62.50 first meter, $5 each additional meter) 
is the first fiber optic cable system for conventional 
home A/V equipment. Using durable jacketting, the 
fiber optic eliminates the noise, interference and at- 
tenuation associated with wire cable. According to 
Mongoose, it eliminates the need for digital conver- 
sions, which introduce jitter and information loss. 
The transmitter plugs into components like CD 
players, VCRs and tape decks and converts their 
output to an optical signal. A receiver converts the 
signal back to an electrical impulse. (For additional 
info, circle 100 on the Reader Service Card) 


ADD SOME MUSCLE 
The B.I.C. V-12 powered 
subwoofer ($699) incorpo- 
tates a high-performance 
12-inch long-throw woofer 
in a vented enclosure, and 
comes with a companion 
amplifier. It is designed for 
home theater enthusiasts. 
Rated at 100 watts, it can 
be hooked up to the out- 
puts of any surround sound 
receiver. You can buy the 
amplifier separately ($399), 
and add some power to an 
existing system. (For addi- 
tional info, circle 105 on the 
Reader Service Card) 





PERFECTLY FLAT 

Toshiba's CX35D70 ($2,799) 35-inch TV offers four-channel 
Digital Sound Processing, Dolby surround Sound and a built- 
in Cyclone ABX sound system that Toshiba says enhances 
bass performance. A Color Temperature Selection control al- 
lows you to select the overall “warmth” of the image. Toshiba 
also says that the new FST Perfect picture tube gives the 
CX35D90 the flattest color picture tube in the industry and al- 
lows wider viewing angles and less distortion. (For additional 
info, circle 107 on the Reader Service Card) 
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JVC TAKES TELEVISION 
TO THE MOVIES 


Introducing JVC Widescreen TV. 
Sit back, relax and enjoy the show. Whatever the source — from regular TV to letterbox laserdiscs — 
JVC's NV-55BX4 makes it look like, sound like, feel like you’re at the movies. How? With a huge 55" 16:9 
format super widescreen that shows movies the way they were 
meant to be seen; three widescreen display modes including 
JVC’s exclusive Panorama mode that lets even regular TV 
broadcasts fill the widescreen; Theater Status function that turns 
overly bright video into lush, soft, film-like pictures; and a Dolby” 


Pro Logic® sound system that thunders across the room and 


whispers in your ear. No other big screen, no other widescreen, 


no other television can do what the JVC NV-55BX4 can. Its not just 


television anymore. It’s television that takes you to the movies. 


JVC 


JVC COMPANY OF AMERICA 
DIVISION OF US JVC CORP. 


Simulated television picture. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 











These may be the golden days of home 
theater. Check out any online consumer 
electronics forum, and you'll see argu- 
ments about dipole surrounds vs. direct- 
radiating types, bass in the surround 
channel, the upcoming digital surround 
format (or formats), and dozens of other 
topics. 

One day, we may have solid answers 
for many of these questions, and home 
theater won’t be nearly as much fun to 
talk about. For now, though, inventive 
manufacturers are coming up with their 
own approaches to home theater 
sound — approaches that may not be ex- 
actly “by the book,” but that solve the 
problems of more conventional systems. 














Acoustic Bubble: The 250 system—a subwoofer (center), a center speak- 
er (lower left), two square surround speakers and two main speakers. 





BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 





address complaints that movie sound 
systems can’t sound good for music, and 
vice versa. The company’s 150 system 
(“Shootout in Surround,” Mar. 93) defi- 
nitely sounds great for both movies and 
music, but at only $899 list, it had little 
serious competition. The new 250 sys- 
tem lists for about $1,450 —a price range 
in which we've found plenty of attrac- 
tive options, including speakers from 
Cambridge SoundWorks, NHT, Cerwin- 
Vega and others. 

Can Atlantic Technology meet the 
competitive challenges of a higher price 
bracket? To cut a long story short: Yeah. 
But the 250 system differs so much from 
its competitors that you need a thorough 
technical explanation 
to appreciate its ad- 
vantages. 

The most unusual 
aspect of the 250 sys- 
tem is its $279 253C 
center speaker, which 
has its own set of 
tone controls. These 
let you tailor the re- 
sponse of the center 
speaker to compare 
or contrast with the 
main speakers. That’s 
right — contrast. At- 
lantic recommends 
rolling off the highs in 
the center speaker for 
two reasons: to coun- 
ter the X-curve 
equalization (treble 
boost) used in many 
movie soundtracks 
and to expand the 
soundfield. Reducing 
the highs in the cen- 
ter draws the lis- 
tener’s attention 
toward the sides 


more room-filling 
sound. 

This directly 
counters the home 
theater maxim that 





One such manufacturer is Atlantic 
Technology, which was one of the first to 
introduce a dedicated home theater 
sound system, back in 1990. With all of 


its systems, Atlantic has attempted to 





the front three speak- 
ers should match. And yes, pans across 
the front three Atlantic speakers don’t 
sound as smooth as they would with a 
matched system. But I think the bene- 
fits— more natural-sounding dialog, and 


slightly, for a bigger,. 





Atlantic Technology’s 
250 system—home theater 
speakers for movies & music 


a more theater-like sound —are well 
worth the compromise. (You can also 
buy the 253C separately and use the 
controls to approximately match your 
existing speakers.) 

Rolling off the highs in the center 
accomplishes much of what THX-certi- 
fied surround decoders do with their re- 
equalization circuits. But leaving, as At- 
lantic does, all the highs in the 251LR 
front left and right speakers preserves 
more of the detail in ambient sounds 
and soundtrack music than the video- 
oriented speakers I’ve tried, which tend 
to have recessed highs. 

Atlantic’s $299/pair 254SR surround 
speakers borrow one of the best parts of 
THX — the dipolar design that creates a 
diffuse, realistic soundfield. The 254SR 
design uses one driver for low frequen- 
cies, and two mid/high-frequency driv- 
ers, which are wired out of phase. 

The 254SR speakers can be 
mounted on Atlantic’s $99/pair stands, 
but we liked them best when mounted 
five or six feet high on the wall. You can 
even mount them in the wall, so that 
only the grilles stick out. Like the stands 
and the 251LR speakers, they’re also 
available in white. 

The $569 252PBM powered sub- 
woofer ranks with Energy’s $550 AS90 
and NHT’s $600 SW2P as one of my fa- 
vorite affordable subs. I didn’t find it as 
punchy as the AS90, but I found its 
somewhat fuller sound better suited to 
much of the program material I tried. It 
can be used in powered or passive 
modes. In the powered mode, the sub 
gets all the juice from the integral 90- 
watt amp, and you power the satellites 
with a receiver or another amp. In the 
passive mode, 40 watts goes to the sub 
and 40 more to each 251LR, and you can 
take advantage of the front-mounted 
bass and treble contols. 

The 252PBM has low-pass crossover 
points at 80 and 120 Hertz, but use 80— 
120 is lame because it makes the sub eas- 
ier to locate, and usually makes the bass 
tubbier. There’s no high-pass crossover 
for the satellites —they get a full-range 
signal. I’ve found this scheme usually 
helps sats blend better with subs. The 
drawback is that the satellites can’t han- 
dle as much power as if you high-passed 
them, but that’s no problem here — the 

continued on page 112 
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"DESIGNED AND ENGINEERED IN LONDON/LOS ANGELES 
PRODUCED TO AMC INT'L QUALITY STD 
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CD, Tuner, 2 Audio Tape Loops, 2 VCR Tape Loops, Laser Disc, Video Inputs, Sub woofer crossover, 





Designed from the REAR to the front, our product team 


— 
R PA considered every simple and complex hook up needed 
\AMC.. : : : We 
Home for a serious Dolby Pro Logic pre-amplifier. Actually 
Entertainment : eo e 
Center we designed it for ourselves, the most critical com- 


ponent necessary to put together a great Home Theater. Then we 
designed a remote control, so simple, that even your parents could 
use it. We took a look at those super theater systems and built in 
some of the same professional features like Sound Pressure Level 
(SPL) matching. 


We added specifically-designed amplifiers and a powered sub 


woofer, small yet powerful enough to rattle your windows. Together 


these components are called System 2. We think our 25 years of 
passion and experience paid off. 

Here are a few serious design reasons why our 

System 2 should be your Home Theater choice.. 

1, System Building Flexibility so unusual it guarantees your long term 
entertainment needs are met no matter how many components you 
buy. 


2. Exceptional Audiophile Circuits offering high resolution (clear 


sound) with a dynamic range of greater than 115 dB (Enough to play 


the 1812 Overture loud). 
3. Dolby Time Link Technology recently patented plus newly devel- 


oped micro processors for steering sound effects to your speakers. 


AMC Home Entertainment Centers are a part of the AMC H.O.M.E. Automation Series 





“Dolby” and the Did Symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 


6 Channels of output with individual adjustment. What a rear! Take a look at the rest... 





4, Dynamic Range Greater Than 100dB in Pro Logic combined with 

our Dolby circuit's super low distortion (listen to the center channel 

speaker) the dynamics are immediately felt. 

5. Distributed Power using two audiophile quality amplifiers deliver- 
ing 270 watts across your three front speakers with 45 watts for each 


surround speakers. 





6. Low Distortion Bass delivered by our powered sub woofer using 
our unique Negative Output Impedance 
Amplifier circuit produces clean bass 
response down to 30Hz @ 102 dB, 


7. Matching Sound Pressure Level Exactly 





for all six speakers is practically automatic 


using our external microphone and built- 





in SPL meter. 

There’s so much more to cover, why not go 
down to your nearest AMC Dealer and bring 
your favorite movie or give us a call direct, at 
1-800-321-6390. Find our for yourself what 


our System 2 is all about and ‘stn & 


Check out our rear. 


System 2 


[el Bacar someon 


™ 


P.O. Box 80584 / San Marino, California 91108 
FAX 818-799-6541 


Weltronics Corp. 
TEL 818-799-6396 


Circle 8 on Reader Service Card. 
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If you’ve got a full surround-sound 
speaker array —left, center and right 
channel speakers up front, and a pair of 
surrounds to the sides of the listening 
couch—you need to make sure all the 
speakers are exactly balanced in level to 
each other. If your speaker levels aren’t 
calibrated for this, every movie sound- 
track you hear will have its perspective 
distorted —and you won’t be able to 
hear all the care that went into creating 
the delicate balance of music, effects 
and dialog. 

Your surround receiver's or proc- 
essor’s instruction manual probably said 
you could set these levels by ear. 
WRONG! That gets you into the ball- 
park, but you’re still sitting with the 
bleacher bums. Instead, go to Radio 
Shack and buy its $32 sound-pressure 
level meter (catalog number 33-2050). 
Every surround receiver/processor with 
Dolby Pro-Logic capability has an inter- 
nal test tone generator which sends a 
few seconds of pink noise through each 
of your system’s speakers, one at a time. 
The Radio Shack meter will tell you 
which speakers need to be turned up 
and which need to be turned down until 
they all play the pink noise at exactly the 
same level. 

Radio Shack also has a digital-read- 
out version of the SPL meter for 30 
clams more that’s chock full 0’ cool fea- 
tures like peak hold. But us civilians 
don’t need that, and most pros I know 
actually prefer the original model with 
the wigglin’ needle because it’s easier to 
read at a distance than the squinty little 
LCD display. And if you have to adjust 
your processor's levels at the processor 
itself while the meter sits across the 
room at the listening seat, this’ll make 
all the difference in the world. 

Here’s how to calibrate your speaker 
levels. Start the test tone sequence and 
go back to your couch (or wherever you 
normally sit when you watch movies). It 
helps if you’re sitting dead center be- 
tween the left and right speakers. Set 
the Radio Shack meter’s range to the 
80-decibel position, the weighting 
switch to C, and the response to slow. 

While holding the meter steady at 
arm's length in front of you with the mi- 
crophone pointed straight up toward the 
ceiling, adjust your system's master vol- 
ume so that when the pink noise is com- 
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Level Best: 


Balancing Act: 


Using an SPL meter 
to set surround levels. 


ing from either the right or left channels, 
the meter’s needle registers 0 dB. The 
pink noise should be going from speaker 
to speaker —first the left, then center, 
then right, then both surrounds, then 
back to the left, etc., staying with each 
position long enough for you to get a 
reading of each speaker's individual level 
and adjust it up or down. 

Most processors allow these level ad- 
justments to be performed from the re- 
mote. The ones that don’t require either 
a friend to help you or some kind of 
stand for the meter so you can adjust the 
levels over at the processor. When the 










Radio Shack’s sound- z 
pressure level meter. i 














pink noise moves to the center and sut- 
round speakers, adjust their levels up or 
down until the meter stays on 0 dB, no 
matter which speaker the noise is com- 
ing from. And that’s it—once all the 
speakers play at 0 dB on the pink noise, 
they’re all precisely matched in level to 
each other. 

If you’re running a subwoofer in your 
home theater, it needs to be balanced to 
the rest of the speakers as well. In this 
case, forget about using an SPL meter. 
Listening rooms cause so many frequen- 
cy response lumps in the bass range that 
measuring the sub’s level at one frequen- 








cy—or even at several points along its 
range — can often give subjectively bass- 
heavy or bass-shy sound if you try to set 
the sub with the meter to exactly the 
same readout as the other speakers. Try 
listening to voices—Connie Chung is 
my personal fave, and it’s got nothing to 
do with daydreams involving sexy lin- 
gerie and feather dusters—and turn the 
sub’s level up to the point where the 
voice sounds too bassy. Back off just un- 
til the voice sounds natural, and your 
sub's level should be right on. 

Once you calibrate your speakers’ 
levels, it’s a good idea to turn the sys- 
tern's volume down to the normal level 
you'd listen at and measure the speaker 
levels again. You'll probably have to set 
the SPL meter’s range knob to a lower 
setting when you do this. If your speak- 
ers are still matched in level, cool man 
cool. But some surround processors and 
receivers don’t have very good tracking 
between the channels as you raise and 
lower the master volume, so if your sys- 
tem goes out of whack when you lower 
the volume, you should calibrate it at 
the level you’re most likely to use in- 
stead of the arbitrary 80 dB reference 
level discussed earlier. 

There is a “correct” level for home 
theater sound. It’s called Dolby refer- 
ence level. Some processors, including 
all THX-certified models, have internal 
test tones set so that the SPL meter 
should read 75 dB. If you're not sure 
what your receiver/processor’s test tone 
levels are, you can use the -20 dB test 
tone from a test CD, and calibrate your 
system to 85 dB. If you don’t have a test 
CD, calibrate your system so that the 
loudest sounds in an action movie hit 
about 105 dB. Although these methods 
give you the same levels used in movie 
sound mixing, you may find the level too 
loud for your taste. Trust your ears — 
here, the “right” level is the one that 
lets you enjoy your system the most. 

Once you correctly calibrate your 
home theater’s speaker levels, the 
soundfield should snap into focus, allow- 
ing you to hear the dialog, music and 
surround effects without difficulty. The 
finest Steinway will sound like a toy pi- 
ano unless it’s tuned properly, and so will 
your home theater, so calibrate your 
speaker levels and get the best sound 
your system can deliver. 2 
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Basic editing, whether it’s for videotape, 
film, audio or even articles and books, 
does more than just cut out the “bad 
parts” from your material. It also shapes 
material so it flows smoothly, and tells a 
story to the audience in a clear, enter- 
taining fashion. By applying a few simple 
rules, you can make your videotapes a 
pleasure to watch. 

While edit controllers, video mixers 
and titlers help make your finished pro- 
duction look more professional, they’re 
not necessary if all you need to do is a 
simple edit. If you have a camcorder, a 
VCR with a flying erase head and a TV 
set, and if you know how to set up for 
basic dubbing (your camcorder manual 
has instructions), you have everything 
you need for basic video editing. 


PREPARATION 

Before you start to edit, view all the 
footage you intend to use in your final 
production. Jot down on a piece of paper 
the tape counter number where each 
shot on the tape begins, and where there 
are any problems or places where some- 
thing important happens within the 
shot. This list is known as a footage log. 

Using your footage log as a refer- 
ence, write on a second sheet of paper 
what shots you want to keep, in what or- 
der you want them to appear, roughly 
how long you’d like them to run, and 
where you want 
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Cutting class: 
The basics of 
video editing 


the next shot to begin. This is known as 
a paper cut. Paper cuts will be very use- 
ful once you actually sit down to edit 
your tape, They serve as a written re- 
minder of how you want to tell the story. 


EDITING TERMS 

In the editing process, the VCR or 
camcorder that has the tape of raw foot- 
age (the “camera original”) you want to 
edit is called the source deck, while the 
VCR that contains the tape you’re edit- 
ing to (the “edited master”) is called the 
record deck. The point on your edited 
master where you end one shot and start 
another is called an edit point. 

All videotape formats contain a sig- 
nal called the control track, which must 
remain unbroken for your tape to gener- 
ate a clean, stable video signal. Glitches, 
like color shifts or scrambled signals at 
the edit points, are often the result of 
the control track being interrupted in 
some way. (In 8mm and Hi8, the control 
track is part of the video track, and is 
much more difficult to damage.) 

To minimize glitches, professional 
editing equipment generally rewinds 
both the camera original and the edited 
master for five seconds prior to an edit 
point, then plays both tapes forward to 
give them a sort of running start called a 
preroll. Some consumer editing equip- 
ment can do the same thing. 

Even if you're not 
using an edit controller, 
you can do something 
similar to a preroll by 
backing your camera 
original up 10 seconds 
behind the start of the 
shot you want, then 
playing it for seven sec- 
onds before you take 
your record deck out of 
pause. Your edited mas- 
ter, meanwhile, should 
be paused about three 
seconds before where 
you want the next shot 
to start, since it gener- 
ally takes that amount 
of time for your record 
deck to grab on to the 
signal once you take it 


Makin’ a List: 
A footage log. 





out of pause. Three seconds is just an es- 
timate, though—with some decks, it 
may be only one or two. You'll have to 
try it on your deck and see. 


COMMON PROBLEMS 

As you edit your videotape, keep an 
eye out for the following problems: 

@ Snow in mid-tape: This is the result 
of trying to cut a new scene in on the 
very last frame of an old one, or trying to 
insert a scene in the middle of existing 
footage without using insert edit. Both 
will interrupt the control track. The 
tape suddenly switches to snow for a few 
seconds, then reluctantly returns to the 
action. You can avoid this by prerolling. 

e Shots starting in the middle of the ac- 
tion: This happens when your camera 
original starts up too late for the record 
deck to grab all the footage you want. 
Again, prerolling your tapes will correct 
the problem. 

@ Tape stretching glitches: A common 
cause of glitches at your edit points is 
the edited master being stretched be- 
cause it’s been in pause too long. Most 
VCRs circumvent this problem — which 
usually appears as flagging at the top of 
the picture — by automatically shutting 
off after a few minutes in pause. But you 
shouldn’t rely on that alone. If it’s going 
to take you more than a minute or two 
to find the next shot, stop your editing 
VCR. 

e Jump cuts: These usually occur 
when there’s footage in the middle of a 
shot that you want to cut out, but you 
want to keep the material on either end. 
Simply cutting out the offending mate- 
tial, especially if you didn’t change the 
camera angle significantly after the mis- 
take happened, causes a “jump” in the 
action, which is jarring to the viewer. 

To avoid jump cuts, find material 
that relates to what's being seen in your 
footage (like a shot from another angle, 
or a reaction from someone else to 
what’s going on) that you can add to 
cover the cut. These cover shots are 
called cutaways, and they’re frequently 
used in movies. 


“NOT THE TELLER, THE TALE” 

A good editing job should simply 
“tell the story,” and not call attention to 
itself. 1 don’t mean to denigrate the rap- 
continued on page 92 
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You could have high performance tires, the best paint 
job and a fine leather interior, but if your engine is weak so 
is your car. The same is true for your home theater system. 

You have a great TV, and a great stereo but it’s not 
complete without a good engine, the VCR. Now with the 
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HR-VP710 


HR-VP710 you can have all the power and quality that JVC 
has to offer. 

So, don’t compromise your system with an under 
powered engine choose the HR-VP710 from JVC and 
experience the true potential of your home theater. 


Technically Perfect. Perfect ey e. 


= © Hi-Fi VHS Stereo with MTS © Flying Erase Head/Insert Edit/Audio Dub 
© Hi-Spec Drive © Variable Audio Record Level Control 


¢ Instant ReView © Dual Audio Level Meters 
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Paul Ginther, President of The 
Ginther Group, discusses video 
accessories for 3M Black Watch. 





Why is it important to clean 

your VCR's video heads? 

Like most items that we take for 

granted, we don’t react until we 
have a problem. This is especially 
true of VCRs. Video head contamina- 
tion is insidious. Debris builds up 
slowly and ultimately both the audio 
and video signals are no longer toler- 
able. This can be avoided with peri- 
odic head cleaning. 


What is the best way to clean 

video heads? 

The best way is to have a quali- 

fied technician do a thorough 
cleaning. When that’s not possible, 
we suggest that you use a “magnet- 
ic based” video cleaning system. All 
3M Black Watch head cleaners work 
on the principle of super impregnat- 
ing a high intensity, aqueous head 
cleaning agent on a magnetic medi- 
um similar to videotape. It’s simple 
to use, safe, fast, and won’t damage 
your equipment. Most hardware 
manufacturers that make a recom- 
mendation on user head cleaning 
recommend magnetic-based head 
cleaners. 


What separates high-end video- 
tapes from standard-grade ones? 


You get what you pay for holds 

true for most videotape. In a day 
when retailers are selling T-120s for 
less than $2, you know that you're not 
getting the same high-quality tape 
that was around just a few years ago. 
Most manufacturers have cut costs. To 
cut costs, most have cut quality. Not 
3M. Black Watch products are quality 
controlled at the highest quality level 
assurance that 3M has to offer. The 
consumer should look for the process 
that the manufacturer uses to assure 
quality. Test your current brand of 
choice with others. Always buy the 
best tape your pocketbook can handle 


when you want to archive a tape. 
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[}: it possible to retrofit a VCR with 
a flying erase head? . 

Paul Wilkinson, 
Washington, D.C. 


ARS it’s not. Given the similarities in 
mounting hardware within a spe- 
cific format, you certainly could add a 
new video head assembly that contained 
a flying erase head. But what would you 
connect it to? It’s not just the flying 
erase head that provides the seamless, 
noise-free edits between scenes. Sup- 
porting circuits would also have to be 
added to control signal timing, tape 
backspacing and (on most VHS cam- 
corders and VCRs) synchronization 
with the full-erase head. Full-erase 
heads aren’t found on any 8mm prod- 
ucts made after about 1986. These rely 
entirely on the flying erase head for tape 
erasure, as do a few newer VHS-C cam- 
corders. 

When you consider the difficulties, 
the task becomes so daunting, even for 
an experienced technician, that the idea 
of retrofitting becomes vastly impracti- 
cal. Buying a new VCR or camcorder al- 
ready equipped with a flying erase head 
is more cost-effective in the long run. 


I have two JVC HR-6700 VCRs. 
When I perform insert edits, the 
normal audio track remains untouched, 
but the hi-fi track is interrupted. Since I 
do music videos, is there any way I can 
add something to my system that would 
allow me to keep my hi-fi track during 
insert editing? Can the Panasonic 
AG-1970 VCR keep its hi-fi track during 
insert editing? Demetrius S. Butler, 
Woodbridge, Virginia 


vs video and hi-fi audio signals 
are both recorded using rotating 
video heads. The audio gets recorded 
first, followed by the video, which over- 
lays this “depth audio” layer. The mon- 
aural audio track (which can be in 
stereo on most professional and indus- 
trial VHS decks, as well as on a few old- 
er consumer VHS models) is recorded in 
a longitudinal stripe along the top edge 
of the tape. Only this linear audio signal 
can be overdubbed on the original tape 
without disturbing either the hi-fi audio 
track or the picture. But since the video 


BY RODERICK WOODCOCK | 


Flying erase 
heads, insert edits, 
laserdiscs 


and hi-fi audio comprise a sort of elec- 
tronic sandwich, you can’t replace the 
hi-fi audio without also affecting the 
video. 

The easiest way to do what you want 
is by making a dub of the original tape, 
mixing the master audio (be it linear or 
hi-fi) into one signal and re-recording it 
as a hi-fi signal onto this second-genera- 
tion tape. Obviously, you'll lose a video 
generation by doing so, but the resulting 
tape will still contain a linear audio 
track of the same mixed signal. This can 
still be overdubbed if you wish (possibly 
adding narration), but the new hi-fi au- 
dio becomes embedded once again. 

The only variation on this process 
came from JVC, which once offered the 
ability to record a hi-fi audio signal be- 
fore adding the video, which was then 
recorded on top of the audio in a second 
pass. This feature is in its discontinued 
HR-S10000 VCR. But the feature had a 
dubious utility, since the usual practice 
is to sync new audio to existing video, 
not the reverse. 


[i]: friend told me to get rid of my la- 

serdisc player because it is going to 
be discontinued. Is this true? 

Antonio Patino, 

Mexico City, Mexico 


AG he was referring to laserdisc as a 
video format, your friend is seriously 
misinformed. While laserdiscs don’t en- 
joy the broad popularity of VHS tape as 
a movie medium, it has a following of of- 
ten zealous laserphiles who support it 
with disc purchases, not simply rentals. 
Laserdisc is a minority format, but those 
who have seen the (laser) light recognize 
that it’s currently the only viable medi- 
um for serious movie buffs, since it deliv- 
ers better audio and video than tape. 
Perhaps your friend was just suggest- 
ing that your particular laserdisc player 
might be discontinued. That’s certainly 
possible, since new models come out all 
the time, often at prices comparable to 
VCRs. More people might embrace the 
format, if dealers would give them the 
chance to fairly evaluate it. Unfor- 
tunately, it’s rarely demonstrated to the 
best advantage at the bigger stores or 
| chains, which emphasize VCRs. ] 
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I’m sure there must be some Le Carre 
fans out there who taped the BBC ver- 
sions of the three Smiley spy stories star- 
ring Alec Guiness that played on PBS 
during the mid-’80s: Tinker, Tailor, Sol- 
dier, Spy, The Honorable Schoolboy and 
Smiley's People. Also, one of my favorite 
guilty pleasures of the ’70s is the movie 
Candy, written by Terry Southern. It 
starred, among others, Ringo Starr and 
Marlon Brando and has never been re- 
leased on video although it sometimes 
appears on late night TV. I would be 
happy to reimburse all expenses for good 
VHS copies. John Mistretta DDS2135 

McLendon Avenue 


Atlanta GA 30307 


I'll cover expenses for a good quality 
VHS or Beta tape of any of the following 
1950s movies (Cameron Mitchell is in 
each): All Mine to Give (1957), The View 
from Pompey’s Head (English title Secret 
Interlude, 1955), Death of a Salesman 
(1951 with Frederic March), Face of Fire 
(1959), Flight of Mars (1951), Garden of 
Evil (1954), House of Bamboo (1955), In- 
side the Mafia (1959), Monkey on my Back 
(1957), Outcasts of Poker Flat (1952), 
Pony Soldier (1952), Pier 5, Havana 
(1959). Sandy Perkins 
1516 Prospect Boulevard 

Waterloo IA 50701 


For many years I’ve been searching for 
the following: a Hedda Hopper Special 
(1963 approx.) with Marion Davis, Tal- 
lulah Bankhead in a Lucy Show, a fine 
print of Letty Lynton (1932) with Joan 
Crawford. I’m also looking for MGM's 
Dawn of Sound and a color version of 
Eddie Cantor’s Roman Scandals. I'll glad- 
ly defray any cost. Fred Santon 

158 Kern Street 4 

Salinas CA 93905 


I am searching for some hard-to-find 
tapes of the films of Maria Montez: Co- 
bra Woman, Arabian Nights, Tangiers, 
Sudan, Pirates of Monterey, Sirens of At- 
lantis, Thief of Venice. Will reimburse ex- 
penses. James Sheehan 

Myrtle Street, 7C 

Adams MA 01220 


I am looking for good VHS copies of the 
1992 Country Music Association Awards, 
plus the Sept. 15, 1993 telecast of Now 








Searching for 
Lucy, Lucia 
and Le Carre, 


and the March 1993 telecast of Austin 
City Limits, both featuring Mary Chapin 
Capenter. I will supply tape and reim- 
burse all expenses. Jeff Davis 
7 Haskells Road 

Piseco NY 12139-9702 


I am looking for a good quality VHS 
copy of Lucia Di Lamermoor live from 
the Metropolitan Opera (1993). 
Reon Wadsworth 
66 Helen Avenue 
Blasdell NY 14219 


When I was a little kid, I remember lov- 
ing a show called The Banana Splits. I 
will gladly pay any expenses for a good 
VHS copy. Tony Pierce 
3300 Glenhurst Avenue 
Los Angeles CA 90039 


I’m looking for any and all episodes of 
the 1973-4 sitcoms The Diana Rigg Show, 
the TV movie In This House of Brede and 
any Diana Rigg guest appearance on 
award shows, talk shows, etc. Will com- 
pensate expenses. Holly Kidder 
8138 Tidal Road 

Norfolk VI 23518 


I’m looking for a good VHS copy of the 
TV movie In This House of Brede starring 
Diana Rigg. It was on TV about 15 years 
ago. It was the best movie I’ve ever seen 
on network television! Willing to pay all 
costs. Roz Robertshaw 

49 Warren Avenue 

Tiverton RI 02878 


The man I love is desperately trying to 

buy a copy of The Beatles —Let it Be on 

VHS. It isa documentary on the making 

of the album. Help me make a surprise 
gift for him. Will reimburse expenses. 

Wendy Rouech 

6638 Griffore Drive 

Saginaw MI 48604 


Send those requests for hard-to-find tapes to 
Collector’s Clearinghouse, 460 West 34 
Street, New York, NY 10001. Video Maga- 
zine DOES NOT locate tapes; this is a 
reader-to-reader service only, so please do 
not send a self-addressed envelope. Requests 
for copyrighted material must be for person- 
al use only. You may offer to reimburse ex- 
penses, but the Clearinghouse is not open to 
requests for the purchase or sale of tapes. 
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2516 Cobb Parkway 
Smyrna, GA 30080 


Ph 1-404-955-8909 
Fx 1-404-984-2173 
24 HOUR FAX 
10:00- 7:00 EST MON - FRI 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DISCOVER 
AMERICAN EXPRESS 
C.0.D. - CHECKS 
* CONTINENTAL U.S. ONLY - UPS GROUND 
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VIDIKRON LCD PROJECTOR | 


By Brent Butterworth 


We've only seen a couple 
of LCD projectors that 
can compete with tube- 
type projectors: a $12,000 
data-grade model from Sharp, and Phi- 
lips’ $6,500 LC-1000, which uses a dou- 
ble-line addressing system (which is 
similar to a line doubler). Although we 
tested an LC-1000 prototype three years 
ago, Philips was unable to bring the pro- 
jector to market until recently, as a 
professional model. Now Vidikron has 
introduced a new version of the LC-1000 
called the Crystal One, which has cir- 
cuit modifications to make it consumer- 
friendly. 

The Crystal One is unbelievably easy 
to set up. Just plop it down on a shelf or 
a high stand, hook up a video source and 
connect an antenna or cable, and turn it 
on. Use the remote control to zoom so 
that the picture fills the screen, adjust 
the feet at the projector's rear so that 
the image lines up with the screen ver- 
tically, then use the remote again to fo- 
cus the lens. That’s it—a five-minute 
procedure. 

Like Sharp’s LCD projectors, the 
Crystal One uses a high-powered bulb, 
three LCD panels (one each for red, 
green and blue) and dichroic (color- 











splitting) mirrors to create a color video | 








image. Vidikron includes a spare bulb, 
which you can install yourself. The met- 
al-halide bulbs last 2,000 hours. 
Tube-type projectors need to be con- 
verged regularly, so that the images from 
the three tubes line up properly. You can 
make simple convergence adjustments 
yourself, but picky viewers need to call a 
technician every year or so to get their 
tube projectors recalibrated. LCD pro- 
jectors don’t need to be converged be- 
cause the LCDs are fixed in place, but 
even so, some LCD projectors don’t 
continued on page 40 


SPECS AND 


Method of Tuning: 
MEASUREMENTS 


programmable scan on 
set. scan plus direct 
access on remote 


Broadcast Tuning 
Range: 2 to 13, 14 to 69 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
44 Ibs., 8 x 22 x 15 
inches 


Cable Tuning Range: 
122 channels—2 to 13, 
A-1, A-2. A-6 to A-8, A to 
|, J to W, W+1 to W+84 
Power Consumption: 300 
watts average, 350 watts 


peak; 100-140 volts AC Ramate Control; 


IR wireless with multi- 
brand control of VCRs 
Screen Size: 40 to 140 and cable boxes 
inches diagonal 


Aspect Ratio: 4:3 Inputs: front—S-video/ 


video/stereo audio input: 
rear—S-video/stereo audio 
input. BNC video/stereo 
audio input, BNC RGB/ 
sync/video/stereo audio in- 
put, RF input 





Speaker Size: 
one 3-1/2-inch 


Type of Tuning: 
frequency synthesis 








VIDE 


PROJE 


PRICE: $7,995 





V-RATING: 





PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER MONITOR/RECEIVERS. 


Outputs: BNC video/ster- 
eo audio (loop-through of 
input 1), S-video (loop- 
through of S-video input), 
spring-loaded clips for 
stereo speakers, 12 VDC 
to operate screen, 1/4- 
inch front headphone jack 


Internal Audio Amplifier 
Power: internal speaker— 


10 watts: external—stereo, 


10 watts/channel 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
450 lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
luminance 54, video 54, 
chroma AM 64, chroma 
PM 63 





Screen Brightness: 
varies with screen size 


Color Temperature: 8,750 
Kelvin center-screen 


Accuracy of Colors: 3 
(average) 


Audio Frequency Re- 
sponse: line out 20 Hz-20 
kHz, +0.5/-0.2 dB; speaker 
out 200 Hz-1 kHz, +/-3 
dB, -14.3 dB at 20 Hz, 
+4.6 dB at 20 kHz 


Audio S/N; line out 68 
dB, speaker out 42.3 dB 


Total Harmonic Distor- 
tion: line 0.04%. speaker 
0.2% 
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CANON Hi8 CAMCORDER 


Seem e eee s essere eressseseseesseseee 


By Stewart Applegath 


When a new line of cam- 
corders appears, it is hard 
not to have high expecta- 
tions. When Canon ar- 
tived to show us the new ES-1000, I was 
initially quite taken with its sleek styling 
and simplified setup. It is intended to be 
the top end of a new line, and to replace 
the UCS5 (‘Videotests,’’ Nov. ’93). 
Canon seems to be trying to carve out a 
new place in the market for a high-end 
camcorder that is simple enough to at- 
tract less affluent users. It both succeeds 
and fails in this attempt. 

On the ES-1000, a Hi8 model, Can- 
on goes with a shape reminiscent of 
Sony’s TR line of camcorders. There’s an 
integral four-watt video light, which is 
becoming a common sight on small cam- 
corders. The ES-1000 also includes a 
color viewfinder, four auto exposure pre- 
sets, stereo sound and an optical image 
stabilizer. 

It would seem Canon intended to 
lay things out so that operating the cam- 
corder would be intuitive. Some of the 
camera control buttons are large and 
easy to manipulate. Canon has dis- 
pensed with the viewfinder menu sys- 
tem, and as a result, the camcorder 


/48 





BTART/STOP: 











gains simplicity but loses versatility. At 
the same time, Canon made some of the 
controls maddeningly small, illegible or 
hard to locate, and has further made 
some controls difficult to operate. More 
about this later. 

A sliding panel toward the back of 
the ES-1000 reveals more of the func- 
tions Canon has left to manual con- 
trol—buttons for shutter speed, a 
character titler, tally light/remote con- 
trol sensor on/off, counter reset and au- 
tofocus on/off. 

Like Sony, Canon is going the way of 
exposure presets — sports, portrait, spot- 
light (for dramatic lighting situations) 
and sand-and-snow, in addition to the 
catch-all auto setting. These controls 
are on a large rotary control on the low- 






PRICE: $1,900 
V-RATING: 
























PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 

1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER S-VHS/Hi8 CAMCORDERS 

























Multiburst pattern showing ES-1000 recorder sec- 
tion frequency response, which is good for for Hi8. 


er side of the lens. Canon has given 
shutter control more priority — the 
ES-1000 has manual settings up to 
1/10,000 of a second. Though Canon has 
included a backlight function, I would 
prefer a manual iris over shutter control. 
A pleasant surprise for me was the 
autofocus. It’s probably the fastest I have 
used — you can hardly perceive any lens 
movement, there’s no hunting and the 
accuracy is exhilarating. I only no- 
ticed the autofocus working 
when I moved from the near- 
continued on page 43 
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STUDIO MAGIC DESKTOP 
VIDEO PACKAGE 


By Timothy Liebe 

To date, desktop video’s 
biggest stumbling block 
has been the relatively 
high cost of the compo- 
nents. The least expensive of the “studio 
on a card” systems, Matrox’s Personal 
Producer, lists for $1,995, and even 
something as basic as a titler generally 





om PRICE: $499 
V- RATING: V\ 








BETTER — 


PICTURE 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER VIDEO EDITING PRODUCTS. 


runs about $800, including genlock 
card. 

Seeing a market niche to be filled, 
Studio Magic Corp. has targeted its ini- 
tial product, the $499 Studio Magic for 
Windows, at the home and small-busi- 
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The Studio Magic interface screen; showing pre- 
view windows, controls and the effects menu. 





ness video user. Studio Magic is intend- 
ed as an inexpensive, all-purpose desk- 
top video device —it can grab frames 
from video, perform wipes and fades, 
generate and overlay titles, create spe- 
cial effects and perform simple keying. 
The Studio Magic card, which fits 
into one 16-bit slot on your 386/25 or 
better Windows computer, is extremely 
easy to install—less difficult, in fact, 
than putting in an internal fax/modem. 
A set of thorough, well-written instruc- 
tions (both in the manual and on an en- 
closed training videotape) takes you 
through each step of installation, from 
opening your computer to resetting the 
card in case of a conflict, and copying 
the Studio Magic software onto your 
hard disk. Because it requires no addi- 
tional connections to your video card, 
Studio Magic ensures ease of installation 
| and minimizes the potential for system- 





| halting setup errors. Studio Magic Corp. | 











SPECS AND cable, Introduction to Stu- 
MEASUREMENTS | dio Magic videotape. 
Studio Magic software, 
manual 
RESULTS 


Size: fits standard 16-bit 


expansion slot on PCs 
Horizontal Resolution: 


560 lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 57.7. 
weighted video 60.2. 
chroma AM 65.7, chroma 


Remote Control: comput- 
er keyboard and mouse 


Inputs: video, S-video 





Output: video PM 49.9 
Accessories: S-video to | Accuracy of Colors: 
composite video adapter ' very good 


deserves high marks for taking the terror 
out of “cracking the hood” of your PC. 
Given its low cost, it should come as 
no surprise that the Studio Magic is 
rather limited in its applications. For ex- 
ample, there’s no way to cut or mix be- 
tween two external video sources, even 
though the Studio Magic card possesses 
two video inputs. Also, the output of the 
card is composite only, although one of 
its inputs will accept S-video signals. It’s 
obvious from both the manual and the 
training tape that the Studio Magic card 
is intended to do a good deal more than 
it currently does. The beta version I re- 
ceived has a few software bugs, which 
Barry Rubin of Studio Magic Corp. as- 
sures me are in the process of being 
fixed. (Anyone possessing an early ver- 
sion of the Studio Magic software will 
receive the software upgrade in- ; 





continued on page 44 




























Save $2.00 





Every dollar you spend on XLO/VDO™ cables for home entertainment™ can actually make 
more of a performance difference than THREE dollars spent on other system components. 


That's like saving TWO dollars for every ONE dollar you spend. 


Top quality cables from XLO/VDO (recognized as "The Best in the World") let you enjoy all of 
the performance your Home Theatre or A/V surround-sound system can deliver. 


XLO/VDO cables are the best, smartest, and most cost-effective way to make real improve- 
ments to your system's sound and picture, without major component changes. 


XLO/VDO is the only brand of cables that lets you buy every cable you need (audio, video, 
digital, loudspeaker, and even true 75 ohm antenna cable) for a complete home entertain- 
ment system from a single, fully integrated product line—all engineered to work perfectly 
with your system and with each other. 


eam EO ee 4 
| 


' Save Another $2.00 | 


Visit your authorized 
XLO/VDO dealer today! 


Ask your authorized dealer about XLO/VDO cables and give him 
this completed coupon. He'll give you TWO BUCKS OFF YOUR 


PURCHASE OF ANYTHING AT ALL FROM ANY MANUFACTURER. 


Name 


| 

| 

| | 
4 F »/ VDO 1 Teele gsi cE Ne A Ne ! 

| | 

| | 

| | 








9480 Utica Street, Suite 612 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 
Phone (909) 466-0382 
FAX (909) 466-3662 


Telephone 


Mr. Dealer, XLO Electric Co., Inc. promises to pay you $2.00 plus 50 cents handling for each 
completed coupon that you send us. Only one coupon may be redeemed per customer. Offer is 
not valid outside the continental United States, and expires December 31, 1994. XLO Electric 
Company, Inc., 9480 Utica Street, Suite 612, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91370. Tel (909) 466-0382, 
Fax (909) 466-3662. 
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PANASONIC VHS VCR 

By Timothy Liebe 

At first glance, Pan- 
asonic’s new VHS four- 
head PV-4464 might be 
mistaken for an editing 
VCR. With its shuttle dial, front-panel 
inputs and large, complicated-looking 
remote, you might be forgiven for as- 
suming that it would also possess flying 
erase heads and audio/video dub capa- 
bility, which it doesn’t. But don’t be too 
disappointed — it might not be able to 
edit tapes, but it does offer some of the 
best VHS images we’ve seen. 

The 4464 is one of the higher-end 
models in Panasonic’s VHS line, with a 
street price of around $425. While lack- 
ing the editing features of its more ex- 
pensive cousin, the PV-4466, both share 
the Dynamorphous heads and advanced 
noise reduction features that appear to 
be responsible for the extremely sharp, 
clear picture the 4464 offers. 

Both units also offer Panasonic’s 
SQPB S-VHS quasi-playback feature. 
This allows you to view S-VHS tapes on 
standard VHS machines at VHS resolu- 
tion. While not quite as good as viewing 


S-VHS tapes on an S-VHS machine, 





‘VHS VCR 


eccecece 


PRICE: $549 
V-RATING: 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 
oO 1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE 
FOR OTHER VHS VCRs 


the SQPB feature, coupled with the 
4464’s superior VHS picture, results in a 
barely noticeable loss of quality. 





The 4464 also offers VCR Plus with 
cable box control. Virtually all brands of 
cable boxes can be programmed to ac- 
cept commands from the 4464 through 
infrared transmitters built into the front 
and top right side of the VCR. This fea- 
ture is extremely useful if your cable 
company uses the current generation of 
addressable cable boxes, which require 
you to route all your channel switching 
functions through the box instead of 
through your VCR. 

The 4464's remote control is, given 
the unit’s rather basic features, more 
than a little daunting. At 10 inches long 
and possessing a flip-up panel with addi- 
tional controls, it looks like it would be 
more at home on Star Trek than control- 
ling your VCR. 

To its credit, the remote does boast 
limited universal capability, allowing you 
to operate many brands of TVs and ca- 
ble boxes as well as your VCR. This is 
fortunate, since the 4464 (like some 
other decks) doesn’t respond to the con- 
trol signals of certain third-party univer- 
sal remotes. 





Other features that the 4464 offers 
are slow-motion playback, manual over- 
tide of the digital autotracking (which 
works both in play and still mode), re- 





Multiburst pattern showing video frequency re- 
sponse of PV-4464, which is typical for VHS. 





mote control of two separate Panasonic 
VCRs, and a shuttle ring on both the 
unit itself and the remote. 

Like many Panasonic VCRs, the 
4464 also offers several different search 
features, such as zero search, where the 
machine stops at the point where the 

continued on page 45 








SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
9.7 Ibs., 3-1/2 x 16-7/8 x 
11-1/2 inches 


Power Use: 23 watts 


Jacks; front—video/stereo 
audio input; rear—video/ 
stereo audio input and 
output, RF input and out- 
put 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP, EP 
Video Heads: 4 
Cue & Review Search: 


locking/non-locking 9x SP, 
15x LP, 27x EP 





Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 4-1/2 min. for 120- 
minute tape 


Edit Protocol: none 
Timer Backup: 4 hours 


Remote Control: IR wire- 
less with multibrand cable 
box and TV control 


Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: VISS index 
search with auto mark and 
bidirectional search for up 
to 99 marks 


Audio; linear mono, hi-fi 
AFM stereo 


Tuning Method; 
frequency synthesis 





Channel Selectors: 
programmable scan on 
VCR, scan plus direct 
access on remote 


Preset Method: 
auto program and manual 
add/delete 


Cable Tuning Range: 2 
to 13, 5A, A-5 to A-1, A 
to |. J to W. AA to EEE, 
65 to 94, 100-125 


Timer: 8-event/1-month 


Key Features: 

VCR Plus with cable box 
conrol, shuttle dial, frame 
advance, slow motion, 
speed play 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
240 lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 46.4 SP, 
45.6 LP, 44.4 EP: weight- 
ed video 51.2 SP, 50.8 
LP, 49.8 EP, chroma AM 
49.3 SP, 46.5 LP, 44.7 
EP; chroma PM 42.2 SP, 
39 LP, 41.3 EP 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi—20 
Hz-20 kHz, +0.1/-2.8 dB; 
linear (-3 dB)—75 Hz-10 
kHz SP, 80 Hz-5 kHz LP, 
75 Hz-4 kHz EP 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
85.7 dB 


Linear Audio S/N: 
42.3 dB 


Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
0.3%, linear 0.9% 
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Wide Wide West. 


RCA Ceedecreen The Television Made for Movies. 


At last, A television that’s as big as all outdoors, With RCA CinemaScreen TY, the new state of 
the art 16 x 9 screen gives you the same panoramic view you used to find only in the theatre—or 
out on the lone prairie. And with Split Screen, you can even watch two prog ams side-by-side. Plus, 
top features like Dolby* Pro Logic Surround, INVAR shadow mask and progressive scan deliver gill 
quality sound and images, Experience RCA CinemaScteen for yourself. And see what happens when 
the picture isn't fenced in. : iDialveimectielaele al ewatere nia Lt Ey] | 
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JVC S-VHS-C 
CAMCORDER 


By Stewart Applegath 


When it comes to palm- 
sized camcorders, one 
might accuse some Video 





included — of being Sony-wonks. Let’s 
face it, Sony has produced some of the 
finest models of this type. However, 
JVC's new GR-SZ7 S-VHS-C camcord- 
er makes this much less a one-sided 
competition. 

At $1,599, the GR-SZ7 is loaded 
with features. Few of them are window- 
dressing. In addition to the electronic 
stabilizer and color viewfinder, it puts 


CC, 


PRICE: $1,599 
V-RATING: 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 
0 1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER S-VHS/Hi8 CAMCORDERS. 


together a staggering number of produc- 
tion effects, transitions and utilities. 
Though it also has its share of flaws, 
when considered in context of the whole 





Magazine editors — myself 
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package, they are relatively easy to live 
with. 

The GR-SZ7 has more manual con- 
trol than J have seen on any current 
camcorder. There are many, many spe- 
cial-effects possibilities: fades, dissolves, 


SPECS AND Fader: to black, white, 
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mosaics, a cinema (letterbox) mode, a 
classic film mode (which letterboxes 
with a flicker effect), sepia, video echo, 
slow shutter (at three speeds), strobe, 
monotone (black-and-white) and more. 

There are three main mode settings: 


Fast Forward/Rewind finder 350 lines; recorder 





ZOOM 








MEASUREMENTS 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
1.8 Ibs. without battery 
and cassette, 4-1/2 x 
4-1/8 x 7-3/8 inches 


Power Use: 6 volts DC. 8 
watts 


Image Sensor: 1/3-inch 
CCD, 560,000 gross 
pixels 


Lens: {/1.2, 10x (5-50mm) 
two-speed power zoom 


Filter Diameter: 46mm 


Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 1 inch at wide- 
angle, 33 inches at tele- 
photo 


Focus: contrast-type TTL 
auto with auto macro, 
switchable to manual with 
rotary knob control 


Iris: auto switchable to 
manual with onscreen in- 
dicator. plus AE/effect 
modes for snapshot. mo- 
tor drive. cinema, classic 
film, strobe, slow shutter, 
video echo, monotone, 
sepia, sports and twilight 





mosaic or black-and-white, 
plus wipe transitions for 
slide, door, scroll, shutter 
corner, dissolve and auto 
select 


Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60 (normal), 1, 1/6, 
1/15, 1/250-1/500 


White Balance: auto with 
options for manual, sunny, 
cloudy and halogen 


Viewfinder: electronic 0.7- 
inch LCD 


Viewfinder Controls: 
diopter focus and viewing 
angle 


Microphone: stereo elec- 
tret condenser with 
switchable wind noise filter 


Jacks: S-video/video/ster- 
eo audio out. DC out for 
RF convertor. external 
mic, remote, edit 


Tape Speeds: SP, EP 


Video Heads: 4 (small 
head drum) 

Edit Search: 1x bidirec- 
tional 


Cue & Review Search: 
3x SP. 7x/EP 





Time: 5-3/4 min. for 20- 
min. cassette 


Edit Protocol: R.A. Edit 


Remote Control; wired/ 
wireless to camcorder and 
wireless to multibrand 
VCR 


Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: VISS auto 
manual marking, but no 
reading 


Audio: linear mono, hi-fi 
AFM stereo 


Timer: delay 15, 30. 60 or 
300 seconds: animation 
1/4-, 1/2- or 1-second 
bursts: interval 1/4-, 1/2- 
or 1-second bursts every 
15, 30, 60 or 300 seconds 


Key Features: electronic 
image stabilization, multi- 
ple auto exposure and 
special-effect modes, digi- 
tal zoom to 100x, frame 
advance, slow motion, au- 
dio dub, insert edit, flying 
erase head 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 415 lines: view- 





390 lines S-VHS SP, 360 
S-VHS EP, 240 lines VHS 
SP and EP 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted luminance 
47.7 SP, 49.3 EP: weight- 
ed luminance 50.8 SP, 
51.3 EP; unweighted 
video 37.5 SP, 36.9 EP; 
weighted video 43.5 SP, 
43 EP; chroma AM 42.9 
SP, 41.1 EP; chroma PM 
36.4 SP, 35.2 EP 


Minimum Illumination: 
6.5 lux for 50 IRE 


Approx, Battery Life 
(man. focus/no zoom): 
40 min. 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi 32 Hz-20 
kHz. +0.1/-3 dB, -4.6 at 
20 Hz: linear (-3 dB) 100 
Hz-10 kHz SP, 100 Hz-4 
kHz EP 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
88.6 dB 


Linear Audio S/N; 42.3 
dB 


Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
0.3%. linear 0.9% 
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auto, preset and variable preset. Each 
incrementally increases your control 
over recording functions and effects. It 
does take time to become familiar with 
all of the possibilities and the intercon- 
nections among them. However, once 
you break the complexity barrier, it 
comes together pretty easily. 

Full auto is basically a point-and- 
shoot mode. In preset mode, you have a 
choice of two buttons or main catego- 
ries —P.AE/effect (special effects) and 
fade/wipe. When each is activated a 
menu comes up — in the former, a choice 
between cinema, sports, twilight, sepia 
and monotone; under fade/wipe, you'll 
see white fader, mosaic, auto select, cor- 
ner wipe and dissolve. 

You can choose to wipe or dissolve 
to or from a color, or from a live picture. 
An internal picture memory stores the 
last scene taped, then uses it to make 
the transition into next scene. (Turning 
the camera off will erase the scene held 
in memory.) The only thing that both- 
ered me about all the choices is that 
sound is not recorded during the wipe/ 
fade process. 

On the preset setting, you are pre- 
sented with set menus of effects and 
wipes, while on variable preset you can 











Multiburst pattern showing frequency response of 
GR-SZ7, which is very good for S-VHS-C. 





completely customize the menu. On the 
fade/wipe menu you can choose auto se- 
lect, a nice feature which programs a se- 
quence of eight fades or wipes. Each 
time you go to pause and from pause to 
record, a different effect is triggered: 
corner box wipes, barn doors, side-to- 
side, and so on. This adds variety to your 
videos without the trouble of program- 
ming each effect individually. 

There's also a wind-noise reducer, an 
alarm and a choice of zoom magnifica- 
tion — 10x optical, and 20x and 100x dig- 
ital. Variable preset adds a gain 
function, and controls for choosing more 





effect/fade/wipe possiblilities. The cam- 
corder offers time-lapse and animation 
features, and comes with a double bat- 
tery charger. 

Another unusual option is that you 
can adjust the sharpness, tint, and color 
of the image before shooting the picture. 
It’s like having a built-in proc amp. 
Though these are subtle adjustments, I 
wish I'd had this feature on my old Can- 
on Al, whose color always seemed too 
red. There is also a manual white bal- 
ance, a feature that is becoming rare 
these days—the only current, compara- 
ble camcorder that offers this adjust- 
ment is the Sony CCD-TR700. 

Wisely, JVC has included a micro- 
phone jack, though it has dispensed with 
a headphone jack. Including both would 
be better, but I consider a mic jack far 
more important. 

JVC offers an electronic stablizer on 
the GR-SZ7. In full auto mode the stabi- 
lizer is on all the time. The electronic 
stabilizer offered on the GR-SZ7 is not 
as functional as I would have liked —it 
seems to err a bit on the side of under- 
compensation. This becomes especially 
noticeable on the highter digital zoom 
settings. Though the image didn’t drift 
at the end of a pan or tilt, the stabilizer 





Last year, 10 pro football games 
went into sudden deafig 
Unfortunately, so 
1,789,347 camcorder 


What agony, missing the thrill of victory because you 
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fully drained, the more it “remembers” it’s taking less 
think it’s got plenty of power, it’s actually on its last 
If you want to be sure you’re not cut out 
Lenmar. The original memory free battery. A Ne 
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And catch all the action without your battery suddenly calling “time out.” 
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didn’t take enough shake out. 

Iris control — available on preset and 
variable preset —is located on the lower 
side of the camcorder in the form of 
plus/minus buttons. I would have pre- 
ferred a control button that didn’t have 
to be pushed repeatedly for each incre- 
mental change. Hitting these buttons 
results in camera jiggle if you want to 
adjust the setting while recording. (Oth- 
er setting changes on the GR-SZ7 can 
be triggered by holding the button long- 
er, rather than repeated pushes.) 

Video snap mode offers a Polaroid 
snapshot effect with live sound. The 
button, located near the power on/off 
switch, triggers a white-bordered digital 
still that looks and sounds like a still pic- 
ture being taken. A black door wipe is 
also included to give a still camera shut- 
ter effect, and there’s a motor-drive ef- 
fect that gives you a series of brief 
framed stills. Fortunately, sound 
recording through the mic is not block- 
ed in this mode as it is when wipes and 
effects are taking place. And with the 
audio dubbing capability the GR-SZ7 of- 
me you can add commentary after the 
act. 

The GR-SZ7 has a strong provision 
for manual focus—a rotary wheel at 
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Fragile Flap: The GR-SZ7’s latching playback con- 
trol cover seems like it could break off easily. 





lower front. Even on full auto, you can 
push a button on the end of the focus 
wheel to switch to manual mode. This is 
much more convenient than most com- 
parable models, including the CCD- 
TR700, which set their manual focus 
trigger buttons strangely far from the fo- 
cus wheel. The autofocus worked fairly 
well, but had a slight tendency to hunt 
in the face of subtle distinctions of dis- 
tance. 

Something I haven’t seen before is 
the illuminated indigo LCD display on 
the side — it makes functions much more 
legible, day or night. In addition to dis- 
playing functions, it also gives a graphic 
readout of battery and tape status. With 
my Sony CCD-TRIOI, I had to buy an 
expensive LED-display battery for this 
convenience. 

A random assemble editing feature 
allows you to program up to eight cuts or 
scenes for automated editing onto an- 
other VCR. A menu shows in/out points 
as you program them. Aside from a few 
limitations (it requires a minimum one- 
second shot and 15 seconds of preroll, 
and accuracy is limited to about plus or 
minus one second), it is easy to use. The 
remote is compatible with many brands 
of VCRs. 

JVC has put very few controls on the 
body of the camcorder — most are in the 
menu system. Playback controls are un- 
der a plastic panel, which just about 
begs to be snapped off, in front of the 
viewfinder. 

I have one major compaint with the 
controls —in regular fast-forward mode, 
the tape moves slowly. You can speed it 
up by holding the fast-forward button 
for two seconds, but you then lose the 
tape counter, both in the viewfinder and 
on the indigo display. When it’s finished, 
the counter resets at zero. During an 
edit session, this feature alone would 
make the camcorder very inconvenient. 

The picture quality of the GR-SZ7 


was generally good. The color rendition 





was very accurate and colors were well- 
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In the theater of the mind, anything is 
possible. But in Energy's complete home- THE ENERGY HOME THEATER 
theater speaker system, only reality ! SURROUND SOUND SPEAKER SYSTEM 
counts. Two satellites in front and two : 
behind immerse you in refreshing sound. 
A dialogue speaker at front and center 
places you face to face with the actors on 
the screen. Radical dual subwoofers 
extend all the way down to 35Hz, the 
bass enveloping you in sonic swell. This 
_ is one heart-pounding ride. Catch it if 
you can at your Energy showroom. 
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+ Up to 40% off! 

* Free Shipping! Open 7 days a week! 
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saturated. There was very little noise 
present. Horizontal recorded resolution 
in SP is 390 lines, 340 in EP. Even at the 
EP speed, image quality is quite good, 
making it possible to exploit the two- 
hour maximum recording capability of 
JVC’s new 40-minute S-VHS-C 
cassette. 

The LCD color viewfinder’s resolu- 
tion was average — usable, but not spec- 
tacular. The viewfinder has some very 
common sense readouts, such as tape re- 
maining (in minutes),-so there’s no 
guesswork. The pause indicator is very 
visible, appearing boldly in the upper 
middle of the screen so you’re never un- 
certain about whether you’re actually 
recording or not. 

Audio performance was quite good, 
with a dip in frequency response only in 
the extreme low bass. Additionally, 
there was no noise leakage from the tape 
carrier or zoom mechanism — a welcome 
change from the norm. 

Though the GR-SZ7 has slight flaws, 
it is a great package overall. For a rea- 
sonable price, JVC has put together an 
unreasonably good camcorder. For both 
shooting and editing, no other camcord- 
er that I can think of offers this kind of 
value. . 
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or the Headset absolutely FREE! ($29.95 value) 
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LED PROJECTOR 


continued from page 30 


have perfect convergence. However, the 
convergence on the Crystal One we 
tested was dead on. 

The Crystal One is just as easy to use 
as a TV set, because it is a TV set— 
there’s a built-in tuner with closed cap- 
tioning, three video/audio inputs (one 
on front), parental control and timer 
features, and even a mono speaker, a 
stereo audio amplifier and a headphone 
jack. All that’s missing is picture-in-pic- 
ture. Because the Crystal One has a 
15.75-megahertz RGB/sync input, you 
can connect a computer with a CGA 
video card. Vidikron also offers an ac- 
cessory that lets you connect VGA- 
equipped computers. 

Blow off the tiny internal speaker — 
instead, connect two good speakers to 
the Crystal One’s stereo amp and set up 
the speakers so they straddle the screen. 
(Better yet, get a surround-sound sys- 
tem.) We rate the audio at two; add 
good speakers and we'd give it a four. 

Take a careful look at your room be- 
fore you consider a Crystal One — its 
mounting requirements are unusual. 
Typically, it needs to be at least 15 feet 
from the screen— much farther than a 
tube-type projector — and five to eight 
feet off the floor. At first, I thought this 
inconvenient, but soon realized it’s per- 
fect for most living rooms. Put the pro- 
jector on a shelf or bookcase behind you, 


Just Like A TV Set: 
Although the Crystal 
One is a front projec- 
tor, it has a tuner 
and a remote control 
(left) that make it op- 
erate like a typical 
high-end TV set. 





and it’s completely unobtrusive. Of 
course, like all front projectors, the 
Crystal One must be used in a dark or 
very dimly lit room. 

The remote control offers buttons 
for volume and channel, input selection, 
closed captioning and the menu system. 
It also controls many brands of VCRs 
and cable boxes. The front panel also 
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Which scares you more, a horror film with the 
sound turned off, or a horror show on the radio? 
The answer is easy because it is the movie’s sound- 
track which carries the pathos and emotion. You 
can enjoy sound without pictures, but who wants 
pictures without sound? 


Its What You Don't 


See That 


It doesn’t cost 
more to do it right! 
AudioQuest offers 
a full range of 
cables, but the 
biggest improve- 
ment you'll hear 
is going from big 
fat stranded cable to the 
least expensive cables 

from AudioQuest. For the 
complete story, please call 
or write for our Cable Design 
booklet — or better yet, visit 
an AudioQuest dealer and 
listen for yourself. 








Counts. 


It just so happens that cables are the part 
of your system which can help or hurt the 
performance the most... and for the least money. 
Whether you have two-channel stereo or multi- 
channel stereo, you have to have cables. You 
can’t completely fix a bad system with good cables, 
but you can seriously degrade a good system with 
badly designed cables. 

You won’t see the cables and you won’t see the 
sound — but you will experience the difference! 


aqudioquest. 
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Distributed in Canada by Audio Products International, 3641 McNicoll Ave., Scarborough, Ontario, M1X 1G5 Tel: 416-321-1800 





has a full set of controls. 

Technical editor Lancelot Braith- 
waite and I both enjoyed watching the 
Crystal One. At a viewing distance of 16 
feet and an image size of eight feet diag- 
onal, I noticed pixels only on a few 
shots. (I couldn’t identify a particular 
pattern or subject matter that made 
them more apparent.) The pixels are 
easy to see if you move close to the 
screen, but at a practical viewing dis- 
tance, they didn’t bother me or Lance. 

As with other LCD projectors, the 
Crystal One’s contrast ratio (the ratio of 
the brightest parts of the picture to the 
darkest) is less than that of a tube-type 
projector—I couldn’t achieve deep 
blacks while maintaining a good average 
picture level. The overall effect is a 
slight washing-out of the picture — the 
Crystal One’s Achilles’ heel. If you can 
deal with the low contrast, you'll proba- 
bly like this projector; if you can’t, you 
won't. I found that in a totally dark 
room, I could live with it. 

I was also bothered by a slight shift 
in color from right to left —as a subject's 
face moved across the screen, its hue 
changed. Lance's measurements squared 
with my subjective impressions: The col- 
or temperature was about 9,000 Kelvin 
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on the left side, 8,750 in the center, and 
8,050 on the right. 

Further measurements from Lance 
revealed about a 10-percent variation in 
brightness from top to bottom and side 
to side. However, I didn’t notice a “hot 
spot,” a common malady with LCDs 
caused by the center of the picture being 
brighter than the edges. (Note that Lan- 
ce’s signal-to-noise ratio measurements 
are based on comparisons with 
measured direct-view TVs, because we 
know of no way to measure S/N directly 
from LCDs.) The projector's comb filter 
was quite good —it produced very little 
dot crawl, even on demanding material. 

Despite these criticisms, I'd still pre- 








MAKING A GREAT VIDEO 






Interesting Inputs: 
The Crystal One 
has the usual video 
and audio inputs, 
plus an RGB/sync 
input for CGA 
graphics. 


fer the Crystal One to most video-grade, 
tube-type projectors. Why? Because of 
the double-line addressing system. 
Video-grade projectors produce images 
broken up into horizontal scan lines that 
many viewers consider totally unaccept- 
able. But the Crystal One produces a 
very smooth picture with no scan lines, 
and none of the motion artifacts and 
smeared look many line doublers create. 

The Crystal One reminds me of my 
beloved Conrad-Johnson PV-2a tube 
preamp, which has no controls except 
for source selectors, volume and bal- 
ance. Its simplicity and pleasing perfor- 
mance makes it easy to live with. Don’t 
worry about tweaking, just enjoy. a 





After using your camcorder 
the first time, you realize that the 
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INCLUDES QUALITY SOUND TOO! »=-: 
" picks up 
sounds from all directions, including those you don’t want. And, when shooting from a distance, you 
can’t hear your subject’s voice clearly. Azden, the leader in quality audio for video, offers a full line 
of microphones to make your sound as good as your pictures. 



























This powerful professional miniature 
VHF wireless system has a range of 

' over 300 feet. It allows you to shoot 

_ from a distance and pick up your 
subject's voice clearly. It has 2 
switchable frequencies, and it comes 

| with 2 mics (handheld and clip-on). The 
transmitter clips to the subject’s belt, 
and the mini receiver can attach to the 
camera (shoe mount & velcro included) 
or be kept in your breast pocket. 




















New 7" long directional 
mic. Allows you to zoom 
in on subject’s voice, 
reducing saide noises. 
Range 35-40 feet. 


A professional VHF handheld 
microphone system with no 
wires. All the same features, 
and receiver as the WMS-PRO. 


Lapel microphone system. 
Same receiver as 
WMS-PRO. 











Headset with boom mic 
for adding narration as 
you shoot. Your voice 
becomes the dominant 
sound recorded. Or, use 
it to monitor sound 
you're recording. 


A mini 3 channel mic mixer for recording 
sound from 2 add-on mics and a personal 
stereo, while you're shooting. Only 2 
1/8'x3 1/4" it can be attached to your 
camera or clipped to the handstrap. 
Cables included, needs no batteries. 








Write or call for full line literature 
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continued from page 31 


est possible object (touching the lens) to 
one across the room. Though the 
ES-1000 offers a manual focus override, I 
wasn’t comfortable with the thumb- 
wheel control or its position. 

The optical stabilizer works well — 
there is none of the image degradation 
or size loss that often accompanies elec- 
tronic stabilizers. What bothered me 
was the operation of the stabilizer 
switch. Canon has made it difficult to 
turn it on and off easily. Granted, once 
the stabilizer is turned on, it can be left 
on. Nevertheless, I would have preferred 
something on the switch to give my fin- 
ger purchase in turning it on and off. 

The recorded picture is average for 
Hi8. Color rendition is pleasing and de- 
tail is good. However, there is noticeable 
video noise, more than we found on the 
UCSS5. Casual users — the market Canon 
apparently wishes to woo with the 
ES-1000— will certainly find the picture 
acceptable, but serious users will find it 
noticeably noisy compared to the Sony 
CCD-TR700. 

Audio performance is average from a 
measurement standpoint, although the 
mic produced an unusually clear stereo 
effect. Some tape transport and zoom 
motor noise is picked up by the onboard 
mic —it will be readily apparent when 
the ambient sound level is low or mod- 
erate. 

The color viewfinder looks fine —I 
didn’t have as much trouble discerning 
fine focus on the ES-1000 as I did on the 
Sony CCD-TR700. It looks like color 


viewfinders are here to stay, and this one 





did the job pretty well, although all of 
our editors would prefer more LCD reso- 
lution. 

The four-watt video light provides 
adequate illumination for basic needs. It 
has about a 12-degree horizontal cover- 
age, which is relatively narrow for video 
lights — good enough for one or two sub- 
jects at close range. 

Any camcorder combines features 
and omissions, strengths and weak- 
nesses. In the case of ES-1000, it is not 
clear that this calculus has been com- 
pletely thought out. Although the per- 
formance is acceptable, the camcorder 
has several operational problems. If this 
were a midpriced unit, we could let 
some of these problems slide. However, 
this will be the high end of Canon’s line 
(except for the very expensive L1 and L2 
models), so we have some bones to pick. 

More thought needs to go into the 
placement of controls, especially the 
playback buttons. Located under a small 
flip-up panel on the top front of the 
camcorder, these controls are tiny and 
difficult to use. It is hard to distinguish 
them because they’re marked in relief, 
rather than with contrasting-color la- 
bels. They are virtually illegible in aver- 
age lighting. And the VTR record 
button is difficult to operate, tucked into 
a cranny. 

It’s not much of a leap to assume 
that Canon wants to discourage us from 
using these buttons altogether, so we will 
use the remote alone. There are, how- 
ever, a significant number of people who 
still use the camcorder playback con- 
trols. Perhaps Canon could compromise 
here 

1 feel the eject button should be 
moved, and that it should also be la- 
beled. It is too easy to eject accidentally 





SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
2 Ibs. with battery and 
cassette, 4-5/8 x 4-3/4 x 
7-3/4 inches 


Power Use: 6 volts DC, 
7.5 watts 

Image Sensor: 

1/3-incn CCD, 410,000 
gross pixels 

Lens: {/1.8, 12x 
(5.2-62.4mm) mulispeed 
power zoom 


Filter Diameter: 49mm, 


but 55mm filters with step- 


up ting recommended 


Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 0.4 inches at 
wide-angle, 32 inches at 
telephoto 


Focus: TTL auto with 
auto macro, switchable to 
manual with thumbwheel 
control 


Iris: auto with switchable 
AE modes for portrait, 
Sports, spotlight and sand 
& snow, plus backlight 
compensator 


Fader: to black, hold- 
down type, approx. 4 
secs, 


Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60. (normal), 1/100, 
1/250, 1/500, 1/1,000, 
1/2,000, 1/4,000, 1/10,000 


White Balance: 64-zone 
white extraction method, 
auto only—2,800-8,000 
Kelvin 


Viewfinder: electronic 0.7- 


inch color LCD with 
140,000 pixels 


Viewfinder Controls: 
diopter focus, positioning 


Microphone: stereo elec- 
tret condenser 





Jacks: S-video/video/ster- 
eo audio input and output, 
DC out for optional RF 
convertor 

Tape Speed: SP only 
Video Heads: 2 


Cue & Review Search: 
forward 9x/19x, reverse 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 6/7 min. for 120- 
min. tape 


Edit Protocol: LANC 


Remote Control: IR wire- 


less with camera and 
playback contro!s 


Audio: hi-fi AFM stereo — 


Titles/Graphics: 2 lines, 
each 16 characters 


- Special Features: optical 


image stabilizer, four auto 
exposure modes plus 
backlight compensator, fly- 
ing erase head, character 
titler, built-in light 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 425 lines; view- 
finder 325 lines; recorder 


| 400 lines Hi8, 250 lines 


8mm 


| Picture S/N Ratlos (dB): 


unweighted luminance 
45.3 ME, 43.9 MP; 
weighted luminance 49.5 


ME, 48.3 MP; unweighted 


video 40.3, weighted video 
48.3; chroma AM 43.8, 
chroma PM 39.4 


Minimum Iilumination: 
8.7 lux for 50 IRE. 


Approx. Battery Life 
(man. focus/no zoom): 
40 min. light off, 20 min. 
light on 

Audio Frequency 
Response: 20 Hz-10 kHz, 
+0.03/-3 dB, down -6.3 dB 
at 20 kHz 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
75.9 dB 


Audio Distortion: 0.4% 
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Joe Kane 
has trained the following 
video professionals to use 
test patterns and/or 
instrumentation to calibrate 
YOUR television on delivery. 


WHAT DID YOUR 
DEALER DO WHEN 
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TELEVISION? 
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Prestige Audio Video 
Projection Systems Inc. 
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Sound Productions 
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when getting my hand into a comfort- 
able shooting position—the tape carrier 
unit was inadvertently forced out into 
my palm a number of times. Technical 
editor Lancelot Braithwaite also feels 
the location of the record search control 
is inconvenient. 

In light of the ES-1000’s position as a 
top-end model, all here feel that the 
omission of mic and headphone jacks is 
a major flaw, especially since noise leak- 
age from the transport and zoom motors 
is evident. We hope this will be address- 
ed on future versions. 

In attempting to make a simple-to- 
use package, Canon has given us some 
strong features —a terrific autofocus, a 
color viewfinder and a solid image stabi- 
lizer. There seems to be a lot of unre- 
alized potential in this camcorder. 
Canon should go further to make the 
ES-1000 a true high-end model. ] 





STUDIO MAGIC 
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corporating these fixes free of charge.) 
For example, although both the tape 
and the manual discuss keying in a title 





over a computer-generated graphic or 
solid-color background, Studio Magic 
can at present only key titles over live 
video or black. Also, while tape and 
manual mention the ability to capture 
live video frames in color to your com- 
puter (useful not only for desktop video 
purposes, but for print graphics as well), 
you can currently capture only black- 
and-white images. 

Although these problems should be 
taken care of in the software upgrade, 
there’s another problem with the frame 
capture. As it stands, Studio Magic re- 
quires that you pause your video source 
deck so that the capture can take place. 
Unless your input VCR possesses a rock- 
solid digital still and the tape you’re 
pausing is in excellent shape (or you use 
a video camera as a source), your frame 
capture will frequently come out with 
wavy lines and/or glitches. Using the 
digital still on a Panasonic WJ-AVE5 
video mixer, however, resulted in ex- 
tremely good frame captures. 

The overlay/genlock function is also 
less than ideally stable. Keying in titles 
over taped video often resulted in jumpy 
text, a problem caused by the inherently 
unstable sync of most VCRs. However, 
titles keyed over live video from a cam- 





era are rock-solid, as are titles over foot- 
age passed through a video mixer. 

The titling feature in and of itself 
has a lot to recommend it. Although you 
can’t scroll titles like you can with 
stand-alone character generators like 
Videonics’ TitleMaker 2000, Studio 
Magic can use any Windows TrueType 
typeface for titles, allowing users a great 
deal of flexibility in both fonts and sizes. 

You're given 16 title colors to choose 
from, and a duplicate feature for the cre- 
ation of drop shadows (the training tape 
clearly explains what they are and how 
they work). There is a slight software 
bug—the cursor appears onscreen at the 
end of each line of title — but this can be 
easily worked around by spacing past the 
edge of the screen after the title line has 
been typed. Although there are a few 
conveniences I would like to see includ- 
ed—like automatic centering and line 
spacing — the titling feature, together 
with the genlock/overlay, is alone worth 
the cost of the Studio Magic card. 

Another useful and fun feature is the 
collection of 21 image effects that you 
can use to modify your external video 
source, including black-and-white, sep- 
ia, color negative, black-and-white neg- 
ative, and Terminator (which may not 
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PANASONIC PB50 Orig. PAN.......... 
PANASONIC PB80/88 Orig.PAN........ 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah.. 
SONY 8mm 1500 mah. 
CANON 8mm 2000 mah... 
PALMCORDER 2000 mah 
JVC GR-C9 Type C........ 
f SHARP BT 21/22.......... 
SHARP BT 70/80 2400 mal 
RCA/HITACHI 8 mm 2400 mah... 


39.00 

















5 to 7 hours of recording time. 


Powerpac+ includes: 
=6volt @ 10 amps 
sealed lead acid battery. 
=Heavy duty pouch and belt. 
=A charger for charging at home / 
(optional charging cord for car). 
=An adaptor of your choice. 
=12 volt @ 7 amps $95 $85 
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6V, 7.2V, 9.6V runs from 
house or auto. 
1 hr. time for Sony, Canon, 
Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 
& most other brands 
“| Charges 1 battery $44 
tae. 2 batteries $69 
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look exactly like what Schwarzenegger 
saw, but looks great nonetheless). These 
effects can also be edited fairly easily, ex- 
cept for the overreliance on one color or 
the blacking out of another. 

The lumikey is one of six different 
means by which you can place titles or 
images over or behind external video. 
The default setting is a straight down- 
stream keyer (like on the WJ-AVE5), 
which throws out the black in a stored 
image or title and replaces it with video 


forecast” setting, by contrast, places a 
computer-generated graphic in any 
white area of your video. There is also a 
control for adjusting the whiteness of an 
area before keying. 

From a picture quality standpoint, 
Studio Magic is very clean, with less 
noise than most video mixers, and a 
respectable horizontal resolution of 560 
lines. Our picture rating of three refers to 
the frame store and jitter problems. 





While I wouldn’t consider Studio 
Magic for Windows a viable replace- 
ment for a video mixer like Panasonic’s 
WJ-AVE5/7 or Videonics’ MX-l, I do 
recommend it highly as a means to aug- 
ment either. Its street price of around 
$400 and large number of features more 
than make up for its limitations, and 
Studio Magic Corp.’s desire to create 
powerful, low-cost desktop video tools is 
to be commended. This is a product — 
and a company — to watch. . 








continued from page 34 


tape time counter is set to zero; book 
mark search, which stops at the end of 
the recorded portion of your videotape 
so you can continue taping from there; 
and VHS Index Search System (VISS), 
which puts a signal on the tape that you 
can tell the VCR to find at a later date. 

As mentioned above, the 4464's pic- 
ture is extraordinary, with very little lu- 





' Panasonic 


Overgrown Control: 
The PV-4464's re- 
mote is strangely 
large, given that the 
VCR has no editing 
features. 





minance or chrominance noise. Like the 
other top VHS decks we've tested (the 
JVC HR-VP600 comes to mind) the pic- 
ture is very clean and smooth-looking, 
with no distracting artifacts. While not 
as impressive as the picture, the hi-fi and 
monaural sound both are also very good. 

Though not an editing VCR, the 
PV-4464 is an extremely good unit for 
home theater and timeshifting. It’s a bit 
more expensive than most comparable 
VHS VCRs, but its superb picture and 
solid sound quality make the additional 
investment worthwhile. If you’re looking 
for a reasonably-priced VCR to set up a 
home theater around, the 4464 should 
definitely be on your short list. ] 











VANDERSTEEN AUDIO 


“Superior on both 
film and music, 
VANDERSTEEN's 
full-range speakers 
dispel the myth that 
video requires 
unique main 
speakers." 


In its pursuit of perfection, 
high-end audio has established 
lofty standards that only the best 
speakers can reach. Now your 
family entertainment system 
can meet these same standards. 
Experience open natural voices, 
astonishing definition, powerful 
bass and vivid imaging with 
legendary VANDERSTEEN 
boxless speakers. 


| "Ultimate 
realism!" 





For almost 20 years, VANDERSTEEN AUDIO 
has built affordable loudspeakers true to both 
science and music. If you are looking for 
speakers that accurately reproduce the 
entire frequency range and dimensions 

of the original sound, we can direct 

you to your nearest carefully selected 
VANDERSTEEN dealer. 


Please write or call for a brochure 
and name of your nearest dealer. 


W/NN ID) Posi st \ V0 |B) Oe 
116 West Fourth St, Hanford, CA 93230 
(209) 582-0324 





Ma 
“Amazing 
definition, 
rocks the 
foundation!" 


| Three driver, 300 watt amplified — 
ibwoofer — oe 


Models available from $495. 
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BY JOE WIESENFELDER 















There’s something about home theater: 
Everybody seems to like it. And unlike 
audio or video taken alone, home thea- 
ter is something that average folks don’t 
just like —it’s something they want. In 
their own homes. Now. 

Home theater design is an art of 
compromise, regardless of the size or lay- 
out of the room. But small rooms carry 
special hurdles, and if we’re to bring 
home theater to the masses, we have to 
clear those hurdles—or at least find a 
way to run around them without getting 
caught. 

In this guide to small-room home 
theater, I'll lean toward frugality, presup- 
posing that anyone who's restricted to a 





Reflected Glory: Dipole 
surround speakers like NHT’s 
HDP-1 reflect sound off walls. 
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restricted in his or her budget. If you can 
afford to put home theater in every 
small room of the mansion, you can also 
afford a certified installer, who would be 
delighted to help you choose high-mar- 
gin equipment. 

Any home theater—no matter how 
large or small—needs a few basics: a 
good-sized TV, a hi-fi stereo VCR (and/ 
or a laserdisc player), a Dolby Pro-Logic 
receiver (or separate Pro-Logic proc- 
essor and amps) and at least five speak- 
ers (left, center, right and two 
surrounds). But as we'll see, in a 
small room, the way 
you set up the sys- 
tem and prepare the 
room is as important 
as the equipment 
you choose. 


God bless video. 
If environment had 
as profound an ef- 
fect on monitor per- 
formance as it does 
on speakers, home 
theater would be 
about as popular as 
The Last Action 
Hero. The benefits 
of different screen 
sizes and locations 





How to give tight spaces home theater sound, pictures, drama 


LETSEET 





are pretty intuitive. How large you're 
willing to go depends on how far you can 
sit from the monitor, what fits in the 
room, and what you want to pay. As a 
practical minimum for screen size, insist 
on 27 inches. 

Direct-view TVs are available in 
sizes up to 40 inches, and rear-projection 
sets start as small as 41 inches, like 
Sony’s KPR-41EXR95. There’s also Mit- 
subishi’s VS-4553, a 45-inch “tabletop” 
unit. Many rear-projection TV suppliers 
have chiseled their products down to 
about 20 inches in depth, bringing the 
room-encroachment factor close to that 
of a conventional tube. Moving closer to 
the set increases the viewing angle, but 
one can get too close, effectively collaps- 
ing the perception of three-dimen- 
sionality we’re able to trick our minds 
into from farther away, or turning the 
picture’s scan lines into venetian blinds. 

Regardless of the viewing distance, 
you may run into picture/sound discon- 
tinuity while using a smaller screen. The 
problem is that movie soundtracks are 
mixed for theaters, in which the left and 
tight speakers are directly behind the 
extreme ends of the screen. As a result, 
unless you have your main speakers very 
close to the TV, the sound of a motorcy- 
cle speeding outward from the center of 
the picture will jump to the side speaker 
even when its image is still visible at the 
edge of the screen. 

The many Dolby-encoded TV 
broadcasts you can receive nowadays 
weight the soundtrack toward the cen- 
ter, saving the left and right channels for 
off-screen sounds, like music or applause 
during Letterman. Thankfully, dialog is 
seldom panned across the soundstage in 


























movies anymore, so most people 
spread their speakers out for a 
wide soundstage and put up with 
the occasional errant sound effect. 
Personally, I'd rather spend happy 
hour with the guys from the Zima 
commercials. 

We'll address all the pros and 
cons of small rooms, but first you 
have to come to terms with the 
fact that the choices you make in 
audio equipment and placement 
will be dictated by your room — 
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Sonic Surprise: Though it costs only $370, Sherwood’s RV-5030R is a great-sounding, full-featured receiver. 





particularly its size, shape and tex- 
ture —as well as by your sensibilities re- 
garding sound and decor. Only 
experimentation will lead to success. If 
you're looking for easy answers, try 
stamp collecting. 


Once you've secured a hi-fi VCR or 
a laserdisc player, the driving force be- 
hind the small home theater is an A/V 
receiver. These include a Pro-Logic 
processor, amps for all five speakers, and 
audio/video switching. Many solid ones 
are available for about $400 list price 
(see “Power for Pennypinchers,” July 
94). To help you choose a receiver for a 
small room, there are five important 
things to know about power in an audio 
system: 

1) Doubling amplifier power does not 
double volume capability. Doubling ampli- 
fier power increases the maximum possi- 
ble sound level by three decibels—a 
significant but not extreme difference. 
(You’d have to come up one dB before 
average folks would even notice a 
change.) If a 100-watt amp can play 





Shrunken Surround: Atlantic Technology's System 
250 speakers and subwoofer, and from the top, 
Sony's KV-27V55 27-inch TV, Panasonic's PV-4464 
VHS VCR, Harmon-Kardon’s 
AVR20 A/V receiver and Pan- 
asonic’s LX-600 combi player, 
all in a RoomTunes TV stand. 








three dB louder than a 50-watt amp, 
clearly the difference between a 50- and 
60-watt amp is probably negligible. 

2) At comfortable listening levels, an 
amp is putting out far less power than one 
would think. Many TVs have five-watt 
amps. They’re not hi-fi, but they’re loud 
and clear enough to hear, for sure. 

3) Usually, not much really happens 
when you don't have enough power. People 
that have a passing interest in audio 
usually know that pushing an amplifier 
past its limits results in a type of distor- 








tion called clipping. Somehow, enlight- 
enment seems to end there, because 
many people believe that if they clip 
their amplifiers, Satan himself—a true 
phantom image — will emerge through 
the floor and direct fire to spring forth 
from their loudspeakers, igniting any 
thing and anyone that happens to be in 
the sweet spot. This just isn’t the case. 

What does happen is far less dramat- 
ic, but equally repugnant when you 
know what to listen for. Most receivers 
incorporate protection circuitry that 










































shuts them down when 
clipping reaches a certain 
level, but there’s no telling 
what percentage of “accept- 
able” distortion you're put- 
ting up with at volumes 
below the shutoff point. 
Fact is, you’ve probably 
been in Hell and not even 
known it. What many peo- 
ple write off as loudness is 
actually just distortion. The 
cleanest systems I’ve heard 
just don’t sound “‘loud” 
even when they are. 
Speakers vary in their 
distortion levels, so the best 
way to familiarize oneself 
with clipping is by driving 
the same speakers — prefer- 
ably your own—with differ- 
ent amounts of power. The 
effect of clipping is often 
called a “sheen,” appropri- 
ate because the distortion 
adds a high-frequency 
brightness. ‘‘Hard’’ and 
“edgy” work, too. That 
high-frequency distortion is 
hell on tweeters (paradox- 
ically, underpowered amps 
blow more speakers than 
overpowered ones), so you 
shouldn’t push your luck in 
acquainting yourself with 


Slim Big-Screen: 
clipping —a couple seconds Sony's 20-inch-deep KPR-41EXR96. 





. If the room’s small, the 
| speakers probably should be 
| too. One of the best ways to 
do home theater in a small 
room is to use five good 
bookshelf speakers of the 
same model. You heard me 
tight. A speaker’s job is to 
reproduce sound faithfully, 
and a good speaker is a good 
speaker. The advantages 
are many: All will match in 
timbre, or tonal quality — 
one of the most important 
attributes; small two-way 
speakers tend to image well; 
and many have decent bass 
output down to about 60 
Hertz, so they'll do the ba- 
sic job fine until you get 
your income tax refund and 
add a subwoofer. What’s 
more, you can always find a 
| use for bookshelf speakers 
| in the future if you upgrade 
| to a bigger home theater. 

The Paradigm Titan, 
| PSB Alpha, B&W 2001 and 
KEF KEF-120 all deliver 
amazing performance for 
under $200 a pair; the 
Phase Technology 335ES is 
also a winner at less than 
$240/pair. Boston Acous- 
tics’ HD5 goes for under 





is usually enough. When 
you know what different wattages will 
get you, and what you really get when 
you don’t have enough, you'll be better 
able to judge your needs. 

4) Theoretically, a speaker will sound 
six dB louder if you halve its distance from 
you. That means the closer speaker 
would need one quarter the amp power 
to produce the same level at the listen- 
ing position as the far speaker. So you 
can see that a low-powered A/V re- 
ceiver should be able to work in a small 
room. Sony and Technics have models 
that sell for less than $300 street price, 
and a new one from Kenwood sells for 
around $300. 

Know that entry-level units do not 
have preamp outputs that would allow 
the addition of power amps in the fu- 
ture. The big push at retail is for equal 
power to the front three channels. In 
theory, this is a good idea if you plan to 
hook up three identical speakers, a la 
THX. It may not be necessary for a 
smaller center speaker with a higher 








sensitivity (remember, a three-dB-higher 
spec means half the power is needed), 
especially since Pro-Logic diverts the 
power-hungry bass signals to the side 
speakers in this type of arrangement. 

5) Don't get too hung up on power rat- 
ings, because they’re often not reliable. Un- 
less the manufacturer rates power 
output with all channels driven, from 20 
Hz to 20 kHz (the full audible spectrum) 
at less than 0.5 percent distortion, you 
don’t know what you’re getting. This 
underscores the truism that you really 
must listen for yourself, preferably in 
your own room and with your own 
speakers. If you deal with a specialty au- 
dio/video retailer, as we always recom- 
mend, you should be able to trade for 
other equipment if there’s a problem — 
especially if you trade up. When in 
doubt, it’s usually a good idea to go with 
the higher-priced model. The difference 
in price is negligible if you think of the 
receiver, a long-lasting component, as 
an investment. 





$150 a pair. The B&W is shielded for use 
near direct-view TVs, and shielded ver- 
sions of the Paradigm, Phase Tech, and 
Boston sell for about $20 more per pair 
(fortunately, some manufacturers sell 
this type of speaker singly). Some com- 
panies even make complete systems of 
small home theater speakers, like the 


Atlantic Technology system featured in 
this month’s “Hands On.” 


After narrowing your speaker 
choices by listening, pick the one with 
the smoothest off-axis response. Listen 
for tonal changes when you step from 
the center of the speaker to its side. 
Drive just one speaker with pink noise 
(inter-station FM radio static will do in a 
pinch, but you may have to turn off the 
tuner’s muting circuit) and listen for 
sound that is consistent in tone across a 
wide area. It’s okay if the off-axis sound 
is lower in level, but if the response is 
ragged, early reflections off the side 
walls — which will be strong in a small 
room if it has reflective walls — will 








48 VIDEO SEPTEMBER 1994 




















wreak havoc on timbre. 

If your speakers are too close to the 
walls, even smooth early reflections can 
mess with your imaging as well, behav- 
ing almost like another speaker and 
drawing the image outward. The cure is 
to not spread the speakers out too far, or 
to use some acoustic treatment, which 
I'll address shortly. 

NHT sells two small shielded speak- 
ers, the Models 1.1 ($380/pair) and 1.3A 
($500/pair), that angle the front baffle 
inward to reduce sidewall reflections. A 
bonus to these speakers is that they are 
timbre-matched to the Model 1.1C cen- 
ter speaker ($185), one of the best you 
can buy. Its advantage is its design — 
that of a two-way bookshelf speaker. 
Like the other products I’ve mentioned, 
it may look a little dorky standing up- 
right on a TV, but its radiation pattern is 
better than that of most horizontally ori- 
ented center speakers, the response of 
which roughen off-center. 

MB Quart’s $230 QL CTR is anoth- 
er two-way center speaker, said to match 
the small QL Point Five satellites ($300 
a pair) as well as larger Quart speakers. 
If you go for floor-standing speakers, 
check out narrow cabinet designs like 
those from JBL, a/d/s/ and others. One 
of the first companies to produce speak- 
ers for video applications, NHT (once 
again) has column loudspeakers with a 
footprint 5.5 inches square. A switch on 
the front of the $725/pair VT-10 lets you 
optimize its directivity for movie or mu- 
sic sound. 





Front And Center: MB Quart’s QL CTR center speaker. 








not that simple. There are too many 
variables. Regardless, you should be able 
to get by with a smaller sub in a small 
room, especially if the entrances have 
doors that can help trap bass energy in- 
side. Most good powered subs start at 
around $500. Check out Klipsch and 
the tall, narrow units from JBL, which 
may be easier to hide. Models from MB 
Quart and NHT that match well with 
the satellites mentioned above ring up 
just $400 to $500. 

Buying these babies will be easier 
than placing them in a small room. The 
corner is tempting, but there boominess 
usually prevails. You may want to start 
out there to energize the room’s stand- 
ing waves, or room modes, so you can 
hear what you're dealing with. The ef- 
fect of standing waves, for our purposes, 
is a non-uniformity of bass sounds at dif- 
ferent points of the room as a function of 
the distance between the walls (or the 
floor and ceiling) relative to the wave- 
length of sounds. 

Small rooms are especially prone to 
bad room modes because they're often 
cube-shaped (unless they’re long and 
narrow, in which case it’s really a hall, 
and you should pitch in the extra rent 
for a real room and worry about home 
entertainment some other time). In 
cube-shaped rooms, the room modes be- 
tween all the opposing walls and the 
floor and ceiling occur at the same fre- 
quencies and reinforce each other; the 
closer the room is to a being a cube, the 
worse the problem. 

Though you cannot redis- 
tribute sub-bass modes in a 
room (a common misconcep- 
tion), you can alter the way the 
subwoofer couples to the 
modes — and improve matters — 
by moving it around. A good 
starting point is to put the sub 
where you most want to sit, 
walk around until you find the 
smoothest (not the loudest) bass 
sound, and put the sub in that 
place. 

An assistant makes further 
experimentation easier. Wheth- 
er you insist on hiding the sub- 
woofer in a corner or not, an 
equalizer might be worth the in- 
vestment. Use it to knock the 





GETTING DOWN 

I wish there were a formula for the 
diameter or sensitivity of subwoofer 
needed in a room of a given size, but it’s 


response peaks down; leave the 
dips alone. Check out AudioControl’s 
Richter Scale crossover/equalizer 
($350). Its six half-octave bands are in 
the bass region only. 





THE BIG BOUNCE 

One can easily kill a season monkey- 
ing with surround speaker placement. In 
a small room, maybe two seasons. Small 
rooms may be the best environment for 








Pint-Sized Projection: 
Mitsubishi's VS-4553 “tabletop” 
rear-projection TV. 





dipole surrounds like THX uses, as they 
reflect most of their sound. If your bud- 
get doesn’t support even the cheapest 
THX system, and you like the concept, 
affordable dipole and bipole surrounds 
are available from Atlantic Technology, 
Cambridge SoundWorks, NHT and De- 
finitive Technology. 

It is possible to achieve similar ends 
with direct-radiator speakers, like our 
bookshelf units, by bouncing the output 
off the walls and ceiling so you don’t lo- 
calize on them. Aiming the speakers up- 
ward and/or back at the rear corners will 
create a diffuse soundfield, so only re- 
flected sound reaches the ears (here’s 
where smooth off-axis response really 
matters). 

Mounting surround speakers can be 
tough. Pivoting brackets distance them 
from the wall a bit (a plus) and allow for 
experimentation. Dolby has recently 
recommended mounting the speakers 
high on the walls to either side of the lis- 
tening position, as you would dipoles, 
facing each other. If they’re high enough 
(at least higher than a standing person’s 
head), and the side walls are reflective, 
this should set up a lateral reverberant 
field which will be diffuse and will elimi- 
nate the sensation that the sound is 
coming only from behind you, a problem 
with the other arrangement. 

continued on page 102 
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We challenge 20 
top remote controls 


to a multi-product 
A/V shootout 


here was a day when remote 
controls were expensive extras 
that operated only basic func- 
tions. Today remote controls are 
necessary for almost everything 
except basic functions, although 
they'll run those too. Remotes 
are essential and so numerous 
they seem to multiply like lem- 
mings. The top of my TV usu- 
ally looks like it’s been invaded by small 
beings. Typically, the only remote not 
present is the one I happen to need at a 
particular moment. That one’s invaria- 
bly disappeared, or playing hide-and- 
seek under a cushion. I even found a re- 
mote in my refrigerator one morning, as 
if it had wandered in looking for a snack 
after a movie. 

What's the answer to too many re- 
motes? Why another remote of course, a 
universal one able to replace several 
originals while still satisfying the video- 
phile’s desire for unlimited access to ev- 
ery component's full menu of functions. 
There’s certainly no shortage of univer- 
sals vying for your attention. We exam- 
ined 20 models spread across 10 
brands — Fox Electronics, Gemini, Gem- 
star, Jasco, Magnavox, One for All, 
RCA, Recoton, Sole Control and 
Sony —to find out which offer the best 
performance and the best values. In the 
process, we turned up a few winners and 
found some room for improvement. 

The remotes we looked at were uni- 
versals that come programmed with the 
device and function codes for virtually 
all major-brand video and audio compo- 
nents you're likely to own. They differ 
from learning remotes in that learners 
require you to transfer the infrared 
codes from your own remote, a time- 
consuming process that doesn’t always 
work right the first time it’s attempted. 

The universals we examined were all 
capable of controlling at least three 
components. A couple also offer unique 
features, notably Gemstar’s Control 
Tower, which can be programmed by 
new codes over the phone, and Magna- 
vox’s SmartTalk, which responds to vo- 
cal instructions. Otherwise, they fall 





Control Central: Left to right, top: Universal Electron- 
ic’s One For All VCRPRO8, the One For All 5 
Upgradable and Jasco's Control 1 4 Device Big Button; 
bottom: three Control 1 models, the 6 Device Remote, 
the VCR Easy and the 8 Device Mega Memory. 
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into one of three categories: 

e No-frills models, priced from $20 
to $30, that control the basic functions 
on a TV, a VCR, a cable box and, in 
most cases, one additional video device. 

e Powerhouse remotes, priced from 
$30 to $60, that control six or more de- 
vices as well as all the functions on the 
remotes they’re intended to replace. 

e Powerhouse remotes, priced from 
$40 to $100, that include VCR program- 
mers and small LCD screens. 


GOING UNIVERSAL 

What should you look for in a uni- 
versal remote? Start with the keypad. It 
should be comfortable. Small, cramped 
remotes with lookalike keys are being re- 
placed by well-differentiated units with 
unique key shapes, and it’s about time. 
Since most of us watch TV in subdued 
light, large keys with unique silhouettes 
are a big advantage. There’s no longer 
any need to settle for a remote that 
looks confusing. Size and balance are 
also important. Can you reach all the 
keys using one hand? Are frequently 
used keys clustered together? Does the 
remote have “transparent” keys that al- 
low the TV’s volume and mute func- 
tions to be run in cable or VCR mode? 

Function keys are what separate the 
high-tech users from no-tech users. 
While some are in video-heaven when 
they can control everything from a sin- 
gle remote without the need to decipher 
small labels or deal with multifunction 
keys (let alone a manual), videophiles 
will fight to the death to preserve fea- 
tures like indexed search, slow motion, 
frame advance and other indispensable 
functions. Can a single remote make 
both groups happy? 

To our surprise, we found that the 
answer is yes. Manufacturers are design- 
ing simple, easy-to-use universal re- 
motes that also let users map special 
functions to specific keys. For example, 
in TV mode, VCR keys can be assigned 
extra TV functions; and in VCR mode, 
the volume, mute, recall and other TV- 
function keys can be used to control 
VCR functions. 

The problem is there are more func- 





Universal Sixpack: Left to right, top: Sole Control's 
Universal 1500, Recoton’s Remote 6 and Gemini’s Quik 
30; bottom: Gemini’s Quik 40, Smart 15 and Quik 50. 
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tions than keys. The traditional answer 
has been to add more dedicated func- 
tion keys or generic keys labeled A to H. 
But today, many remotes borrow the 
idea of a shift key and use it to enter 
functions. The menu function might be 
mapped to SI (the shift key followed by 
the number pad’s 1 key), while the A/B 
switch might be mapped to S2. 


The key to making a remote fully 
functional lies in the programming. 
Many learning remotes have already 
been replaced by coded universal re- 
motes in which you simply enter a three- 
or four-digit code for each of your com- 
ponents. Typically, the codes are listed 
in a booklet that comes with the remote. 
For some remotes, each device code 
comes with a table showing how the 
original remote’s functions can be 
mapped to the universal remote. All it 
takes is a few hundred key strokes. 

To simplify matters, and protect 
their research, some manufacturers no 
longer publish tables of function codes. 
Instead, they provide an 800 number to 
help map your favorite functions. But 
you still have to punch all those keys. 

Except in the case of Gemstar. The 
company that gave us VCR Plus has a 
better way. The base of its Control Tow- 
er remote has a microphone that you use 
to program the remote directly over the 
phone. You answer a few questions 
about your equipment, hit two keys, and 
put the phone over the remote’s micro- 
phone. The Gemstar computer looks up 
the proper codes for your equipment and 
programs the remote with beeps and 
squeaks. It worked so well that other 
manufacturers may have to adopt a sim- 
ilar system to remain competitive. 

What do you do with a remote that 
doesn’t have proper codes for your 
equipment? With an older remote, you 
set it aside and buy a new upgradable re- 
mote. It will probably be cheaper and 
more functional. However, most new re- 
motes are upgradable. If it doesn’t have 
a code for your present components or 
components you plan to buy, you can 
send it back to be upgraded at no cost. 
But sending it back and forth through 
the mail takes at least a couple of weeks. 

While it’s possible to map all the 





All Systems Go: Left to right, top: Magnavox's Smart 
Talk VCR Voice Programmer, the Fox 4 Record and the 
Fox 600 EX; bottom: RCA’s System Link 3, System Link 
4+ and Sony's Universal Remote. 
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functions from up to eight 
original-equipment remotes to 
a single universal remote, is it 
practical? The problem is re- 
membering where each func- 
tion is mapped. You need a 
book just to list them, and 
functions that were on a sin- 
gle key may now require two 
or three keys in the universal. 
Many people prefer a uni- 
versal remote with a few ded- 
icated function keys — mute, 
onscreen display, channel re- 
call, enter, and so on— which 
they program with their fa- 
vorite functions. For seldom- 
used functions they go back 
to the original remote. How- 
ever, if you no longer have 
some of your original re- 
motes, or you want to map | 
every function to one unit, | 
look for a replacement 
remote that has the ded- 4 
icated keys you use most 
and use programmable 
shift keys for the rest. 


TEST SETUP 

The equipment we used to test the 
remotes consisted of two TVs, a VCR, 
three audio components and a cable 
connection. The primary TV was a 26- 
inch Mitsubishi CS-2655R that came 
with a remote containing a dozen keys 
for controlling special features and on- 
screen displays, plus an A/B switch for 
the antenna and cable box connections, 
and an external video input switch for 
shifting between the TV tuner and the 
VCR. 

The VCR was an RCA VR680HF 
VHS model with numerous special fea- 
tures accessible only from the remote. 
Our secondary TV, the 20-inch Toshiba 
CE2058, was mapped to an AUX key on 
each remote control we tested. The ca- 
ble converter was a Scientific Atlanta 
unit (model 8500321) from the local ca- 
ble company. 

On the audio side, we used a Tech- 
nics SA-R277 stereo receiver, a Tech- 
nics CL-PC10 CD player and a Technics 
SR-TR155 dual audio cassette tape 
deck. The original remote controlled all 
three components. 

Most of the remotes we tested sup- 
ported the basic keypad functions well. 
What separated the stars from the me- 





Phone Pal: 
Gemstar’s Control 
Tower can take code 
updates over phone 
lines. 


too’s was the number of 
components they sup- 
ported and their ability to 
use special function keys. 
The remotes from Univeral 
Electronics and Jasco did 
the best jobs overall. The 
One for All Upgradables 
were my personal favor- 
ites. They’re great remote 
controls. 

The models from Re- 
coton and Gemini com- 
bined built-in codes with 
a learning mode allowing 
users to program special 
functions in some of their 
remotes. It’s easier than 
calling an 800 number for 
the function codes, as 
long as you still have your 
original remote. Gem- 
star's Control Tower 
proved the easiest to 
program, but it has lim- 
ited support for special 
functions. The RCA and 
Sony remotes supported 
fewer components and 
fewer special effects. But 
they were also among the least costly. 

We also tested the range and spread 
of the infrared beam for each remote by 
trying each one at angles of about 30 de- 
grees to either side, up to 10 feet away 
from our A/V system, with the VCR 
hidden behind smoked glass windows. 
The better infrared receivers used in to- 
day’s equipment have sophisticated au- 
tomatic gain controls and clocking 
circuits to help isolate remote signals 
from spurious infrared radiation, al- 
though this is not always the case (see 
“Phantom Frequencies,” April). When a 
universal remote doesn’t match the 
specifications for these circuits, its signal 
will appear weak and directional. 

Most of the remotes worked well. 
When problems did occur, it was be- 
cause a device code did not specify the 
proper center frequency or pulse width 
for the infrared signal, as we'll see below. 
All the remotes, except for the Sony 
Universal, retained their programming 
while we changed batteries. Here’s how 
they stacked up in other areas: 


ONE FOR ALL 


Universal Electronics has a large 


family of remotes under the One for All 
banner. The top-of-the-line VCRPRO 
8 (model URC-6800; $99) has the po- 
tential to become the king of zap. Its 
clean, well-differentiated keypad has 
five special function keys. Eight devices 
can be selected from 14 types of equip- 
ment that include a full complement of 
audio and video components, satellite 
receivers, DAT players, phonographs 
and home automation products. Setup is 
quick and easy using built-in codes or a 
search mode. A two-line LCD display 
walks you through the process with an 
easy-to-follow menu. 

Defining special-function keys is a 
snap. By calling One for All's 800 num- 
ber I was able to map every function 
from each of my original remotes to the 
VCRPRO 8. Suppose you have a whole 
rack of equipment and you run the TV’s 
audio through your stereo system? No 
problem, simply program the shifted TV 
power-on key to turn on both the TV 
and the stereo, then map the TV’s vol- 
ume and mute controls to the stereo. 

Need more? It’s also a 20-event 
VCR programmer. If you have one of 
those VCRs that you program on your 
knees, with your nose six inches from 
the display, this unit's for you. It does it 











AN Twofer: Sole’s Dual-Sided Universal Replacement 
Remote has audio and video controls on separate sides. 
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BY SCOTT WASSER 


Anyone who plays golf is well 
aware of the effect video has had 
on learning the game. But Les 
Unger, special projects manager 
of the United States Golf Asso- 
ciation, has actually seen video 
alter the outcome of tourna- 
ments. “There are instances 
where somebody watching a 
telecast has seen a rules viola- 
tion and gotten word to the offi- 
cials by calling the network that was 
broadcasting the tournament,” he says. 
“The officials, who didn’t witness the action, 
were able to view it on videotape and assess 
penalty strokes.” 

This is one of the most dramatic ways 
video technology has affected the game of 
golf, one of the world’s oldest and most tra- 
ditional sports. But it’s not the only way. For 





| example: 





| going on in their swings,” says 
| Scott Davenport, head teaching 


| pro at the well-respected and 
| high-tech Sea Island, Geor- 


| Davenport has been teaching 


| rienced teaching both with and 


e If you play the game seriously, you’ve 
probably had your stroke videotaped at a 
professional golf school or by a friend 
with a camcorder. 

e If you watch television, you’ve 
probably seen advertisements touting 
commercially produced golf instruc- 
tional videos. 

e If you have a computer, 
you can play golf simulations, 
which are also featured at in- 
door parlors where real clubs 
and balls are used. 

e If you’re a total golf ad- 
dict, you'll soon be able to tune 
into a 24-hour-a-day, 7-day- 
a-week golf channel, and access 
the extensive video archives of 
tournaments compiled by both 
the USGA and the PGA 
(Professional Golfer's Associa- 
tion). 

“Seventy percent of what 
people learn is through visual 
means. Video allows people to 
see much more easily what’s 


gia/Golf Digest Learning Center. 
golf for 16 years, so he has expe- 


without video. “What people 
feel and do are so different. 
Video helps bridge the gap be- 
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tween fact and fiction.” 

Chris Hodenfield, senior edi- 
tor at Golf Digest magazine, illus- 
trates the point: “Someone tells 
you you're coming over the top 
on your swing and you're sure 
you're not. The human body is 
very persuasive at times. But 
when you see yourself on tape, 
you know what they’re talking 
about. It’s hard to argue.” 

That’s why the Learning Center makes 
extensive use of video. On the practice 
range, for example, a student's stroke is vid- 
eotaped simultaneously from four different 
angles. Later, the teaching pro and the stu- 
dent can sit down and view the videotape in 
teal time, slow motion or even a frame at a 
time. Split-screen analysis is also used, 
sometimes with all four angles of the player's 
swing shown at the same time to hammer 
home a point. 

However, Hodenfield finds at least one 
possible drawback to golf instruction 
via video. “A lot of the professional 
players have started using video 
heavily, and that may be one of the 
reasons why there’s a growing unifor- 
mity among players,” he says. “Play- 
ers in the ’30s, '40s, 50s and 
even ’60s were all different. But 
so many players today see them- 
selves, whether it’s on television 
or tape, that they all look the 
same. The swing has become 
homogenized.” 

The combination of golf and 
TV is “a natural,” according to 
Bob Sutton, executive vice 
president of The Golf Channel, 
which plans to begin broadcast- 
ing in January. “Look at all the 
golfers in the country and 
around the world,” he says. “I 
know it will work.” 

Sutton says The Golf Chan- 
nel will broadcast tournament 
coverage from all the national 
and international professional 
tours, a nightly golf news report, 
and health, fitness and instruc- 
tional programs. It will also re- 
play classic tournaments and 
feature a home-shopping show 
Sutton hopes will snare a share 
of the $2 billion golf accessories 
market. 

“For the first time, a golfer 























will have a place to go to see just golf- 
related programming,” says Sutton. 
“We're working on contracts for cable 
now. Some of the cable systems don’t 
have the channel capacity to carry us 
immediately, but as soon as they do I’m 
positive we'll be on them.” 

While Sutton is selling his Golf 
Channel to cable television and direct 
satellite broadcasting companies, the 
producers of instructional golf videos 
have been pitching their products to 
him. He says he’s “inundated with golf 
tapes that want to be on the air” and 
that instructional programs will occupy 
a lot of airtime. “Golfers love instruc- 
tion,” he says. “I know a guy who just 
spent $45 on three tapes and he already 
has about 50 others at home.” 

Some golf videos have been best- 
sellers. Among the most popular are 
Golf My Way with Jack Nicklaus, Auto- 
matic Golf and the Bobby Jones Series, 
which were created from instructional 
films reportedly made by the golfing leg- 
end during the 1930s. Jones was way 
ahead of his time. It has only been with- 
in the past decade that most golfers and 
golf instructors realized what a powerful 
teaching tool a video camera can be. 

Many of the players who developed 
their swings before videotape became a 
teaching tool are still competing on the 
PGA Senior tour. Someone looking for 





an example of Arnold Palmer’s classic 
stroke or Chi Chi 
Rodriguez’s flamboy- 
ant post-putt gyra- 
tions can probably 
find it in the video- 
tape archives the 
PGA or the USGA. 
One of Les Unger’s 
primary respon- 
sibilities for the 
USGA is to catalog all 
the footage shot at its 
major tournaments, 
the U.S. Men’s, Wom- 
en’s and Senior 
Opens. 

“We review every 
second of tape we re- 
ceive and log it into a 
computer using spe- 
cific keywords,” he 
says. “I can log it by 
time or code. I note 
things like the name f 
of the person, the place —say a tee shot 
or a bunker—and describe the action. I 
get about 100 tapes from each of our 
tournaments and it takes me about 10 
days to log one of our Opens. It’s tiring 
work. Your eyes are constantly jumping 
around to three different locations. 
You're looking at a computer monitor, at 
a screen where the video is being shown 





and at another screen that’s displaying 
time codes.” 

The precision with which he does 
his job, however, makes it possible to 
find a single moment in golf ’s seemingly 





endless timeline. “Before I started here 
in 1990, we had all of these tournaments 
(on tape or film) in storage, but nobody 
knew where anything was. Now we can 
find anything we want by the name of a 








person, a particular action or a specific 
event.” 

Why? “Maybe a rule was broken,” 
Unger continues, “and an official wants 
to review it. Or maybe there’s a compa- 
ny that would like to use footage from 
the U.S. Open because a particular 
golfer is using that equipment or they 
just like that golfer and want to use him 
as a spokesperson.” 

And if someone wants to watch a 
bunch of great athletes competing in 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
events, video helps the USGA provide 
that, too. “Video allows you to tape a 
golf tournament and condense it into 
video highlights that people can enjoy 
for years to come,” Unger says. ‘We 
condense hours and hours of play over 
four days into a 55- or 58-minute video 
so that people can enjoy their favorite 
players or favorite tournaments when- 
ever they like.” 

Computer simulations give people 
the ability to play golf whenever they 
like, even if there’s three feet of snow on 
the ground. Aficionados can boot up 
one of the many golf simulations avail- 
able for home computers and use a joy- 
stick or mouse to mash pixels portraying 
golf balls. Or they can drive down to an 
indoor parlor where they can use their 
own clubs to smack real golf balls 
against a computer-generated backdrop 
projected on a 20-foot screen. In both 

ewee cases, video helps 
make the experience 
a realistic one. 

The best PC golf 
simulation is Access 
Software’s Links 386 
Pro, which built its 
award-winning repu- 
tation on its ability to 
reproduce famous golf 
courses with incredi- 
ble realism. Access 
marketing vice-presi- 
dent Steve Witzel says 
that kind of realism 
would not be possible 
without video. He ex- 
plains that one of the 
first steps in recreat- 
ing a famous golf 
course on a computer 
is to “go out and vid- 
eotape every inch of 
that course. A guy 
goes out with a video camera and walks 
the middle of the fairway. Every 50 
yards, he stops and does a 360-degree 
pan. It’s a full day’s job.” 

The video is then matched, frame- 
by-frame, with topographic information 
of the course that has been fed into ac- 
cess’ computers. The video is digitized 
and combined with raw topographic 
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data to recreate some of 
nature’s most beautiful 
handiwork on a 14-inch 
color monitor. A topog- 
raphy “engine” in the 
program makes sure all 
of the elements combine 
to produce a realistic 
simulation of what it 
would be like to play a 
particular course. 

How realistic is it? 
“We can place a surface 
vertically within two 
inches of where it is in 
real life,” Witzel says. |j° 
“We can place a tree 
within a square-foot box 
of where it: really is. We 
can generate what ap- 
pears to be video from a 
helicopter flyby. But it’s 
better than the real 
thing because we can fly § 
anywhere we want. We | 
can fly an inch off the 
ground or 50 feet above 
the ground.” 

That detail, made 
possible by video, has 
helped make Links 386 
Pro a big success. Access, 
which has sold around 
700,000 copies of vari- 
ous Links versions, be- 
lieves that about 3 
million people have 
played its photo-realistic 
golf simulations on home 
computers. ‘We get 
comments all the time 
about how realistic Links 
is,” Witzel says. “We've 
gotten letters from peo- 
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Computer Club: Golf simulation programs like Access Software's Links 386 Pro use exten- 
sive video footage of famous golf courses to achieve more realistic game play. The 
graphics from Links 386 Pro have been used in live-action golf simulators. 
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about 1/4,000-second is 
about right, or if your 
camcorder offers auto 
exposure modes, use the 
high-speed shutter or 
sports mode. 

If the course isn’t 
crowded, you can shoot 
while you're playing. But 
if you notice a foursome 
bearing down on you, it’s 
more polite to pack up 
the camcorder and head 
for the driving range, 
where you should have a 
much easier time getting 
unobstructed and unin- 
terrupted shots. 

For a basic video of 
your swing, shoot from 
the side (with the golfer 
facing you) and the rear. 
Frame the shot so that 
the golfer almost fills the 
screen. Get shots of the 
golfer using different 
clubs (which may affect 
his or her form, due to 
the short lengths of 
higher-numbered clubs). 

When you view the 
tapes, use slow-motion 
or still frames to analyze 
your swing. Many 8mm 
and Hi8 camcorders 
don’t offer slow motion 
or clean stills, in which 
case you should dub the 

tape to VHS (or 

Ue my S-VHS), and play it on a 

good four-head machine 

with frame advance or a 
jog/shuttle dial. 

For Hodenfield, the 
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ple who have become paraplegics who 
say things like ‘I’ve finally gotten my 
love of golf back, thanks to your pro- 
gram.” 

While the graphics from Links are 
not quite the same as looking at real 
video, they are realistic enough to be 
used by four different companies that 
produce real-action golf simulators. 
These simulators generate Links courses 
on 10-foot-diagonal front-projection 
screens that double as backstops for fly- 
ing golf balls. Set up like game arcades 
for golfers, these facilities enable people 
to play a few holes or a complete round 
without ever moving off an artificial turf 
carpet. 

The most sophisticated golf simula- 
tors use sensors to read the spin, speed 
and trajectory of a ball after it’s hit. That 
information is digested by a computer 
that simulates the ball’s flight on one of 
the Links courses and determines where 
it will land. “It’s basically Links 386 Pro 





modified to accept input from an actual 
golf ball,” explains Witzel. “Quite a lot 
of engineering went into it. We wanted 
to make sure that when the real ball hits 
the screen, the simulated ball takes off 
from that exact spot. The only thing 
missing is the breeze.” 

Golf video doesn’t necessarily re- 
quire thousands of dollars worth of so- 
phisticated equipment. If you have a 
camcorder —any camcorder —it can be 
very effective as a golf instructional tool. 
Be sure to bring along a tripod. A light, 
inexpensive model will do, as long as it’s 
not a windy day. It’s best to bring along a 
helper, but it is possible to do everything 
yourself —just set up the camcorder, 
then try some test shots to get the right 
framing. 

The only special shooting trick you 
need to employ is to use your your cam- 
corder’s high-speed shutter, which will 
let you get crisp stills and slow motion 
when you play the tape. A speed of 


warm breezes, lush foliage and beautiful 
sunsets often found on golf courses are 
among the things that make the sport so 
enjoyable. Unfortunately, his enjoyment 
has at times been tarnished by one of 
video’s more intrusive impacts. The 
worst invasion of video in golf, he says, 
“are the golfers who go out on a coutse 
and videotape their own games. It al- 
ways seems to happen when you're on 
one of those incredibly beautiful courses 
that you paid $200 to play on. As you're 
playing, you find yourself waiting longer 
and longer for the people in front of you. 
I feel like taking a bazooka to those peo- 
ple. What’s kept us from writing about it 
is we're afraid of giving people the idea. 
We're afraid we'd see the video version 
of copycat killers.” 

Despite this singular example, 
video's effect on golf has been positive. 
In fact, it’s safe to say that, for almost 
everyone who loves the game, video has 
breathed new life into the sport. 2 
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BATTERIES CAMCORDERS 
VO825 SONY 90 min C-FORMAT 
VO9816 PANASONIC/JVC-VHS-C PV-1Q204 10:1 zoom 
vo829 ...PANASONIC full size PV-1Q304 see12:1 ZOOM 
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PV-54 " image stabilization 
PV-S64 sssereree SVHS/EIS 
MICROPHONE FULL SIZE 
WMS-PRO ........0000+ 2mic system PV-S770. super VHS 
WHX-PRO......:00+« shand held TV/VCR COMBO 
PV-M1324......... ssrsesstenrere 13" COMBO 
PV-M2043.......sssesssereessneeeesns20” Combo 
PV-M2083......2-:+0:+0++++20" HI-FI Combo 
E700 ....w/FREE CASE! $839.95 ACCESSORIES 
ES1000....... soe NEW!NEW!NEW! NWUAVEES: ciscspctneodsisbetay seAV Mixer 
UCS5 sesssssseeeeeedMage stabilization WJAVE7.... see NEW 
At digital..............digital special effects WAITTLS voscecsssseeens svcreenee Tiler 
l2 soe NEW! NEW! NEW! VCR's 
PV-4414 4 Head/VCR Plus 
PV-4451 2 4 Head HI-FI 
PV-4461 HI-FI VCR Plus 
PV-4462... audio level meters 
CAMCORDERS (‘free case) eevee sess 
GR-AX30 NEW! 12:1 zoom rie 
GR-AX37 NEW! animation bree segs 
GR-AX70 color viewfinder LASER DISC PLAYERS 


PV-M 1324 - 13” 2 head 
PV-M 2043 - 20” 4 head 
PV-M 2053 - 20” 4head/Hi-Fi 






“Interactive Video” 


CDI — 


with “Compton’s 





All credit approved orders in the 48 contiguous states. under |5ibs, are automatically 


upgraded to Airborne Express - 2 day delivery, Next day overnight express available 















GR-AX75U" image stabilization jm LX-101 CALL iia fora smal extra charge. Encyclopedia!” 
GR-M7PRO* 1G cena LS 000 sisescisersot eerie CALE \ yclope 
GR-SZ7U" NEW! NEW! NEW! fig LX-900 vee CALL 
} HR-J610U soon head HI-FI SPM-3 charger/discharger...........$34.95 — 
R-E:A: lL I acarhetinia 


HR-VP612U HI-FI VCR Plus SPM-E battery eliminator............$24.95 
HR-VP6180 .. HI-FI & jog/shuttle SPW-81 8mm rewinder.............$24.95 
HR-VP710U HI-FI flying erase head SFX-L special effects editor 
HR-S49000 ............NEW! NEW! NEW! With CONtIO! LI ......ssssssssssseseeseee NEW! 
HR-S6900U.......-..sseessnnseseeee dio dub 


mew Fuereiww 
OWE MACHINE. INFINITE Possi@iLiTies 





CD BOOM BOXES SPP-77 i 


CFS-470 * CFD-580 10 channel 
CFD-560 * CFD-768 SPP-D15 









VCR's 
sesseesssreeee4 Head HI-FI 


Interactive 






NCM ™ Fully Son : svsisnanWCR Plus C3 DISCMAN WALKMAN | 2line 
EM Aue Y 1660 orn HFT/ VCR Plus D-42ISP WME SPP-160 
BATTERY Comaptible! -760 vrnnninninninnnn6 Video heads D-802K dual rechargeable battery packs Prtaniaimiht 


SPP-95 speaker phone 














1 DD Dis (Ss MOD LA 6 DD DO) Since 1982 











P.O. Box 17882 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 


INDUSTRIAL CAMCORDERS EDITING DECKS 
AG-455 12X zoom | | EVO-9500 .HI8 record/play 
AG-3 3 chip/SVHS EVO-9720... 













V Deck 


Provides VISCA 










A/B ROLL EDIT CONTROL SYSTEM 






























EDITING DECKS §VO-9600 SVHS VCR : i in’s ' 

AGHA280 sree vend head : compatibilty *One of Wisconsin’s Top 10 
rane ee rpe | | SVP-9000 ..SVHS play only | ||*V-STATION™ “Records or he 

icattes ms ; VERS i _ Owned Businesses 
AGAQE, controller LASER DISC PLAYERS Desktop inter-format A/B Roll edit con- dubs (RC) Women 

MONITORS MDP-1150 ...ssssssessereeonnseeenndaser bar code | }] troller with RS-232C port, 3 programmable time code *Corporate, Government & 

CT-1383Y 13" video monitor MONITORS GPI triggers. Reads Hi8 RC time. *Can record C 
CT-1384VY : 13 wituner |} Gy 43110 PCM digital audio School POs Welcome 


NTSC/PAURGB 
20” Multi scan 








CT-2083Y .20" video monitor 
CT-2084VY 20" wituner | | GVM 2020... 


A/V MIXERS 
WJ-MX30 : sta field synch. SPECIAL PRICES! *Provides the key Ni Box 


to integrating 


PRO MARK II - Automatic Inter Format Available in Hi-8 and 8mm 


Tech: (414) 357-8181 


i ed 



















































CLOSEOUTS / DEMOS Es *No surcharge for credit cards 
digital mixer] } EVO 150TR ................. $2,099 eet *No extra charge for insurance 
TitleMaker 2000} | EVO 9500 ....... AGT ALDOR tonics AA late rene recorders, AES $' s 
Video Equlaizer} ] EVO 9650 .... : BT-H1350Y ........... : ae ae e *No extra charge for delivery 
Unb UOTE EVO'QROO 3:57: lesietar armas WIPAVER cass iin a atric, seul) { Sean chau eroroniner 









Special Effects Mixer 


Please reference thi de X, e i e - 
a  noctcecewirerce ms code] Hrs (CST): M-F 8am - 8pm, Sat. 9am - 5pm » Tech Info 1pm - Spm (414) 357-8181 + Fax (414) 357-7814 











BY JONATHAN TAKIFF 
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What's new in laser players? Lots of models, prices 
& karaoke— our buyer’s guide tells all | 





Is this the year 
you'll finally 
break down and buy a laserdisc player? 
Or move up to a more advanced model? 
Machines with newer features, like ka- 
raoke, are plentiful, prices are good and 
people like Marantz marketing manager 
David Birch-Jones believe that “laser is 
still the best kept secret in video.” On 
the other hand, a few familiar brands 
aren’t fielding new models this fall, and 
the latest research is fueling a gnawing 
fear that laser’s day has almost gone. 
But any predictions about laserdisc’s 
passing are bound to be premature. 
While only one percent of American 
homes boast a laserdisc player, that still 
translates to 1.2 million machines, many 
owned by loyal laser afficionados — and 
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10 percent of Japanese homes have a 
player. Meanwhile, laser’s appeal contin- 
ues to grow. Last year, 280,000 players 
were sold here to consumers, and this 
year’s tally is expected to be about 
300,000. Virtually all were combi players 
that also handle audio CDs, and about 
70,000 were karaoke models for sing- 
along fun. 

The accompanying chart covers al- 
most four dozen players from nearly 20 
companies, at prices ranging from about 
$450 to $6,000. While there’s something 
for virtually everybody, you won't find 
Philips among the players this year. The 
international giant whose Tennessee- 
based Magnavox division produced the 
world’s first laserdisc player in 1978 has 
dropped its two U.S. models. Now Phi- 

lips is pushing Video CD, 
the prerecorded opti- 


cal format that | 





uses MPEG-1 digital compression to 
pack 74 minutes of digital video, at near- 
VHS quality, onto one side of a CD-size 
disc. 

Other “no shows” this fall include 
Hitachi, Sanyo and Sharp, all companies 
that recently fielded laser players. Some 
of the sideliners are “studying” the roll- 
out of Video CD, due this fall. Many 
more makers, including some laser stal- 
warts like Pioneer and Sony, believe 
there’s more video potential waiting in 
the second generation of CD-sized discs, 
which will use MPEG-2 compression. 
“Everybody's working on it,” says Brian 
Hoffman, Panasonic’s national consum- 
er video marketing manager. The goal is 
a disc with 135 minutes of video per side, 
with an S-VHS-quality picture and 
sound as good as the Digital Compact 
Cassette and MiniDisc formats. 

“We used to always imagine such a 
product being 10 years away,” says Sony 
Electronics home video executive Jim 
Bonan. “But nobody’s saying that 

anymore.” Pioneer has already 





Budget Combi: Sony's $599 MDP-500, 
with auto-reverse and skip scan. 





























DENON LA-2500 $700 ¥y N N nf Veer 20m ¥ Y Y — AV2, CDT, DYC, 00, SV 

DENON LA-3500 $2,000 Y Y N Y Virsa: 20 2¥ M4 Y _ AF, AV2, DYC, GP, 00, JS2, SV 

DENON LA-2100 $850 N N N N N oN ZO ear: NN DCD, FD 

DENON LA-3100 $1,200 Y x N Y Nr eevee) f 205 aN: %, Y DCD, TM 

DENONET LA-2150K $999 N N Nf N N ON 20 ON N N CDG, KC, VE, VEF, VR 

EAD T-8000 $3,950 Y Y N 4 gigs ref CACO. y N Ad, DCD, DC, DNR, IF/SB, OO, PO, SV(2), Y/C 
KENWOOD — LVD-320 $549 N N Ne ren testes GeOsari NATE Yao) Ve ALORS VVC 

KENWOOD LVD-820R $899 Y N N Y Yay 20:2. 2Y Y: Yo -AV2, DCF, EC. SV. YIC 

MARANTZ LD-510 $799 Y N [Sf RN frente amen Wiewee) Wma Aiteeoeny (He eiyar® eines Of) 814, ( 

MSB LS-1 $2,999 Y N N y. Y.aeeN yO f Y N AJ, DKF, PO,TO, SV, Y/C 

MITSUBISH!| — M-V6022 $899 Y N N ¥. Na 24. =ON Y ¥ > :CF00; SV, Yi: 

MITSUBISH! = M-V7025 $1,299 Y ‘i N Ne Morey, 24. =O2N Y Y — CF, ILR, OO, SV, Y/C 

NIKKODO LV-1500S $598 N N Nee, VY eee N 20 Ne Ye SAY OC AV OAC RACED NRE GpalG 

PANASONIC —_LX-H170 $449 N N N Y » Aba | /LVegeees ¢ Y Y DCF, FD, GP 

PANASONIC —_LX-600 $800 ¥ N Nie > Yas EYRE O0 Ne re Voor Y=" DCR FD <GPAISessVeviG 

PANASONIC —_LX-K750 $1,000 Y N Y N ¥ SN 20 N NY AK, AM, CDGA, DMI, GP, KC, SV, TAR, VE, VEF, VR, Y/C 
PANASONIC — LX-900 $1,100 Y Y NGS Yee Yar mp DenenyceN coon AP SDOR DYGcRD.usenoW 

PIONEER CLD-S201 $535 N N N Y NY: CASEY. Vf N CDT 

PIONEER CLD-S303 $650 N N Y Vii caacas Neaepe ie Vi cay epee Liar EG 

PIONEER CLD-M403 $770 N N Y ¥ YoaeN ORS f Y Vc SCD sEG SV NIG 

PIONEER CLD-D503 $650 Y N NEE YY Yana Nr e ONT n Vic SCD TD ERelCeor aint 

PIONEER CLD-D703 $1,220 Y vi N Y Y Y para | Y Y CDT, DCF, DNR, SP, SV(2), TM, Y/C 

PIONEER CLD-V750 NA N N Mi N Y N 2A TY Y Y  AV2, DCD, CDT, HE, KC, OMT, VE, VR 
PIONEER CLD-V850 NA Y N Y N Y N Zen: Y Y  AV2, CDG, CDT, DCD, HE, KC, OMT, VE, VEF, VR 
PIONEER CLD-53 $850 Y N Nee YOY eM Od vaste Mites! Vieni Yer DO ROSE sIM 

PIONEER CLD-97 $2,500 Y Y N Y yi yf 2a Y Y — AV2, PF, SV, Y/C 

PIONEER CLD-A100 $735 N N NIG: Neca NeeaiNe code ViOeAVIOS Nou SCO rake 

PROSCAN PLSD45 $599 4 N N Y Ys Y pL Soe Y Y — AV2, CF, JS2, 00, SV, TM, Y/C 

QUASAR LD510 $489 N N Nat Y SESE eS 20 Sey astr Ve VS ORS EO SGP 

QUASAR LD600 $749 Y N Nos: Y Sea ec No ea peanscy oyte “Vint sce Vote DMO RDB SOD SV VIG 

QUASAR LD700 $1,000 Y ¥ NS YS NESS ROR R a EON DONC RAP BOR, DVO; FDialS2, OV 

RCA LDR307 $499 N N N N N N 32 N YY 2audio outputs 

RCA LDR610 $549 Y N N Y ¥ VE Aes. ¥: Y — AV2, CF, OO, SV, TM 

RUNCO. LJR 1 $3,995 Y y: N Y Y ry rae | Ns N AF, AP, BNC, DNA, DYC, FD, GP, 00, SV(2), TO 
RUNCO LJR 1 ST $4,995 Y Y N Y ¥ Y 20 Pre: Y N AF, AP, BNC, DNA, DYC, FD, GP, 00, PO, SV(2), TO 
RUNCO LJR 1 DA $4,995 ¥ ¥: N Y x Y A Vase f Y NAF, AP, BNC, DA, DNA, DYC, FD, GP, 00, SV(2) 
SAMSUNG DV530K $429 N N Y N N ON 023 N Y Y — DCD, DMI, VEF, TMI 

SAMSUNG DV530KV NA N N " N N ON 3255N Y Y — DCD, DMI, VCD 

SAMSUNG DV730K $539 N N Y NSN ON 92 SEY View o¥s 2 CDGsDCD, KC; VE, VEF, VR} OMT, TM 

SONY MDP-500 $599 Y N N Y N Y 1 Y N N DCF, QP 

SONY MDP-600 $799 Y N Y y Y Vie aeoe ene ye Y — AV2, DCF, 00, OP, SV 

SONY MDP-750 $899 Y N Y Y a4 Y 20 ON NY AV2, DCF, LDM, OO, PF, QP, SV, Y/C 

SONY MDP-800 $1,199 Y Y Y Ne AYE > Nea yeyennieye (04 AVE DCF: DPG 00; PR: GP: SV2 VIC 

THETA Data || $2,495 N N N N N N 20 ON N N AJ, MPS, SV, TO, Y/C 

THETA Data III $4,500 Y N NESE ee acoder OEY VTS AL MPS: SVE TOFYIC 

TOSHIBA XR-W90A $800 Y N Nisan Vs sneer pratt any Vici Niles AYO =OD TAD CDEC eTM DY GuSWi NIG 
YAMAHA CDV-870 $749 N N Nanaia Vicar aver oN cea O0E ey: RSENS = eye 9 OO, 

YAMAHA CDV-300K $899 N N ¥: N YEN 20e 7%. NY HE, KC, SP, TMI 








KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Y: yes, feature present; Nz no, feature absent; NA: not available; (IK): karaoke feature; ¥/O: yes, with optional LaserActive module. SPECIAL FEATURES: AF: art function; Au: anti- 
jitter board; AK: auto key adjustment (K); AP: adjustable picture; AM: advice mode graphically helps maintain pitch (K); AW2: A/V outputs, 2 pairs; BNC: BNC composite video out- 
puts, recessed; CB: chapter button; CDG: plays CD+Graphics discs (K); CDGA: plays CD+G discs with adaptor; CDT: separate CD tray; CF: comb filter; DA: custorr 
digital-to-analog convertor; DCD: direct CD playback, bypasses video circuitry; DCF: digital comb filter; DEN: digital color noise reduction; DMI: dual mic inputs; DNR: digital videc 
noise reduction, adjustable; DPC: digital picture call, stores images for later display; DYC: digital Y/C separation; FD: fluorescent display switch; 5CD: 5-CD carousel; GP: glass lens 
pickup; HE: digital hall environments; IF/SB: isolating feet/stabilizer blocks; ILR: illuminated jog/shuttle remote; KC: key controller (K); LA: LaserActive, accepts game and karaoke 
modules; LC: auto level control (audio compressor); LDM: digest mode, scans laserdiscs at 1.5x, 2x speeds with intelligible sound; MPS: multiple power supplies; OMT: one-more- 
time key (K); OO: optical output; PF: digital picture freeze at end of side one; PO: professional outputs, ATT optical and digital AES/EBU with XLR connector; QP: quick play 
start/reverse, reads past table of contents; J$2: jog/shuttles on player and remote; SP: soft picture adjustment; $V(2): S-Video output(s); TAR: target mode, cuts off bad singers (K) 
TM: theater mode (a.k.a. film mode; turns off front display, fades image to black at end of side); TMI: twin mic inputs; TO: LD transport only, no D/A convertor; VCD: plays Video-CD 
VE: vocal eliminator (K); VEF: vocal effects by DSP (K); WR: voice replacement, restores master vocal when you stop singing; ¥/: analog Y/C separation 
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shown a digitally compressed long-play- 
ing disc in Japan, along with the ultra 
fine “blue” laser that may be necessary 
to track it. Will the little disc’s conve- 
nience triumph over laser’s. quality? In- 
dustry execs foresee a Video CD II for- 
mat and today’s 12-inch laserdisc coex- 
isting nicely within a couple of years, 
possibly with combi players to handle 
both formats. “Today, all it takes to add 
Video CD to a player is three small 
chips,” notes Birch-Jones. 
Manufacturers are not taking these 
possibilities lying down. The laser corps, 
led by Pioneer, is working to enhance 
the format and maintain its supremacy 
in the home video arena. The next up- 
grade should be the addition of a dis- 
crete, digitally compressed, six-channel 
surround sound stream, delivering pin- 
point accuracy and full-range fidelity 
from each driver. Digital surround sound 








could be buried on a disc in one of the 
two original AFM analog tracks without 
disturbing the current two-track digital 
Pro-Logic surround. 

This would assure disc compatibility 
for most laser owners, although not early 
adopters with pre-digital machines. Dol- 
by Lab’s AC-3 discrete surround system 
is a leading contender, but is facing resis- 
tance from format guardian Philips, 
which favors using the compression 
scheme it invented for DCC. While an 
integrated circuit chip for decoding 
AC-3 could be developed by early next 
year, according to Kerry McCammon, 
Pioneer’s vice president of home elec- 
tronics marketing, other scene watchers 
predict that it could take years to stand- 
ardize a new sound-coding format and 
the various features that would go with 
it, like a six-channel output/input jack 
set. 














Sing Out: Panasonic’s LX-K750 (top), 
| Yamaha's CDV-300K (center) and 

| Pioneer's CLD-M403 all include 

} karaoke features. 


CHOOSING A PLAYER 


In the meanwhile, there are 
many good reasons to flip for a 
laser player, including a library 
of 8,000 razor-sharp titles, many 
with such extras as letterboxing, 
AFM-track commentaries, 
trailers and director's notes. All 
of which brings us to the players 
themselves. Shoppers this fall 
should be prepared to discover 
premium features hovering in 
popular price zones. 

Automatic double-sided 
play, achieved with a flip-over 
laser pickup, will be available in 
Pioneer, RCA and Sony models 
with street prices below $500. 
“Given the choice of a five-CD 
carousel or auto side-reversing, 
people vote overwhelmingly for 
the latter,” says Patrick De- 
ighan, VCR and laserdisc prod- 
uct manager for Thomson 
Consumer Electronics. “The 
perceived value is much high- 


Faster get-up and go is an- 
other feature you'll be hearing 
about. Sony boasts a new Quick 
Start/Quick Reverse system 
that gets the picture to the 
screen in 7.4 seconds, and 
switches sides in 8.7 seconds, a 
40 percent improvement over 
the 11- or 12-second starts and 
flips of most players. “We think our new 
models overcome the two biggest con- 
sumer objections to the format — slow 
start-up time and the need to get out of 
your chair to flip the disc,” notes Sony’s 
Jim Bonan. Part of the trick, he admits, 
is simply instructing the laser to skip 
past the disc’s table of contents. “The 
feature is defeatable,” he says, “but we 
think most people will leave it on all the 
time.” Meanwhile, Pioneer is claiming 
an eight-second turn time thanks to the 
lighter Gamma-Turn mechanism used in 
its CLD-D503 ($650) and CLD-D703 
($1,220) combi players. 

Karaoke features, once limited to 
specialty players costing more than 
$1,000, are showing up in models as in- 
expensive as Samsung’s $429 DV530K. 
“You get a combi player with a micro- 
phone, two microphone inputs with ad- 
justable level, and a digital echo circuit 
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to make you sound better,” says Knox. 
Basic karaoke features are also running 
through the four model Sony line and 
sing out in Pioneer's one-side play CLD- 
$303 ($650) and $770 list CLD-M403, 
not incidentally the only 5 CD carousel- 
combi now available. 

For serious vocalizers, a couple of 
hundred more dollars buys laser karaoke 
players that can remove the lead vocal 
from an old recording (if it’s mixed dead 
center), move the pitch up or down in 
quarter or half tone increments to fit 
your range, and enhance your perfor- 
mance with digitally processed hall envi- 
ronments. 

Panasonic’s LX-K750 ($1,000) prom- 
ises the most fun at parties with unique 
features like Advice, which is a TV 
screen display that shows how your 
pitch compares with the prerecorded 
master vocal. Vocal sourpusses will get 
an automatic hook if the Target feature 
is engaged. This electronic talent scout 
also rewards singers with visual congrat- 
ulations for staying on key. 

The use of digital circuitry to im- 
prove performance is another part of 
this year’s laser story. Digital time-base 
correction was once the strict province 
of broadcast equipment. Now it’s used in 
many combi players to tame the subtle 
picture jitters caused by off-center or 
warped discs. You'll also find features 
like digital video noise reduction, digital 
dropout compensation and digital comb 
filters making the best of an already 
good situation by boosting video signal- 
to-noise ratios to a broadcast-quality 50 
decibels. 

Eight-bit digital field memories, 
available in machines costing at least 
$1,000, bring a variety of video tricks, 
like still and variable-speed slow motion, 
to long-play CLV discs. Of course, all 
combi players can do these stunts with 
30-minute-a-side CAV discs, but CAV 
titles are fewer and costlier. Even with- 
out digital memories, many players can 
now skip-scan through CLV discs, with 
the strobe-like pictures appearing in col- 
or. Another nice touch, the last play 
memory feature, lets you shut off a disc 
in the middle, then resume playing in 
the same spot later. 

On the audio side, one-bit digital-to- 
analog convertors (DAC) have migrated 
over from CD players, to raise signal-to- 
noise expectations to an astonishing 115 
decibels, albeit perhaps with a little chi- 
canery. “Feed a null signal to a CD play- 
er, as test equipment is designed to do 
when there’s no disc in, and the DAC 
automatically mutes, shuts down,” notes 
Mark Knox, Samsung marketing manag- 
er for audio and laserdisc products. 
“Feed a test disc which just has least-sig- 
nificant bit signal information to keep 











the DAC on, and you raise the noise 
floor 7 to 8 dB.” 

Before you contemplate a class-ac- 
tion suit, take heart. “Any signal-to- 
noise spec above 100 decibels means the 
hiss generated inside the machine will 
be inaudible to any and every person,” 
says Birch-Jones. More useful in a combi 
player, he feels, is a direct CD playback 
feature, “which cuts off the video board 
and the nasty RF leakage potential.” 
Standard audio CD features like multi- 
track programmability, random play, in- 
tro-scan previewing and CD-to-tape 
synchronized editing (among players 
sharing a brand) are almost givens. 

For the golden of ears and wallet, a 
quartet of U.S. specialty houses — En- 
lightened Audio Designs (EAD), Run- 
co, MSB and Theta—are making 
interesting modifications to high-end, 
auto-reverse combi players. These in- 
clude things like replacing the stock 
DAC with a custom board, or pairing 
the laser transport with an outboard 
convertor, all of which adds $4,000 to 
$5,000 to the price. Naturally, these la- 
ser hot rods also promise the very best in 
video tweaking — look for reengineered 
signal paths, upgraded passive compo- 
nents and loads of extra shielding. 









































Is your Cable Company 
Alienating You? 


Say NO to unearthly 
rental fees! 


AMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Once around 


When renting a video, fast forward and 
rewind a tape before viewing it. In play 
mode, a VCR warms up and so does the 
tape; when it’s rewound and returned in 
this condition, the tape had not been 
spooled evenly. Audio and video quality 
are better when the tape has been re- 
wound cool. Johnny L. Reese, 

Boone, North Carolina 


Calling All Tipsters 


Do you know something we don’t about 
VCRs, TVs, camcorders and other video 
equipment? We'll share it with our read- 

ers if you share it with us as a “Tech 
Tip.” We'll also give you credit and a 
$25 bounty for each tip we publish. Tips 
should be informative and to the point. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number. Send submissions to 
Tech Tips, Video Magazine, 460 West 34 
Street, New York, NY 10001. a 


Owning your cable 
equipment saves you 
the high cost of 
monthly equipment 
rental charges, and 
gives you control of 
your TV. 


We have the Best in 


pyERROLO 


CONVERTERS and DESCRAMBLERS! 








FREE 


Catalog! 









Everquest ¢ Panasonic ¢ Jerrold ¢ Zenith ¢ Pioneer 
Scientific Atlanta ¢ Oak ¢ Eagle ¢ Hamlin ¢ Tocom 


1 800 = 150 


a Fee 
[corel MasterCard 
— S - 


875 S. 72 Street © Omaha, NE 68114 


Nee 


Member of 
National Consumer 
Cable Association 


Circle 23 on Reader Service Card. 
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Wholesale Connection 
To Order Call Toll Free 


1-800-226-2800 
CAMCORDERS 


PVIQ304 = Call 
PVIQ404 = Call 
PVIQ504 = Call 
PVIQ604 = Call 
PV54 Call 
PVS64 Call 







































GRAX30_ ~— Call 
GRAX35_ ~— Call 
GRAX37_ ~— Call 
GRAX70_—— Call 
GRAX75 Call 
GRSZ1 Call 










Call 
Call 


CC547 
PRO843 











HRS6900 
HRS4700 = Call 
HRVP710 = Call 
HRVP618 = Call 
HRVP612 
HRJ610 PV4401 
HRJ410 PV2401 


O.VIDEO § 
ie <a 1 
@ PIONEER’ Laser Disc 
CLDD703 Call | CLDV820 Call 
CLDD503 Call | CLDV720_ Call 
CLDM403_ Call | CLDS303 Call 
CLDA100 Call | CLDS201 Call 
A/V Receiver | Home Speakers 
JVC, KENWOOD, BOSE, INFINITY, 
PIONEER, TECHNICS | ADVENT, PINNACLE 
& OTHERS 
Televisions | Mini Systems 


RCA 13” - 35” PIONEER, KENWOOD 
We Carry A Full Line of 
Car Stereos, Radar Detectors, Home CD 


Players, Tape Decks 


oy Ve) WT (ele) fe) 2)] a 
AND BRANDS NOT LISTED 


HRS: MON.-SAT. 9 AM - 7 PM E.S.T. 
Prices exclude shipping & handling. Not responsible for typo- 
graphical errors. We accept MasterCard, VISA, American 
ess, Discover, and C.0.D. 


WHOLESALE CONNECTION 


We Ship FEDEX] 63-48 108th Street 
& U.P.S. 


Forest Hills, NY 11375 









PV4464 Call 
PV4462 Call 
PV4461 Call 
PV4451 
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all and it does it right. You choose which 
device selects the channel — VCR, satel- 
lite receiver, cable box, or any unit you 
have programmed. For externally se- 
lected channels, just tell the remote 
what channel your VCR should be 
tuned to. You decide whether the 
VCRPRO 8 should power-on each de- 
vice before recording or whether you 
will leave them powered on. All this 
through a simple question-and-answer 
menu. 

Sound too good to be true? It was. 
There were several problems. When I 
tried to program the VCRPRO 8 with 
the cable box’s code of 017, the 
VCRPRO 8 hung-up and I had to take 
out the batteries to get it to work again. 
When programming the Toshiba as a 
second TV, none of the codes worked. It 
turned out the remote has a couple of 
software bugs, Jason Hanson, from Uni- 
versal’s support group, looked into the 





mote. He said the bugs would be cor- 












problems and sent a new, corrected re- 








gD WASTING 
MONEY!!! 


: PIONEER 


*CABLE TV CONVERTERS* 


@% BELOW WHOLESALE ¢& 


SAVE MONEY WHY RENT ??? 
ASK ABOUT OUR FREE 


SoS eUE BLOCKER: S** 

S16] NC] NSSS) =o Ol atl =n 
WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 
NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 

* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 

* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 
PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 
NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING. 

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 

UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 

SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT. 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 


CALL 1-718-229-2332 
xae** SORRY NO NEW YORK SALES “**** 
FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE- SINCE 1975 


* FOR ORDERS ONLY *** 
1-800-GO-CABLE 


20-04 UTOPIA PARKWAY SUITE 236 WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM.THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE 
CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. ANYONI 











LAWS 
IE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 


rected in future units. -| 
The One for All 5 Upgradable 
(model URC-2005; $24) controls five 
devices, including a CD player. Its well- 
differentiated keypad has uniquely 
shaped keys for easy identification. The 
five dedicated function keys were 
mapped correctly and I was able to add 
additional functions to both normal and 
shifted keys. It even has an automatic 
transmission. Pressing the scan key 
starts it surfing through all channels or 
up to 10 of your favorite channels. 
Support for audio equipment re- 
quires one of the six- or eight-device up- 
gradable remotes, which weren’t 
available in time for our tests. However, 
the documentation and pictures show 
them to be kindred models. This whole 
family of upgradable remotes provides 
the best functionability for the price. I 
would plunk my money down for one. 


JASCO 

Jasco also offers a big family of re- 
motes, which it calls the Control | series. 
The 4 Device Big Button (model 
8274; $29) worked well with the basic 
video components. Its four dedicated 
function keys were properly mapped, 
and Jasco’s 800 service helped map oth- 
er special function keys onto unused 
keys. However, there are no shift keys 
and it is not upgradable. 

A big step up is Jasco’s upgradable 
VCR Easy (model 8275; $69). It has a 
two-line LCD display with menus and 
event recording almost identical to the 
VCRPRO 8. One difference is the way it 
assigns shift functions to a key. The 
function you assign becomes the primary 
function and the original function shifts. 
For example, after programming a func- 
tion to the 5 key, you must press shift, 
then press 5 to access channel 5 directly. 

One way around this problem is to 
use the AUX device for extra VCR 
functions by programming it with the 
same code as your VCR. Then you can 
use the AUX number pad for functions 
and the VCR number pad for channel 
selection. This technique works for all 
remotes that have an AUX device and 
user-definable functions that replace 
keys’ original functions. 

Jasco’s 6 Device Remote Control 
model 8276; $44) has the same features 
as the 4 Device Big Button remote, plus 
it controls audio and CD devices. Using 
the manual, I was able to map all the de- 
vices’ features to unused or shifted keys. 
The unit is not upgradable and the key- 
pad is a little tight. 

The 8 Device Mega Memory 
(model 8263; $49) is upgradable and has 
the most comprehensive manual of the 
remotes we tested. All the keys were 
properly mapped with secondary map- 
pings labeled in red (standard mappings 
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are in white). However, Mega Memory 
has several big disadvantages — there’s 
no way to change the mapping and 
many functions require three key 
strokes, which proved confusing and dif- 
ficult to remember. 

The built-in codes worked for all the 
equipment we tested except the Tech- 
nics stereo. It turned out that the re- 
mote was not programmed with any 
audio codes even though the equipment 
codes were listed in the manual. If this 
remote had the same user program- 
mability as Jasco’s other units, and the 
missing codes were added, it would be a 
real winner but as it stands I can’t rec- 
ommend it. 


GEMSTAR 

The VCR Plus Control Tower 
(model CT-1; $59) from Gemstar Devel- 
opment Corp. is a four-device remote 
with VCR Plus programming built in. It 
has a single-line LCD that shows the 
date and time when the LCD is not be- 
ing used to program the unit. The Tow- 
er’s documentation is a fold-out card 
with the best set up instructions I’ve 
seen, but little operational information. 
It doesn’t tell you how many events can 
be programmed (it holds 24) or that you 
must wipe out the code for the cable box 
to change channels from the VCR. If 
you connect your VCR directly to the 
cable feed to record one program, you 
can’t use the same remote to select a dif- 
ferent program on the cable box. 

The ability to program its remote di- 
rectly over your phone line is a huge ad- 
vantage for Gemstar. Its computer sets 
the clock to your time zone, programs 
the codes for your equipment, and 
downloads the VCR Plus conversion 
codes that map the channels listed in 
your local newspaper or TV Guide to the 
channels used by your cable system. 

At first, | encountered a few bugs. 
The cable box only worked when the re- 
mote was within two inches, and the 
VCR failed intermittently from four feet 
away. After talking to Gemstar on the 
phone and following its trial-and-error 
suggestions, the company downloaded 
new codes, tuned to the proper frequen- 
cies. At that point, the cable box and 
the VCR worked reliably from any posi- 
tion in the room. In all, I liked the Con- 
trol Tower and recommend it for 
anybody who doesn’t want to know 
about A/B switches and programming 
codes. 


SOLE CONTROL 

Sole Control’s dual-sided univer- 
sal Replacement Remote (model 
SC-2000; $69) is really two remotes in 
one with video functions on one side 
and audio on the other. With 104 keys, 





many common functions are mapped to 
dedicated keys. Secondary functions are 
mapped to 10 keys labeled A to J. It is 
definitely a two-handed remote, and I 
ended up using the eraser end of a pencil 
to press the tightly spaced keys. It 
mapped most video and CD functions, 
but it would not control the receiver or 
tape decks. 

The Universal 1500 (model 





SC-1500; $49) is a newer remote with 
more built-in codes and an improved 
keypad layout. Its codes worked for all 
the equipment tested, but did not map 
the menu or any special functions for 
the Mitsubishi TV. On the audio side, 
the remote shined. It mapped most 
functions for the receiver and the CD 
player, and provided more tape deck 
functions than the deck’s original re- 
mote. 

Also on the plus side, both units 
have A-H keys for special features and 
three lights to help with programming. 
A fourth light, indicating a weak battery, 
is a big plus. However, neither model is 
upgradable or user programmable. 


RECOTON 

Recoton’s Remote 6 (model 85106; 
$69) controlled everything except the 
cable box. Neither the built-in codes nor 
the learning mode worked on the box. I 
called Recoton’s 800 service number 
and was told that the unit just doesn’t- 
work with some Scientific Atlanta cable 
boxes. The remote is not upgradable, so 
the only alternative would be to take ad- 
vantage of Recoton’s 30-day money- 
back guarantee and return it. 

It’s too bad because, otherwise, this 
is a good remote. The learning mode al- 
lowed me to map special features not 
programmed by the built-in codes. How- 
ever, there were very few keys to map 
the VCR functions to unless the AUX 
device is used to map functions to the 
number pad. 

The six-position sliding switch 
worked well when selecting different 
units; however, I prefer separate keys. 
Less convenient was the three-position 
programming switch inside the battery 
compartment. Its small size and awk- 
ward location’ made the remote more 
difficult to program than most of the 
other units. 





GEMINI 

Gemini’s Quik 30, 40 and 50 re- 
motes ($19, $22 and $44, respectively) 
are similar, four-device units with differ- 
ent keypad layouts. All three remotes 
had problems controlling the cable box. 
The number pad worked fine for enter- 
ing channels, but the channel-down key 
went up and the channel-up key went 
south, causing the cable box to freeze. 
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For strength & 
versatility plus 
portability & 
affordability. 


Providing remarkable rigidity 
coupled with light weight (only 
11 Ibs., 6 02.), the all-aluminum 
3140 features double-strut, cen- 
ter-braced construction. Extends 
to 73" (with Mini Fluid Head) and 
folds to acompact 32%2"' for easy 
travelling. 


Also available in black anodized 
finish, the 3140 is a natural for 
education and industrial use. 
Ask your dealer or complete the 
coupon below. 


We don’t sell anything 
we wouldn’t buy ourselves. 


Bogen Photo Corp., 565 East Crescent Avenue 
P.O. Box 506, Ramsey, NJ 07446-0506. 


Please tell me more 
about the 3140 Tripod 


Name 





Street 





City 











Telephone 
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New and 
‘elurned author aia 


The dedicated function keys worked ex- 
cept for the TV’s A/B switch. The re- 
motes are not upgradable and there’s no 
way for a user to map functions to keys. 

The Smart 15 ($39) also controls 
four units and has both programmed 
codes and a learning mode. There is a 
menu key with up, down, left and right 
arrow keys along with a flash back (last 
channel recall) feature and TV/VCR, 
mute, and A-H keys for functions. 

The keypad was a little cramped, but 
adequate for one-handed operation. 
The only feature I did not like was the 
way it selected the devices. There are 
four separate device keys for powering 
each component on and off. A separate 
mode key was used to select each device 
on a round robin basis by lighting an in- 
dicator above each device key. Most re- 
motes use separate keys to select each 
device and provide a single power key, 
which I find preferable. It’s not upgrad- 
able, but I recommend it as long as you 
keep your original remotes to teach it. 


MAGNAVOX 

The Smart Talk VCR Voice Pro- 
grammer (model VP8000BK; $149) 
responds to your voice as well as your 
fingers. As with most voice-responsive 
devices, you have to train it to recognize 
your voice. When I did so, I found it 
very sensitive to the acoustics in the 
room. To achieve 90 percent reliability, I 
had to train it while sitting in the same 
seat from which I normally watch TV. 
All the spoken VCR controls worked 
well, but it had problems with numbers. 

The manual controls are basic and 
only one special feature can be defined. 
The cable up/down switch controls the 
cable box if defined. Otherwise, it con- 


Niko 

\VN-750 SAME AS SONY TR101 
VN-550 SAME AS SONY TR-91 
\VN-340 SAME AS SONY TR-65 


2 | spams tte eA 
LEN! lo Memory ... : 
Ss vYTEear WARRANTIES 7 NY ZN | 


TOR INFORMATION CALL 908-780-6600 FAX 
S$MILLION DOLLAR Inve 


trols the TV. To select a channel on the 
VCR, you must go into event recording 
mode, set the channel and current date, 
and tell it to start. 

Under voice control, you can only 
select start and stop times in half-hour 
increments. You can select any start 
time manually; however, you can only 
set stop times in quarter-hour incre- 
ments. I found it cumbersome to set a 
program to be recorded daily or weekly, 
partly because different keys are re- 
quired depending on whether you're in- 
structing it vocally or manually. 

The built-in menus and large LCD 
display make it easy to set up and teach 
it the basic controls from your original 
remote. All in all, I found Smart Talk 
more a novelty than a convenience. 
However, the model we tested is about 
to be succeeded by a new version, the 
VP8010BK, which was unavailable for 
our tests. It looks similar but comes with 
built-in codes, a $99 suggested price 
and, according to Magnavox, enhanced 
voice recognition. 


FOX ELECTRONICS 

The Fox 4 Record (model AF509; 
$39) is abasic four-device remote that 
can record up to four one-time events 
on your VCR. It did not support the ca- 
ble box and the “0” key did not work in 
VCR mode. When the event timer 
started the VCR, it did not send a “0” 
before single-digit channel numbers. As 
a result, the VCR would time out and 
revert to the previously selected chan- 
nel. Jerry Falasz, Fox's production devel- 
opment manager, assured me the remote 
sent the proper two or three digits for 
other VCRs and sent a replacement. It 
had the same problems. 
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CCD-TR700 


Hi8, HEF STEREO. 10:1 § 


$1128 


PRO/INDUSTRIAL 
AG-1970P S-VHS 1199.99 
‘AG-A96 Edit Controller CALL 
AG-3 3CCD SVHS-C 2199.99 
‘AG-460 2CCD HiFi Edit 2499.97 
AG-195 .. 949.99 
WJAVE 7 Digital Mixer . CALL 
WJMXS0 .... .. CALL 
AG-W1 World Travel 1579.99 | GRAX-55 
AGVP80 Video Printer CALL 

LX-900 Laser Disc ... 749.99 | GRAX-25 
PANASONIC CAMCORDERS 

Pv-4 679.99 
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1099.97 
«529,99 

9.99 
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The Fox 600 EX (model AF 506; 
$19) would not control the cable box ei- 
ther. Special functions were automat- 
ically mapped to shift keys; however, 
many of the important features like on- 
screen displays and switches were not 
mapped. Neither remote is upgradable 
or supports user-definable keys. 


RCA 

RCA’s System Link 3 (model 
RCU300; $24) is a basic three-device re- 
mote with four function keys. The chan- 
nel control for the cable box ran 
continuously, at about eight channels 
per second, making it difficult to go to 
the next channel or stop on a specific 
channel. In TV mode the channel con- 
trol worked fine, one channel per push, 
but the enter key did not work, making 
it impossible to go directly to a channel 
on the Mitsubishi TV. 

The System Link 4+ (model 
RCU400; $39) worked exactly the same. 
As a plus, it has different colored LEDs 
under four transparent device selection 
keys. There is a lighted custom key that 
lets you assign 10 channels to the num- 
ber keys and allows them to be scanned 
via a single key. Both remotes came pre- 
programmed for RCA equipment and 
had above-average keypads. 


SONY 

Sony's Universal Remote Con- 
trol (model RM-V11; $24) controls 
three devices and has four function keys. 
It had problems controlling the cable 
box and there is no light or other feed- 
back to tell you a key has been pressed. 
It loses memorized functions when the 
batteries are changed. It is not upgrad- 
able and has no user-definable keys. m 


LASERDISC PLAYERS | AD© 
DENON LA-3100... .CALL 
YAMAHA CDV-870.....CALL 
ONKYO OXV801....CALL 
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Video jails and Music/MIDI 


Adobe - Premiere... 1189.99 











Video Director by Gold Disk... «129.99 
SuperJAM! for Windows by Blue Ribbon th é 74.99 
CakeWalk Home Studio MIDI for Windows................ ssevetens 99,99 
Graphics Utilities 
Hijaak Pro 2.0 for WindowS..........0. savdapaniuahiautedot BOO, 
NEW Elastic Reality (Morphing) Windows yA ASDG.... abe Abe 
NEW PhotoMorph 2.........scccssssseeees Bits <bapehioabridaptas GAN 
HSC - Digital MOrph 1.0......cscsssssesssssseessssssecsssnseesessnee sesveeese 84.99 


Personal Suite Plus 
G-Lock VGA+ 


Use your Camcorder, VCR, TV and 
PC to produce professional quality 
videos and effects! 


°479.° 


Graphics Utilities (Cont...) 








ImagePals 2.0. Pee be ae erg been pio -++$125,00 
Kai's Power Tools . Reisaotiteo dt sissies are Oe. 
Pixar - Typestry ........00 ibdh bubianslienkes ites ave OOS ED 
Painting, Animation & Image Processing 
Dabbler by Fractal DeSign.........cssssusssesesssessssssnseeesecesssssneareeeesss1 904,99 
Fuave Mattise. radsiaperesrht 4 seen GO 
Painter 2.0 by Fractal DeSigh.........ccsssssssssssessssseessnsseeeesnseeeeessn 249,99 
Hanna-Barbera's Animation Workshop... Webs Asbeegeresincdennieas DTT 
DeluxePaint Animation (Dual Pack) ..........sccssecssessssssecssesseeevessveese84,99 


UF Fey 


Video 
Machine 


* Produce Top Quality Videos On Your PC 

* Over 200 Fabulous Video Effects 

* Easy-to-Use Graphical Time-Line Interface 

* Edit Controller for A/B Roll, A/X Roll, and A/V Split 


~~ $2,395. 





Painting, Animation & Image Processing (Cont...) 
DeluxePaint Il Enhanced v2.4 (3.5) $79.99 
Lee Hinton PhotoCD Series a 
Claudio Moure PhotoCD Series...........ssssssssssssssssssseesssseeeesneees 34.99 








3D Design and CAD 
VistaPro 3.0 CD-ROM......... 
AutoCAD LT 1.0 for Windows.. 
AutoSketch 3.0 for Windows... : 
NEW Imagine 3.0 MS-DOS (Incredible Power) .........:::-ssseesssseses 349,99 








IMAGINE 3.0 


3D Design, Rendering 
and Animation 





Humanoid - 3D Objects for 3D Studio/DFX . 
trueSpace by Caligari - 3D 


Presentation Software 
Ask Me - Super Show & Tell (SST)...... 
Astound by Gold Disk (Special Intro Price!) 








Computer Video Peripherals 
Personal TBC IV by DPS ........ssesssss00 x 
GVP S-VGA+ Genlock Card - ISA, Comp., YIC 
GVP S-VGA+ Personal Ste Plus w/Video Director. 
GVP G-Lock S-VGA+ Ste Pro w/Prime Time CG... 









High Performance 24-bit Video Cards 
Diamond Stealth 32 PCI 2MB/VLB 2MB . -SCALL/$319.99 
#9GXE64 - PCI or VLB 1MB/2MB we174.99/249.99 
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Movie Machine Pro 


* Video Editing with Digital Video Effects 
* Video Overlay, TV-Tuner and Framegrabber 


* M-JPEG Option Available 
*525.% 


Fas 
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High Performance 24-bit Video Cards baie -) 
Matrox - MGA Ultima - PC! 2MB . i sevssereniers 879.99 
STB Systems - LightSpeed VLB... 1219.99 
ATI - Graphics Ultra Pro - VLB 2MB . ne 1279.99 
Diamond - Viper 2MB - VLB/PCI “319. 99/339 99 
MultiMedia 16bit Sound Cards 

Creative Labs - Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2 ASP $199.99 





Turtle Beach - MultiSound. 
Diamond - SonicSound..... 
Cardinal - Digital Sound Pro 16 Plus... 


VISTAPRO 


The Art of 3-D Landscapes 
by Virtual Reality Labs 
MS-DOS * 3.0 * CD-ROM 









CD-ROM Drives 
Chinon CDS-535 SCSI Int. Bare/Kit.. 
Chinon CDX-535 SCSI Ext. Bare/Kit 
NEC MultiSpin 3Xe Bare/Kit...........0..... 
Mitsumi 2X FX001D Int Bare/Kit........0.:ccssecssnee 
Sony 2X CDU-33A Int Bare/Kit.......ceseccseseueesees 





.459.99/539.99 
».149.99/159.99 
«.149.99/159.99 











Micropolis 3.5 Hard Drives 











NEW 1.05GB 4110A Taurus AT/IDE 8.5ms.. 11759,99 
NEW 1.05GB 4110 Taurus SCSI-2 8.5ms ..749,99 
976MB 2210A AT/IDE 10ms 512k Cache. essen 49,99 
1.626GB 2217A AT/IDE 10ms 512k Cache... «1,059.99 





1.05GB 2210AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache... 
1.69GB 2217AV SCSI-2 10ms 512k Cache .. 
1.05GB 2210 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache...... 
1.76GB 2217 SCSI-2 10ms 256k Cache....... 


779.99 
-1,029.99 











IOMEGA Bernoulli 
150MB SCSI (Ext) Transportable with Disk .. 
150MB SCSI (Int) Insider with Disk........ 
NEW 150MB IDE (Int) Insider with Disk... 
Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150MB Single . 
5-Pack Bernoulli Disk/Cartridge 150MB 





COMPUTER VIDEO PRODUCTS 


M-JPEG 
Option 


Includes Adobe 
Premiere! 


* Complete Digital Non-Linear Editor 
* Compresses Live Video to Hard Disk 
* Access any Frame with Lightning Speed 


* Eliminates Generation Losses $ 00 
475. 


Hundreds of PC, Amiga and Video Toaster Products Available — Call For Pricing, Catalog or Fax! 


*Same Day Shipping applies to in-stock items only for orders placed Monday thru Friday before 6:00 pm CST 


POLICIES 
VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted. No 
surcharge on credit card orders. Credit card is nol 
charged until order ships. $5.00 COD fee, 
only. Prices are subject to change 
Call for current pricing, We are. 
typographical errors. 15% res 
returned and not exchanged for: 
is responsible for return 
accepted for 10 


MAKE THE BEST CALL! 


1 800 322-1267 


24-Hour Order Fax: 1 217 356-4312 


Business Hours 
M-F 8am-7pm CST 
Sat 9am-3pm CST 


Customer Service 
1 217 355-2785 
M-F Sam-6pm CST 


SHIPPING* 


UPS 0-5 Ibs 
GROUND 6-20 Ibs 
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MARC TInt Mere 

















Altar Egos: Grant and MacDowell, drawn together, apart and together In Four Weddings and a Funeral. 





FEATURE FILMS 


Four Weddings 
and a Funeral 


1994. Hugh Grant, Andie MacDowell, 
Charlotte Coleman; dir. Mike Newell. Ster- 
eo. (R) 117 min. VHS priced for rental. LD 
$34.95. Polygram. 

Bright and bubbly, Britain’s Four 
Weddings and a Funeral recalls Holly- 
wood’s golden era of romantic comedies 
more than a half-century ago. This brisk 
tale chronicles the seemingly ill-fated 
romance of Charles (Grant), a cute, 
bumbling Englishman, and Carrie (Mac- 
Dowell), an elusive American who’s the 
woman of his dreams. Though chance 
encounters bring them together, bad 
timing breaks the spell. Both end up 


pledged to others, but of course, love 
overcomes all in this charmingly modern 
fairy tale. 

Curiously, the central relationship is 
the weakest link. Few sparks fly between 
Charles and Carrie, in part because 
MacDowell comes off still and distant, 
perhaps intending to seem mysterious. It 
hardly matters: Four Weddings features a 
captivating group of supporting players 
as Charles’ friends. It’s testimony to the 
film’s richness that one wants to know 
more about Charles’ punky housemate 
Scarlett (Coleman); his unrequited ad- 
mirer, Fiona; and the happy lovers, Mat- 
thew and Gareth. And whenever the 
airy plot falters, Charles manages to em- 
barrass himself in public. Anyway, it’s 
hard to dislike a movie that goes to great 
lengths to find a partner for every player, 
as if it would be rude to leave anyone 
unattached. —Jon Young | 








TAPED EDI C 


Blue 


1993. Juliette Binoche, Benoit Regent; dir. 
Krzysztof Kieslowski. Stereo, subtitled. (R) 
98 min. Priced for rental. LD $39.98. 
Touchstone. 

Julie (Binoche), the sole survivor of 
a car wreck that claims her husband, a 
famous composer, and their young 
daughter, divests herself of every trace of 
her old life and lives in solitude. Finally, 
she realizes that to control her future 
she must understand her past. 

Blue is the first of a “Three Colors” 
trilogy, loosely inspired by the symbolism 
of the French tricolor, by Krzysztof 
Kieslowski, a Polish director based in 
Paris. Here blue stands for liberty —Ju- 
lie’s search for a new life. The picture is 
sometimes emotionally precise, but of- 
ten pretentious or obscure. The one 
constant is Binoche, a stunning personi- 
fication of her character’s moods. Just as 
Julie was a collaborator in her husband’s 
music, Binoche seems the true auteur of 
this movie. 

Oddly, Blue is being marketed as if it 
were some kind of sex thriller. It’s a 
straight drama, and how you respond 
will depend on how you respond to Bi- 
noche. —Sol Louis Siegel 





Juliette Binoche 
is Blue. 
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Altar Egos: Grant and MacDc 


FEATURE 


Four Weddings 
and a Funeral 


1994. Hugh Grant, Ar 
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eo. (R) 117 min. VHS pri 
$34.95. Polygram. 
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Grape Expectations: Depp bites Darlene Cates in What's Eating Gilbert Grape? 


| Serial Mom 


| 1994. Kathleen Turner, 
Sam Waterston, Ricki 
| Lake; dir. John Waters. 
_| Stereo. (R) 93 min. 
_-| VHS priced for rental. 
HBO. 

If a farce about a 
celebrity murderer 
seems too real for 
comfort these days, 
credit John Waters’ 
unerring instinct for 
capturing society's 
rank underside. High- 
lighted by a deliciously 
wild-eyed Kathleen 
| Turner, the farcical 
Serial Mom blasts the 








What’s Eating 

Gilbert Grape 

1994. Johnny Depp, Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Juliette Lewis; dir. Lasse Hallstrom. Stereo. 
(PG-13) 118 min. VHS priced for rental. 
LD letterboxed or pan-and-scan $39.95. 
Paramount. 

What's Eating Gilbert Grape? Every- 
thing. Stuck in a tiny midwestern town 
where nothing happens, Gilbert (Depp) 
shares a rundown house with his two sis- 
ters, boisterous retarded brother Arnie 
(DiCaprio), and a miserable mom who's 
so overweight she can barely walk. To 
boot, Gilbert has a dead-end job at a 
grocery store and spends most of his free 
time trying to keep Arnie out of trouble. 
Even the occasional fling with a married 
woman (Mary Steenburgen) offers little 
pleasure. 

Admirers of Lasse Hallstrom’s My 
Life as a Dog will recognize his deft touch. 
Avoiding cuteness or melodrama, he ren- 
ders Gilbert’s odd, drab world with a mat- 
ter-of-factness tht makes it all the more 
poignant. Though DiCaprio’s flamboyant 
performance generates the most electric- 
ity, Depp is equally effective in his quiet 
way. His grave dignity offers fleeting 
glimpses of the frustration and anger tor- 
turing Gilbert, suggesting a depressed 
person desperately in need of salvation— 
which eventually arrives in the person of 
Becky (Lewis), a free spirit from out-of- 
town. While their blossoming relation- 
ship results in a more conventional film, 
the haunting sense of anguished longing 
lingers long after Gilbert Grape’s limita- 
tions are forgotten. —JY 











myth of idyllic subur- 
ban life into tiny pieces. While the Fa- 
ther Knows Best-style nuclear family may 
seem like an easy target, Waters’ campy 
vision puts the gaudy idiocy of pop cul- 
ture as a whole on trial. Best of all, it 
provides plenty of serious belly laughs. 
On the surface, Beverly Sutphin 
(Turner) seems like the ideal homemak- 
er, a four-star meatloaf chef devoted to 
her dentist husband (Waterston) and 
kids Chip and Misty (Lake). When 
crossed, however, she turns homicidal, 
murdering the teacher who criticizes her 
son and the young hunk who rejects her 
daughter. Getting crazier by the day, 
Beverly eventually bumps off six people 
and attains national fame when she goes 
on trial. Along the way, everything from 
Herschel Gordon Lewis gore movies to 
Franklin Mint collectibles provides grist 
for the mill. Though Serial Mom suffers 
from erratic pacing and doesn’t reach 
the inspired lunacy of his last work, the 
underrated Cry-Baby, Waters’ eloquent 
bad taste still rings true. —JY 


Far Away, So Close 


1994. Bruno Ganz, Otto Sander, Nastassja 
Kinski; dir. Wim Wenders. Surround, cc. 
(PG-13) 146 min. VHS priced for rental. 
LD $39.95. Columbia TriStar. 

Sequels are such a risky business, 
you wonder why any self-respecting film- 
maker would risk one. Wim Wenders 
says he made a “continuation” of his be- 
loved 1988 film Wings of Desire because 
he wanted to take another look at Ber- 
lin, which has undergone staggering 
changes in the intervening years. 5 
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kenneth korman 


“Nineteen-eighty-two was not an easy 
year for Francis Ford Coppola. It had 
only been 10 years since The Godfather 
had assured him an honored place in 
film history, but his career had 
reached an unimaginable low. Thanks 
to his lavish and surreal One From the 
Heart, Coppola found himself suffer- 
ing the wrath of critics and the indif- 
ference of audiences, and was near 
the brink of financial ruin. Then he 
received a letter from a high school 
class in Fresno, California, calling his 
attention to the wonderful teen nov- 
els of S.E. Hinton and suggesting he 
make a movie of Hinton’s classic The 
Outsiders. Needing to prove he could 
once again make a commercial film 
on schedule and within a reasonable 
budget, Coppola decided to make the 
movie, envisioning a “Gone With the 
Wind for children.” 

While on location in Tulsa, Out- 
siders star Matt Dillon gave the di- 
rector a copy of his favorite Hinton 
book, Rumble Fish, and po de- 
cides to make y 
two Hinton 
films back-to- 
back on one lo- 
cation and with 
largely the same 
crew. The Out- 
siders would re- 
store his 
commercial via- 
bility, and Rum- Rumbling Matt Dillon. 
ble Fish would prove his worth as an 
artist. Incredibly, he succeeded on 
both counts. MCA/Universal’s new 
laserdisc edition of Rumble Fish 
($34.98) re-establishes this widely 
misunderstood film as something of a 
lost masterpiece. 

Before starting the movie, Cop- 
pola screened great expressionist 
films from the silent era for his cast 
and crew to show what he had in 
mind. Maybe that’s why Rumble Fish 
works best when its characters don’t 
talk much. Dillon, Mickey Rourke, 
Dennis Hopper (himself on the 
comeback trail) and Nicolas Cage 
(fresh out of high school) bring life to 
Hinton’s tale of youthful alienation, 
but the atmospheric black-and-white 
photography and Stewart Copeland’s 
riveting score are the true stars of the 
show. Give Rumble Fish another try — 
all it takes is an open mind. a 
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Clipped Wings: Ex-angel Sander meets Willem Dafoe i 


in Far Away So Close. 





especially sweet to 
see them in brief 
scenes of tender- 
ness, teassuring the 
audience that yes, 
Virginia, there are 
loving couples and 
unbroken families 
left in mass media. 

- A subplot also 
allows the teenage 
daughter to experi- 
ence first crushes 
with boys both 
charming and cad- 
dish. The latter pro- 
vides an unsettling 
moment—a vague 
implication of 
thwarted date 








Wings of Desire ended with the angel 
Damiel (Ganz), frustrated by his ability 
to do no more than observe humanity, 
falling in love with a circus acrobat and 
joining the human world. In Far Away, 
So Close, Damiel’s friend Cassiel (Sand- 
er) makes the same leap with different 
results. He is drawn into an adventure 
involving fast cars, beautiful women, 
weapons, pimps and gangsters, that is al- 
most a parody. 

Aside from the central notion of an- 
gels watching the world of humans, 
Wenders tried to make this film as dif- 
ferent as possible from Wings of Desire. 
Unfortunately, Far Away is just enough 
alike to disappoint fans of Wings without 
establishing a distinct identity of its own. 

—M. Faust 


Beethoven’s 2nd 


1993. Charles Grodin, Bonnie Hunt; dir. 
Rod Daniel. Surround, cc. (PG) 89 min. 
$24.98. LD $34.98. MCA/Universal. 

“Puppies!” 

One test of how you'll like this se- 
quel to the hit canine comedy is to say 
the word out loud, preferably in a high- 
pitched squeal. Whether it makes you 
wince or brings a smile to your face will 
indicate whether this sequel is your bowl 
of Kibble. 

In the second movement, our hero 
meets Miss, a pink-bowed mass of fe- 
male fur and, thanks in part to lax leash 
laws, becomes the father of four. Human 
stars Grodin and Hunt are mere sup- 
porting players to this furball quartet, 
but they make their moments count. It’s 








tape —but most of the “action” is of a 
kid-appropriate cartoonish nature. Debi 
Mazar, as a New Yawk version of Cruella 
DeVille (she wants to sell, not wear, the 
puppies), and Chris Penn as her doltish 
boyfriend, shine in their stupidity. 
All told, a charmer for (preteen) 
family night at the flicks. 
—Marianne Meyer 


The Ref 


1994. Dennis Leary, Kevin Spacey, Judy 
Davis; dir. Ted Demme. Surround. (R) 97 
min. VHS priced for rental. LD $39.99. 
Touchstone. 














It’s Christmas eve and cat burglar 
Gus (Leary) is forced to hide out for the 
night in the home of perpetually bicker- 
ing suburbanites Lloyd and Caroline 
(Spacey and Davis). To make matters 
worse, Gus also has to deal with a 
Christmas visit from Lloyd’s family — the 
cause of their arguing. This is the kind of 
comic premise, based on frustration and 
verbal aggression, that John Cleese is a 
master of. It should have been a good 
showcase for the snarling talents of 
MTV funnyman Dennis Leary. Unfor- 
tunately, the writers of The Ref do every- 
thing possible to defuse the potential for 
comic explosions. After some acerbic 
sparring, the script loses its way in 
strained sight gags and pointless sub- 
plots. Worst of all, it bogs down in do- 
mestic drama —a fatal mistake in a story 
where nasty, not nice, would have 
brought laughs. —MF 


Ill Do Anything 


1994. Nick Nolte, Julie Kavner, Albert 
Brooks; dir. James L. Brooks. Surround. 
(PG-13) 116 min. VHS priced for rental. 
LD $34.95. Columbia TriStar. 

James Brooks’ first movie since 
Broadcast News was filmed as a musical 
about the struggle for love and employ- 
ment in Hollywood. But when test audi- 
ences reacted poorly to the songs, 
Brooks yanked them and recut the film. 
While it’s unfair to criticize a film in 





Fit to be Tied: Spacey and Davis, angrier at each other than the thief who tied the knots in The Ref. 
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terms of what it might have been, know- 
ing the history of I'll Do Anything helps 
to explain its off-center nature. It makes 
more sense when you know that the ac- 
tors were preparing to burst into songs 
we never hear. 

Like all of Brooks’ work, I'll Do Any- 
thing features a gallery of unique charac- 
ters, including Nick Nolte as an 
unemployed actor, Albert Brooks as a 
neurotic producer, Julie Kavner as a 
market researcher compelled to blurt 
out the truth, and Joely Richardson as a 
junior executive afraid to express her 
own opinions. There’s really more mate- 
rial than James Brooks can fully deal 
with in one film, though the overstuffed 
result is appealing. —MF 





Stephen King’s 
The Stand 


1994. Gary Sinise, Molly Ringwald, Rob 
Lowe. dir. Mick Garris. Stereo. (NR) 360 
min. VHS priced for rental. Republic. 

If you’re unhappy with this TV mini 
series adaptation of Stephen King’s The 
Stand, tell the man himself —he wrote 
the screenplay. To this viewer, who con- 
fesses little familiarity with the horror- 
meister’s works, it’s confirmation of his 
prolific talent. 

A deadly flu with a contamination 
tate of 99 percent spreads nationwide, 
the government lies, the military strong- 
arms the uneasy populace, and only a 
few citizens survive. Pure-of-heart sur- 
vivors gather at the home of an elderly 
woman, while the bad guys head for Las 
Vegas to meet with a devil in denim. 

This set-up for a showdown seems 
the PC equivalent of black hats and 
white ones, but King is too good a writer 
to leave it at that. The gradually un- 
winding plot rarely drags, characters re- 
veal unexpected depths, and the flip of 
wild cards as a few folks switch alle- 
giances make for popcorn-scarfing fun. 

On video, sans commercials, eight 
hours of TV time shrinks to about six, 
and less is more when you consider the 
gore quotient of comparable theatrical 
films. Still, The Stand is as compelling 
and frightening as...well, a good Stephen 
King novel. As Armageddons go, it’s 
fiercely entertaining. —MM 
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The Caine Mutiny 


1954. Humphrey Bogart, Jose Ferrer, Van 
Johnson, Fred MacMurray; dir. Edward 
Dmytryk. Mono. (NR) 125 min. LD 
$39.95. Columbia TriStar. 

Queeg: “There are four ways of doing 
things on board my ship. The right way, 
the wrong way, the Navy way and my 
way. These are the choices open to En- 
sign Keith (Robert Francis), an innocent 
used to doing things his domincering 
mother’s way before service on his first 
ship forces Keith to think for himself. 

When Lt. Commander Queeg takes 
over from Keith's easy-going first com- 
mander, he seems to Keith the perfect 
naval authority figure, but he soon turns 
out to have more than his share of im- 
perfections. Bogart plays Queeg as a 
Frankenstein monster patched together 
from the unattractive aspects of other 
Bogart characters: the psycho twitchi- 
ness of his early villains and in The Trea- 
sure of the Sierra Madre, the uncontrol- 
lable rage from In a Lonely Place, the 
cowardice Bogart showed at the end of 
The Roaring Twenties. 

Authoritative, seen-it-all novelist 
and crew mate Fred MacMurray pegs 
Queeg as a paranoid personality. Keith 
and second-in-command Van Johnson, 
impressed by MacMurray’s psycho-bab- 
ble, follow his advice and end up on trial 
for mutiny, where Jose Ferrer steals the 
show as the cold, efficient lawyer who 
torpedoes Queeg in the courtroom, bait- 
ing him into exposing the full extent of 
his ballbearing-rolling neurosis. 

So what’s the message? The Caine 











SEPTEMBER 1994 VIDEO 69 


STUDIO CLASSIC 


THIS AUGUST 


james Mason 
Stars in 
joseph L. 

WETIAT AY Tes 
Suspense 
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OLINGERS 


FIRST TIME ON VIDEO! 
Based on a German agent’s World War II memoirs, 
this “wonderfully sly...high class thriller” 
(New York Times) starring JAMES MASON is a 
fascinating account of modern day espionage. 


b Directed by JOSEPH L, MANKIEWICZ 
Wil 
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Mutiny’s answer is to trust in your own 
authority and take responsibility for your 
own actions. This may seem to be a 
strange concept for a story about a war- 
ship in wartime, but authority in this 
film is consistently shown to be merely 
arrogance, self-importance and bluff. 
Those deserving respect are people like 
the old commander who, though sloppy, 
keep the ship and the Navy going with 
humanity, good sense and fairness. 
—Josef Krebs 


The Guns of Navarone 


1961. Gregory Peck, David Niven, An- 
thony Quinn; dir. J. Lee Thompson. Digital 
surround, cc. (NR) 157 min. CAV sides 3 
and 4. $49.95. Columbia TriStar. 

War, what is it good for? Action-ad- 
venture movies, for one thing, and The 
Guns of Navarone is one of the most 
thrilling and least morally taxing. The 
Germans are little more than goose- 
stepping puppets to be eliminated by the 
catload as Peck leads a commando 
squad against two giant guns guarding a 
key strait in the Aegean Sea. 

The characters may be cardboard — 
the stoic leader, the vendetta-minded 
Greek, the debonair explosives expert, 
the killer who’s losing his nerve — but 
the action set pieces, in the assured 
hands of veteran director Thompson 
(Cape Fear) makes for superb disc view- 
ing, especially in this widescreen version 
(2.35:1) newly transferred from restored 

















Niven and 
James Darren 
in The Guns 
of Navarone. 
























film elements as part of Columbia’s ex- 
emplary “Studio Heritage Collection.” 
The Eastman Color has faded in places, 
but the image is sharp and clean. 
Highlights are the group’s storm- 
tossed landing on the fortified island, 
the nerve-jangling cliff ascent, the com- 
mandos’ capture and escape, and the cli- 
mactic destruction of the guns. The 
film’s special effects won an Academy 
Award. Fans of other gloriously macho 
adventures based on Alistair MacLean 
novels, like Where Eagles Dare, will savor 
his usual plot twist involving betrayal 
from within. —Andy Wickstrom 


War of The Worlds 


1952. Gene Barry, Ann Robinson, Les 
Tremayne; dir. Byron Haskin. Digital ster- 
eo. (NR) 85 min. 3 sides CAV. $49.95. Pi- 


oneer/Paramount. 


When Worlds Collide 


1951. Richard Derr, Barbara Rush, Larry 
Keating; dir. Rudolph Mate. Digital stereo, 
(NR) 82 min., 3 sides CAV. $49.95. Pi- 
oneer/Paramount 

These two classic early 50s sci-fi 
flicks lit up many a baby-boomer’s after- 
noon, and they make an appropriate 
tandem release in newly minted edi- 
tions. War of the Worlds, from H.G. 
Wells’ story about a Martian invasion of 
Earth, is the more exciting of the two, 
with more impressive special effects, but 
both make worthwhile viewing. 

When Worlds Collide, adapted from 
Philip Wylie’s novel, tells of the struggle 
of a band of scientists to save a portion 
of humanity from Earth’s impending col- 
lision with a rogue planet. The acting is 
stilted although engaging, with a good 
central performance by Richard Derr. 
The new film-to-tape transfer is vivid 
and bright, and the final reel, depicting 
Earth’s destruction and the survivors’ 
flight to another world, holds up well on 
repeated viewings. 

War of the Worlds is laden with spe- 
cial effects. Martian ship landings (dis- 
guised as meteors), death rays, atomic 
explosions, and the destruction of Los 
Angeles look very impressive and are 
enhanced by freeze-framing and multi- 
speed viewing. The actors display a dis- 
arming earnestness, and the movie holds 
up extremely well. 


Pioneer's mastering and pressing job | 





makes its earlier extended-play editions 
obsolete. As a bonus, the discs includes 
the unmixed music-and-effects tracks 
on the alternate audio channel. Each 
disc is supplemented with the trailer for 
the other film. War of the Worlds also 
mistakenly includes a shot from When 
Worlds Collide on its back jacket. 
—Bruce Eder 


INTERACTIVE 


(Formerly Prince) 
Interactive 


Macintosh CD-ROM. $59.95. Graphix 
Zone/Compton’s New Media, MPC. 

Visiting this CD-ROM is a little like 
diving into the subterranean nether- 
world of the artist’s Glam Slam club in 
Los Angeles, where, in fact, this title was 
premiered recently. It’s a quirky, eccen- 
tric, outlandish, fantasy —but always 
compelling and full of wonder. Even if 
Prince, for lack of a better name, is not 
your favorite artist, you will be drawn to 
this title by its sheer creative power, exe- 
cution and depth. 

Yes, it has elements, that are remi- 
niscent of other music-based CD- 
ROMs, such as artist factoids and audio/ 
video re-mix manipulation exercises. 
But they are rendered in a way that 
hasn’t quite been experienced before on 
other programs. You begin your journey 
into the artist’s world in a Myst-like fash- 
ion as exceptional graphics and comput- 
er animation create a hypnotic 3-D-like 
virtual reality experience. Best of all, 
there’s no text, icons or buttons. You 
just click ahead, “navigating” through a 
surreal Foyer, Studio, Library, Grand 
Hallway, Dance Club, Boudoir, Virtual 
Video Room and Candle Room 

There are 11 “environments” and 
countless hallways, staircases and other 
satin tinged nooks, crannies and objets 
d'art to explore. And lots of audio and 
video treats, such as unexpected 
morphs, puzzles and games. The pro- 
gram’s developers say it takes 10 hours to 
make one full pass through it. Audio is 
superb and loud, showcasing six songs as 
well as samples of tunes cut especially for 
this project, something we can expect to 
see more of as this new medium matures. 
matures. 

There are also snippets of 52 classic 
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Grand Glam: Signifier and signified, formerly Prince, on CD-ROM screen from (Formerly Prince) Interactive. 


songs, plus four full-length videos, in- 
cluding Diamond and Pearls, Gett Off, In- 
teractive and the previously unreleased 
Endorphinemachine. No one is sure yet 
where ‘‘interactive music” or multi- 
media “expanded album” CD-ROMs 
are going, but this title brings the medi- 
um to a new level. Look also for an up- 
coming MPEG version, which will be 
the first interactive music CD-ROM to 
support MPEG video. 

—Jim McCullaugh 


SPECIALII 


Bluesland: A Portrait in 
American Music 


1993. B&W /color. Leadbelly, Son House, 
Muddy Waters, Willie Dixon, Bukka 
White, B.B. King; dir. Ken Mandel. Digital 
mono/stereo. (NR) 85 min. VHS $24.95. 
LD $39.95. BMG. 





Sweet Home Chicago 


1993. B&W /color. Muddy Waters, Buddy 

Guy, Willie Dixon, Howlin’ Wolf, Robert 

Nighthawk, Chuck Berry, the Rolling 

Stones; dirs. Alan and Susan Raymond. 

Digital mono/stereo. (NR) 60 min. $29.95. 
| Pioneer Artists. 














This is a bumper year for blues vid- 
eos, as embodied by these two documen- 
taries. Ken Mandel’s Bluesland is the 
more ambitious of the two, covering the 
music’s entire history in a dazzling as- 
sembly of video and audio clips. The 
performance footage of Leadbelly and 
Bukka White —the former in color, no 
less —is extraordinary. The Bessie Smith 
clip is heart-stopping. Alan and Susan 
Raymond’s Sweet Home Chicago is de- 
voted to Chicago blues and Chess Re- 
cords, Bluesland takes a more scholarly, 
eloquent approach in the hands of host 
Keith David and interview clips with 
Albert Murray and Robert Palmer, range 
freely across the decades. 





Bluesland’s performance clips make it 
a bargain, and underscore the lot of the 
blues through most of this century — too 
many giants have left behind only pho- 
tos as visual legacies. Sweet Home Chi- 
cago is more anecdotal but very lively, 
with enthusiastic contributions from 
Buddy Guy, Koko Taylor, Hubert Sumlin 
and Marshall Chess, among others. De- 
spite Taylor’s praise for the help given to 
Chess’ artists by the Rolling Stones, Jag- 
ger and company seem out-of-place in 
both documentaries, although the foot- 
age of Howlin’ Wolf on Shindig, as a spe- 
cial guest of the Stones in 1965, helps 
make Sweet Home Chicago indispensible. 





—Bruce Eder | 
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It’s All True 
(based on an unfinished 
film by Orson Welles) 


1993/1942. Color/B&W. Orson Welles, 
Richard Wilson; dirs. Welles, Wilson, Myr- 
on Meisel and Bill Krohn. Stereo, cc. (G) 
86 min. VHS priced for rental. Paramount. 

The banishment of Orson Welles 
from RKO after The Magnificent Amber- 
sons is legendary, as is its tragic handling 
and near destruction. But this is only 
half the story. Welles’ ill-fated It’s All 
True is the other half, the title now part 
of a compelling documentary about its 
undoing, that utilizes Welles’ footage. 

Nelson Rockefeller and President 
Roosevelt persuaded Welles to go to 
Brazil in 1942 to make a film to strength- 
en cultural relationships as part of the 
Good Neighbor Policy. Rather than the 
expected prosaic travelogue, Welles de- 
vised a film that would present realistic 
glimpses of Brazil, focusing on the ori- 
gins of Samba music and the plight of 
Jangadeiro fishermen. 

Amid studio upheavals, poor pre- 
views of Ambersons and a prejudice 
against dancing “jigaboos,” RKO pulled 
the plug on It’s All True after months of 
exhaustive work. With only a little film 
left and no sound equipment, Welles 
completed his Jangadeiro segment in an 
enormously imaginative way, in the 
hope that he could finance the post-pro- 
duction work later on, a task that be- 
came a lifelong obsession. It was this sort 
of remarkable flexibility in the face of 
adversity that Welles was to demon- 
strate again and again on such projects 
as Othello. —Bruce Lawton 




















HIGHLIGHTS 


Bye Bye Birdie 

1963. Ann Margret, Dick Van Dyke, Janet 
Leigh, dir. George Sidney. New widescreen 
presentation of this perky piece of early 60s 
musical Americana. Includes production es- 
say. Surround. (NR) LD letterboxed 
$34.95. Columbia TriStar. 


The Chase 

1994. Charlie Sheen, Kristy Swanson; dir. 
Adam Rifkin. Hot shot and Buffy meet and 
fall in love on a long freeway car chase. 
Stereo. (PG-13) 88 min. LD $39.98. Fox- 
Video. 


Chasers 

1994. Tom Berenger, Erika Eleniak, William 
McNamara; dir. Dennis Hopper. The Last 
Detail for the '90s—the prisoner is a babe 
and it’s a feel-good road comedy. “Rip-roar- 
ing.” Surround (R) 100 min. VHS priced 
for rental. LD letterboxed $34.98. Colum- 
bia TriStar. 


The Cheese Stands Alone 

1994. Dir. Mike Wellins. Live action and 
animation shorts include The Cook, His 
Teeth, Our Plumbing and Bubba, Triassick 
Parking (new theme park opens with dino- 
saur parking attendents) and Au Revoir 
Mon Frigidaire. Mono. (NR) 87 min. 
Sensible Shoe Pictures (916-899-1262). 


Dark Angel: The Ascent 

1994. Angela Featherstone; dir. L. Hassani, 
prod. Vlad & Oana Paunescu. She-devil 
ascends to turn vigilante and get them 
while they’re warm. From the makers of 


Labels 
for 
Less 








fet tf in 

















Stars and Bars: Kirk Douglas awaits the grim reaper but gets a visit from Michael J. Fox in Greedy. 





Subspecies. Includes Videozone magazine on 
tape. Stereo. (NR) 80 min. VHS priced for 


rental. Paramount. 


The Goldwyn Follies/They Shall Have Music 
1938/39. Color/B&W. Adolphe Menjou, 
Jascha Heifetz, Joel McCrea; dir. George 
Marshall (Follies), Archie Mayo (Music). 
George Gershwin died during the produc- 
tion of Follies, but he left the movie such 
hits as “Love Walked Right In” and “Our 
Love is Here to Stay” (lyrics by brother 


Summertime, and the viewing is easy: Fun films for late 
nights, early-rising kids and family affairs. Paramount releases 
Python — Live at the Hollywood Bowl and Life of Brian. Also 
Soap Dish, Frankie and Johnny and Indecent Proposal, each re- 
duced to $14.95. For the kids who refuse to get grow up and 
get serious, Columbia TriStar brings down Hook to $14.95 and 
Disney reduces D2: The Mighty Ducks to $19.99. 

MCA/Universal helps you get into the swing of summer with 


Star Spangled Rhythm ($14.98) and its Bing Crosby collec- 
tion— Rhythm on the River, Here Come the Waves, We're Not 
Dressing and Emperor Waltz ($14.98 each or $49.98 the set). If 
too much lazing in the heat gets you in the mood for some 
action it also has Hard Target for $19.98, and Repo Man, Mad- 


Python’s 
—— Life of 
Brian 





igan and Midnight Run 
coming at you for $14.98 
each. Finally, for the 
end of that long day, 
1 when the heat’s making 
jit hard to sleep, MCA/ 
Universal has Halloween 
II and III ($14.98 each) 
to send you off into a 
peaceful slumber party 
massacre. —JK 


Ira). Choreography is by George Balanchine 
and script by Ben Hecht. Both films are 
photographed by Greg Toland and have 
essays by historian Miles Kreuger. Mono. 
(NR) 220 min. LD $79.95. Pioneer. 


Greedy 

1994. Kirk Douglas, Michael J. Fox, Nancy 
Travis; dir. Jonathan Lynn. Comedy of bad 
manners from the writing team that Cre- 
ated City Slickers, Parenthood and A League 
of Their Own (Lowell Ganz and Babaloo 
Mandel). Surround. (PG-13) 113 min. VHS 
priced for rental. MCA/Universal. 


Hard Boiled 

1992. Chow Yun Fat, Tony Leung. dir. John 
Woo. Gun smugglers, mobsters, dead cop’s 
partner, vengeance, blood 'n bodies, bang- 
bangs, boom-booms, John Woo. Love him 
or leave him. Mono, dubbed. (NR) 127 
min. VHS only, $92.98. Fox Lorber. 


The Oak 

1993. Maia Morgenstern, Razvan Vasilescu; 
dir. Lucian Pintilie. A woman starts an 
affair with a man she meets on the road 
while the communist world collapses 
around them in Romania. Mono, subtitled. 
(NR) 105 min. New Yorker. 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

1937. White, Queen, Dopey, Sleepy, Sneezy, 
Grumpy, Bashful, Happy, Doc; supervising 
dir. David Hand. Some day my prints will 
come, restored. Box set includes The Mak- 
ing of Snow White, lithographs of theatrical 
posters, book, etc. Stereo. (G) 84 min. LD 
| CAV $99.99, movie only $29.99. Disney. 


| continued on page 92 
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\\ UNE 
BEACH CAMERA Soe 


OFMAINE @ * 


203 Route 22 East, Greenbrook, NJ 08812 


New York Prices.......With New England Service! 


FOR INFORMATION...1-908-424-1101 NJ& CANADA... 1-908-424-1101 
24 HR FAX LINE......1-908-424-1105 CUSTOMER SERVICE oak 908-424-1103 


Canovision 8 4g 


We know what it tal 


Fi, 
OPTICAL 


"eG STABILIZER 


GuoR VIE WFINDER 


13 ABSORBER’ 


“8MM CAMCORDERS 
Optical Stabilizer ...... 
Color Viewfinder 


SH, 


CALL 


LL 
12x1 Zoom 350,000 pixel CALL 
40x1 Zoom 2 Lux CALL 


Hi-8mn ... 
ACCESSORIES 











an slightly ahead of our time 


CORDERS 
PVIQ-204......529.99 PVIQ-304 
PVIQ-404 89 PVIQ- 


"VHS CAMCORDERS 
509.99 PV-810 
29.99 PV-910 


4 HEAD, 


4 HEAD, HEAD CLEA 
4 HEAD, HI FL MTS 

HUFIMTS, BILINGUAL...... 
AUDIO LEVEL METERS...... 


S| 

JOG SH REMOTE. 

S-VHS, JOG SHUTTLE.......699.99 
SHS, TBC uss CALL 











12:1, TTLER, 1, Ma 
COLORVIEW, 12:1, LUX, i EAL 
COLORVIEW, STABILIZ “CALL 
20:1 Z00M, 2 LUX, ST ie CALL 


CC 413. 


VCRS 
VR 720HF S-¥HS, VCR PLUS 
VR 674HF 080, VCR PLUS, INDEXING... 
VR 672HF OSD, VCR PLUS, INDEXING... 


GO3HF Hi F STEREO, 05D, BILINGUAL... CALL 
VR 538 4 HD, VOR PLUS, A OMT MCS CALL 
VR 528 i) ers 1 GUM. ~CALL 


VR 503 
VR 327 ee WiWTE 


BROADCAST & TELEVISION SYSTEM 
AG-455 


‘heron LOWEST PRICE! 


PRO INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM 
AG-195 VHS Digital Effects ...899.99 
AG-455 —— S-VHS, Digital 
AG-DP800 Supercam..... 

AG-460 3 Chip, 
S-VH 


AG-3 

PRO INDUSTRIAL VCRS 
AG-1970 TBC, Edit VCR 1199.99 
AG-5700 Portable AG-1970.......CALL 
AG-W1 _—_— Universal VCR... 


INTEGRATED rains 
AG-513A = 13” VHS CAL! 


{| |aG-520A 


AG-520AH 20” VHS, HIF... 

PRO DIGITAL MIXERS 
WJ-MX30 Digital AV Mixer CALI 
Wu-MIXS0 Chrominance Ke 


L| |Varalite Pro... 











L| |Power (Cell) 


L Colorwriter - 





| Sunday 
| Monday 
| Tuesday. 
| Wednes. 
Thursda: 


| SaturdaysvinernnmnmnCl 


pcm ree 


8MM CAMCORDERS 
CCD TR-21...CALL CCD TR-30 ..549.99 
CCD TR-40..589.99 CCD TR-61 ..599.99 
CCD TR-82..729.99 CCD TR-91...CALL 
CCD TR-400..CALL CCD TR-101..CALL 
CCD TR-500..CALL 


SONY VHS 
SLV-420 VCR Plus. 


99| |SLV-620 HF Hi Fi Stereo. 
SLV-720 .....349.99 euate 


SLV-770 .....379.99 SI 
SLV-920 ......409.99 SLVRIO00 "79005 


SONY USA RECEIVERS 
STRD-315....174.99 STRD-515....204.99 
STRD-615....289.99 STRD-715....299.99 
STRD-915....339.99 STRD-1015..429.99 
STRD-1011S 449.99 


SONY 
CDPC-245 ...169.99 “CDPC-345... 194.99 
CDPC-445 ...219.99 CDPC-545....259.99 
CDPC-745 ...299.99 selec > 


SONY USA CASSETTE DECKS 
TCK-615......279.99 TCWR 345 ...129.99 
TCWR 445...154.99 TCWR 545... par 
TCWR R645S 44.99) | 


BEACH GIVES YOU BETTER SERVICE! 


Nikon.» 
We take the worlds 
pictures® 
8MM CAMCORDERS 
VN-760 Same as Sony CCD-1R700 
VN-350 Same as Sony CCD-TR82 





STORE HOURS: 

10:00am-6:00pm 

9:30am-8:00pm | 
30am-7:00pm | 
30am-7:00pm | 
30am-7:00pm | 


30am-5:. 30pm | 
CLOSED, 


VCRS 
W| |HR-S 6900 ..589.99 HR-S 4900....529.99 








VN-200 Same as pd CCD-TR40. 


DIC@VER 


to ceca ecco ecco 


TO ORDER CALL a4 FREE! 


e Re 


SUNDAY 


GR-SZ7 —S-VHS-C, 520,000 Pixels. 
GR-SZ1__S-VHS-C, 410,000 Pixels.CALL 


GR-AX75 Image Stabilization. 
GR-AX70 Color Viewfinder.. 
GR-AX37 12:1 Zoom, Editing . 
GR-AX30 12:1 Zoom, Titlin 
GR-AX25 10:1 Zoom, 2 Lux 


WHR-VP618 
WHR-VP412 
@HR-J410, J210 


PRICES! 


@HR-VP710 

WHR-VP612 

WHR-J610 
CALL FOR ALL JVC 





CAMCORDERS 
GYX2U —S-VHS. 








a -@ HITACHI ~ 


CAMCORDERS 
VME 52, 54, 55, 56 CALI 
VMH 54, 57, 58, 59. 

VMH 38, 


VM 3700 VHS, 24:1... 
VCR’S 

2 HEAD, Front AV 

4 HEAD, Front A/V... 


4 HEAD, Front A/V... 
S-VHS, 6 HEAD... 











gupase 
-ssss 


| lSccanrranitar 
SED IX. "Dili Production... 
SFX-4 | Effects... 


itler.. 
8mm Rewinder 


Wine EDITORS —[E 


VIDEONICS 


STi cuts aad 6% 


4-1 Tax 


EXP 


GUARANTEED: 


LOWEST PRICE AND BEST 
SERVICE CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR VIDEO NEEDS! 


— 0) PIONEER’ 


te Art of Entertainment) 





| pa er 
muah muuas caw 





UL BAGH FOR GREAT ELSON AU 
me (/t-) 
—~«]AZDEN — 


MICROPHONES 
WHX-Pro Dual Frequenc 
WLX-Pro Hands Free.. 


» |WR2-Pro VHF Receiver... 


WMS-Pro 250 Feet.. 


211 VHF Wireless. 


L 221 Discrete 2 CH/Wireless.. 


311 


True Diversity... 
WIRELESS __ 
MICROPHONE 
touug 


| |151VR 


351VR 

551VR 9 Channel Pro. 
CTM-600 Uni-Directional 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom 

VLM-770 Mini Lavalier..... 


CALL FOR PRICING! 





W 


The Video Editing Company 


Digital Video Mixer MX-1. 





are bea cle 


olor Ter. 
Production Center ... 
Switcher 


DLX Switcher 








Zoom - Shiono 
Letter Kit.....sccssss 





PAL SYSTEM, 


CAMCORDERS & VCR’S 
SONY, PANASONIC, JVC, 
SHARP, AIWA, AKAI 
FULL INVENTORY AT THE LOWEST PRICES) - 


Quasar. 











RIGOH — 


CAMCORDERS 
|R16 (Some As Sony CCD-1R61).. 


WE STOCK THE FULL LINE AT SPECIAL DISCOUNTS! ) 


bogen iroas - 


FULL SELECTION AT THE RIGHT PRICE! | | 


LIGHTING MTS 
STUNG PRO AY 


-GO.VIDEO— 


DUAL DECK VCR'S 519.99 6 UP 








‘Al merchandise is brand new and factory fresh Prices are quoted for Mail Order Only. 10% Deposit required for COD Orders. Please allow 3-4 weeks deliver tume for personal check orders Exchange or Refund less Shipping and Handling within 15 days of receipt of merchandise only if returned in orginal mint condition with original pack- 
aging and unfilled warranty cards. Please call (908) 424-1103 for Retum Authorization Number before retumning product. Products advertised may be intemational versions thus subject to additional costs for USA Warranty. Retums are subject to a 5% Restocking Fee only if above guidelines are met. Quantities Limited. Prices Effective 
through September 30,1994. Prices advertised are subject to additional shipping, handling and insurance charge (Please call for details). No additional costs! No surcharge on credit cards! We are not responsible for typographical errors. Thank you for shopping with Beach! 














ALL ITEMS INCLUDE ALL 
MFRS. FACTORY PACKED ACCS. & 


MANUFACTURERS USA WARRANTIES 
“ABSOLUTELY NO GRAY MARKET” 
ABSOLUTELY NO GAMES 


-— 
Lisi ioaig 






Ye aa 


BULL..." =) 


1-800-NO-BULL-94 


For Orders Only 1(800) 662-8559 


¢ We Will Beat Your Best Legitimate Price 
Don’t Call Us...Unless 








& You’re Rea 

















Camcorders 
PV-IQ 204 PV-1Q 304 
PV-1Q 404 PV-IQ 504 
PV-43 PV-54 
PV-S64 PV-900 
PV-910 PV-S770 
AG-196 AG-186 
AG-455 Wicase AG-460 Wicase 
AG-3P Wicase AG-W1 


Mixers 
WJ-AVE7 
WJ-MX50 
AG-A96 


VCRs 
PV-4401 
PV-4461 
PV-S4380 
AG-1970 

AV Laser 
LX-900 
LX-K750 

Video Printers 
Sony CVP-M3 


WJ-AVES 
WJ-MX30 
WJ-AVEI 


PV-2401 
PV-4451 
PV-S4366 
AV-4462 


LX-600 
LX-101 


PV-VP1 


VHS-C Camcorders 
GR-AX30.  GR-AX75 — GR-SZ1 
GR-AX37_ GR-AX55 ~—- GR-SZ7 
GR-AX70 _ Industrial Available 


Video Recorders 
HR-J210 -HR-VP900_—- HR-VP700 
HR-J410 -HR-VP612__- HR-VP710 
HR-VP412 HR-VP618 _ HR-S4900 
HR-J610 - HR-VP606 —_-HR-S6900 


Televisions 
AV-35BH4 AV-35BP4 
AV-31BX4  AV-31BP4 
AV-31BM4 AV-27BX4 


Home Audio 
RX-B15VTN RX-715VTN _Low Prices 
AX-V1050TN AX-Z1010TN All Mini Systems 
AX-Z911BK XL-1050TN —_AIICD & Cassette 


AND MUCH MORE! 
TOSHIBA 


es 


AV-27BM4 


Televisions 
CF27C30 ~—«s CF27C40 
CF27C50 —«- CF30C40 
CF30C50  CF32C40 
CF32C50 —_CX32C80/81 
CF35C40 —- CX35C60 

CX35C80/81 
ALL BIG SCREENS IN STOCK! 


VCRs 
M-750 M-760 M-770 
M-649 M659 M-759 


AV-27BP4 


All merchandise shipped factory fresh. Prices good for mail order only. Shipping and handling is extra and non-refundable. 
M must be in new condition and include packing and printed material in original unaltered condition. Returns may be subject to a restoc! 
teflect rebates where applicable. Visit our superstore location, ElectroWorks, 545 Highway 18, East Brunswick, NJ 08816. *At time of order. 


You Are Tired Of The Bull... 
You Don’t Want To Be Baited & Switched 
{ol 0 Blo) aia a M|,<- Mm fom -{-mv (-10,.<-(e ml gele lace 


dy For A “No Bull” Show! 


SONY 2 AMITSUBISHI 


AtsT 
SHARP Mx PY ee CY) | 
CWD_ tosHiea Canon @BLAUPUNKT 


Q PIONEER r 
Karaoke 





brother alwa STEDM) 
Panasonic as 
2 UBL 


Altiantic 





Q PIONEER 
ADVENT 


PHICIES HITACHI 
dain fy) Technics 
€ORION And More! 


Y_VIDEONICS 


Quasar 


Camcorders 
Cc740 «= CC 604 
CC547 = CC413 
Pro845  Pro843 
VCR’S 
VR-674HF 
VR-507 VR-610HF 
combo's  T2005BK 
Big Screens 
P52731WK P52770EB 
P46732BA P52753AT 
Super Shield also available 
Televisions 
F35672MB F35731MB F31672ET 
F31632ET G35450CK F27731BK 
G35830WK F27701BK 
27', 20’, 13’, 9’, also available 


VR-538 VR-578 
VR-503 


T13005BK 


P46770CK 
P46731AT 


* Tripods 


«Lenses 


Camcorders 
VM-H59 = VM-1700 
VM-H71 = VM-2700 
VM-H38 = VM-3700 
VM-H39 ~—- VM-S8200 Wicase 
Wicase & light 

VCRs 

VTF-384 VTF-382 
VTM-282 VTM-281 VTF-482 
VTM-381 VTM-284 = VTS-772 


Televisions Big Screens Call 
We Carry All Sizes 20”-60” 


VTM-181 


*GO.VIDEO 


* Mixers and much more! 
GV-3030 GV-3060 
GV-3070 GV-3080 


» Full Line Authorized Dealer § All ir Stock lower prices 


Authorized a 


= ‘SHARP 


LCD Projectors 
Sizes from: 40"-200" 
any Models To Choose From! 


FULL LINE AUTHORIZED DEAL- 


Camcorder Accessories 
We've Got’em All 
* Replacement Batteries 


° Filters 
* Editing 
* Microphones 


¢ Lights 


* Mixers and much more! 


All Canon 





Exchanges may be made within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization. All returned merchandise 
king fee. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices include a cash discount and 


Circle 30 on Reader Service Card. 


No Bull... 





¢ Video Tape 


re er 





24 hours fax ees 
(908) 651-0331 
Information (iss 
(908) 651-8400 
~ OPEN 7 DAYS 


Mon - Sat 9am-8pm 
Sun 11am - 6pm Est 






Hundreds of Camcorders 
to choose from! * 


Televisions = 
VCR's 
Big Screens, | *” 

All Major 
Brands § 23*% 
Available = ‘ 


nner OMEN NN 


Your a 
Home ‘ 
Theater We ae 
Specials / 
* Reciever 

*CcD 

* Mini Disk 

* Speakers 


| Q PIONEER ae 


Iacanlnenalsa’ Bl 
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Yamaha DSP-A2070 





Yamaha’s DSP-A2070 Amp: Lucky Seven 


he new DSP-A2070 
Integrated Amplifier 
from Yamaha is the ulti- 

mate in home theater sound power. 
The main and center channels are 
served with 80 watts each and the 
rear effect channels are driven with 
25 watts. 

Back in 1986, Yamaha engineers 
developed Digital Sound Field pro- 
cessing. A “sound field” refers to 
the unique acoustic character of a 
specific environment: a jazz club, a 
stadium, a concert hall. By devising 
a special way of measuring sound 
fields, these acoustic engineers were 
able to make precise measurements 
of some of the world’s most famous 
performance venues. This data, 
encoded on computer chips, made 
it possible for music lovers to enjoy 
the sound of jazz clubs, such as 
New York’s Village Gate, to spa- 


cious concert arenas, like 


2- ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


California's Anaheim Stadium. 
Imitators soon followed with their 
own DSP, standing for Digital 
Signal Processing. Same letters, dif- 
ferent sound. These other makers 
merely added electronic effects to 
imitate the sound of cathedrals and 
concert halls, whereas Yamaha DSP 
reproduces the genuine sound 
characteristics of the real things. 

And Yamaha also created the 
next major breakthrough in sound 
processing for the home theater; 
Cinema DSP. This achieves the 
“impossible.” With Cinema DSP, 
youre not just watching and hear- 
ing a movie, youre right in the mid- 
dle of the action. When the guns 
start shooting, you'll duck. When 
the plane roars overhead, you'll look 
up. And you'll hear every bit of dia- 
log with exceptional clarity. 

The top-of-the-line DSP-A2070 


seven-channel integrated amplifier 


has incredible versatility and amaz- 
ing capabilities. It offers sound 
field processing capacity so its 11 
Cinema DSP and 12 Hi-Fi DSP 
modes deliver realistic sounds. 

Extensive audio and video 
inputs and outputs make the unit 
ready for any home theater. 

Built into the unit is Yamaha's 
new YSS-213 LSI, which carries out 
all the Dolby Pro Logic and sur- 
round decoding digitally for the 
highest possible decoding accuracy. A 
special 19-Bit-Equivalent A/D sys- 
tem provides exceptional signal lin- 
earity and a 114 dB dynamic range. 

Other notable features include: 
front, center and rear level controls, 
front mix on/off switch for 5-chan- 
nel amplification, pre-main cou- 
pler, dynamic bass extension, heavy 
duty chassis and a learning remote. 


For more information, call 


(714) 522-9105. 











Big Sound In Small places 


erwin-Vega, a leading American manufacturer of loud- 
speakers, has introduced Powered System 6, a six-piece 
Sensurround system, featuring a low-profile center-channel 
speaker, four satellites, and a powered subwoofer with remote 


control. 





The compact Sensurround System 6 features the same 
Academy Award-winning Sensurround technology offered in Cerwin-Vega’s popular seven- and five-piece home 
theater systems. As with the original introduction into the home theater market, Cerwin-Vega’s newer, stream- 
lined Sensurround Powered System 6 delivers uncompromising sound for video and audio applications. 

The new slim-line HT-MDC center-channel speaker is magnetically shielded and is a two-way affair. The HT- 
S5 two-way satellite speakers feature a 5-inch midrange and a 1-inch dome tweeter. The HT-10P WR is a 10-inch 
powered subwoofer with remote control. Its infrared volume control code is compatible with all universal remotes. 
The HT-10P WR subwoofer’s front panel features a motor-driven Volume Level Control, as well as Variable 
Crossover Control on the back panel that permits easy adjustment of crossover points from 80 Hz - 150 Hz. 

All Cerwin-Vega Powered System 6 speakers are offered in a black woodgrain vinyl finish with black knit 
grilles. Visit your dealer or call (805) 584-9332. 


Compact All-in-One Set 


oldstar’s new GCT- audio signal out of two speakers, GCT-2515S comes in a grey cabi- 
2515S comes with a built- audio/video and RF inputs. The net design and costs $549.95. 


in closed-caption decoder, 











random access remote control, 25- 
inch diagonal high contrast color 
picture tube for natural color 
images and finer detail, a cable- 
ready 181 channel, electronic stereo 
tuner system with English/Spanish 
on-screen and channel displays, 
auto program for fine tuning of all 
available cable and air channels and 
auto picture control to reset the 
picture back to factory preset levels. 
Other features include channel 
return, an auto demonstration 
function and a 240-minute sleep 
timer. The unit also comes with a 
2x2.5-watt amp magnifying the 
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This is Home Theater! 


he new HR- and video performance are among 
VP710U is a top-end the best of any consumer VCR 
VCR that sets new stan- thanks, in part , to JVC’s exclusive 


dards for home theater. Both audio —_ new Hi-Spec Drive Mechanism. 





JVC HR-VP710U 





AudioQuest Brings It All Home 


| ables are often classified out changing any part of the infor- 
) | as only “accessories.” This is mation carried in that signal. 

| not true. An audio/video AudioQuest has spent over a 

| system will not work without cables. decade researching and designing 
Furthermore, an audio or video sys- _ cables that bring music and pictures 
tem can only perform as well as the _to your ears and eyes unchanged 
sum of its components, and cables from the original performance. 
are very important components. Each AudioQuest cable, from 


On the face of it, nothing could _ the least expensive to the most 
be easier than simply getting a sig- costly design, has been engineered 
nal from here to there. The truth is, _ to be the best possible cable for 


each stage of a home theater system _ every application and budget. 


performs a very complicated task. When considering an inexpensive 
Each must transform or transfer a upgrade to your home theater system, 
multi-octave complex signal with- _ arrange a “test-drive” of Turquoise 


AudioQuest Cable 


4- ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 








The HR-VP710’s four oval-cut 
video heads lay the foundation for 
the unit’s incredible picture quali- 
ty. Hi-Fi stereo provides near-CD 
quality audio, and is a prerequisite 
for any home theater system. This 
VCR also offers JVC’s AV Compu 
Link, allowing it to perfectly inter- 
face with other JVC components 
in your home theater system. And 


when it comes to user-friendliness, 





audio interconnects and Video X 
cable. The Turquoise interconnects 
($39/meter) will allow a new level of 
sonic dynamics and emotion clearly 
showing the difference between 
home theater and reguiar TV. The 
Video X cable ($35/meter) will allow 
improved video contrast and resolu- 
tion, letting you appreciate the sub- 
tleties of fine cinematography. 

There are only a few basic distor- 
tion mechanisms that account for the 
large variations in cable performance. 
AudioQuest publishes a pamphlet on 
cable theory that explains in simple 
terms more about how cables dra- 
matically effect the sound and picture 
quality of your system. The pamphlet 
also describes how each AudioQuest 
model solves basic cable problems. 
For a complimentary copy of 
AudioQuest’s “Cable Design” book- 
let, call (714) 498-2770 or write PO. 
Box 3060, San Clemente, CA 92674. 








the HR-VP710 is very helpful. 
First, it features VCR Plus+ pro- 
gramming, which makes program- 
ming as easy as dialing a phone. 
And cable box control is included 
for added convenience. In addi- 
tion, a well thought out on-screen 
menu system guides you easily 
through all functions. 

For simple, yet versatile home 
editing, JVC has provided Random 
Assemble Editing to make the 
removal of unwanted material or 
the rearranging of scenes a snap. 
The flying erase head ensures 
glitch-free edits, while the audio 
dubbing allows narration or music 
to be added after the recording is 
made. Gold-plated front AV inputs 
make the hook-up of external com- 
ponents easy, while the VCR 
remains in its home theater space. 
A large jog/shuttle dial allows the 
user to easily navigate their way 
through any tape — even frame by 
frame. There is also a large 
jog/shuttle located on the full- 
function multi-brand remote. 
Other features include variable 
input level controls, dual audio 
level meters and video dubbing. 
The rosewood side panels comple- 
ment the cosmetic appeal of the 
HR-VP710. 

For complete details visit your 


local JVC dealer. 


Vandersieen’s Live Center 


andersteen Audio doesn't spare any design innovations or quality 
when building their high-end loudspeakers. Vandersteen speakers fea- 
ture boxless, phase correct designs that are very important in multi- 
channel A/V surround systems. Most conventional speakers have at least 
one of their drivers wired out-of-phase from the other driver or drivers. 
Although each speaker may sound good individually, the haphazard mix of 
phase characteristics prevents them from presenting a coherent soundfield 
when they are mated together. All the drivers in Vandersteen speakers, 
including the woofer and tweeter in the new VCC-1 center-channel speak- 
ers aligned coaxial driver, are connected in the same phase. While this is an 
advantage in an audio system, it’s absolutely critical in a multi-channel A/V 
surround system where the front, center and surround speakers must all 
work together to convey the emotional experience of a film. Vandersteen 
Audio manufactures a full line of high-performance loudspeakers and sub- 
woofers for optimum music and A/V sound reproduction. For information 


on the new VCC-1 and the rest of the line, call 209-582-0324. 
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AMC System 2 Preamp and Amplifiers 














: 





State Of The Art Home Cinema 


MC’s System 2 can 
easily turn your existing 
audio/video compo- 

nents into an extraordinary home 
theater. System 2 is comprised of a 
professional edition Dolby Pro 
Logic preamplifier, two audiophile- 
quality amplifiers and a unique 
powered subwoofer. For slightly 
higher cost than the price of a top- 
end A/V receiver, the System 2 is 
by far the better choice. 

System 2 is flexible and power- 
ful enough to allow you to use 
your existing speakers or upgrade 
or add new speakers as needed. 
System 2 has been designed to 
handle most types of loudspeakers 
and, most importantly, match 
them properly. System 2’s pream- 
plifier has built-in special calibra- 


tion circuits allowing you to bal- 


6- ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


ance all six speakers’ sound pressure 
level to within 1 dB of each other. 
This very special adjustment fea- 
ture is simply not available on any 
other competitive design in this 
price category or, for that matter, 
models costing several times more. 
System 2 is also extremely power- 
ful, with all the reserve power need- 
ed to reproduce the explosions, as 
well as faithfully reproduce the soft 


whispers and musical scores of 





AMC System 2 Subwoofer 








today’s films. Low noise and smooth 
and powerful response for each and 
every channel, coupled with quick 
distortion-free bass means you will 
immediately hear better detail, more 
separation and impressive dynamics. 
Voices will come distinctly from the 
screen and bass will fill the room 
while your side speakers create a 
panoramic effect transforming even 
the smallest of living rooms into a 
theater. 

In creating System 2, AMC's first 
design priority was to engineer a pro- 
fessional edition Dolby preamplifier. 
By optimizing each critical circuit, 
System 2’s ultra-low-noise preampli- 
fier guarantees every movie sound- 
track is reproduced without distor- 
tion. Although this might seem obvi- 
ous, these distortions are actually 
commonly found in entry-priced 
home theater components. 

The ultimate result is that with 
System 2, you can play your 
favorite films’ soundtracks in state- 
of-the-art Dolby Pro Logic or, 
when needed, offer decorrelation 
for stereo signals. The System 2 
preamps will be upgradeable to 
THxX-controller status. 

The powered subwoofer pro- 
duces frequencies below 80 Hz, it’s 
small enough to blend into any 
room, yet it will rattle the pictures 
if you want it to. 

System 2 is easy to operate and 
set up, and it’s expandable. 

For more information, contact 


AMC at 1-800-321-6396. 





Energy RVS-2 


The Home Theater Power Source 


nergy loudspeakers are 

the perfect choice for video 

connoisseurs with discern- 
ing ears. For the ultimate in home 
theater audio satisfaction, the soni- 
cally identical RVS-1 and RVS-2 are 
high-performance, bookshelf-size 
models that are available separately 
or as a package. These new RVS 
models provide balanced perfor- 
mance for the left, center and right 
channels in perfect sync with the 
video presentation. Additionally, the 
RVS-1 center-channel speaker may 
be positioned horizontally either 
atop or beneath a video screen. The 
new RVSS combination dipole/ 
bipole surround speaker blends nat- 





urally with the RVS-1 and RVS-2 
for superb home theater effects. 
Since deep bass is a vital part of 
every home theater system, Energy 
offers two powerful active sub- 
woofers. The 90-watt AS-90 and 
180-watt AS-180 both feature 12- 
inch woofers, a phase-reversal 
switch to overcome troublesome 


room acoustics and an audio/video 
mode selector. The Video mode 
adds impact to deliver thunderous 
bass to add dramatic realism to 
movies, and the Audio position 
ensures smooth response for superb 
reproduction of your favorite music. 

Visit your nearest Energy dealer 
to audition these loudspeakers. 


Big Screen, Big Features 


n JVC's new line of color televisions is the 31-inch AV-31BP5. 





The unit’s Super Command universal remote puts the power of 

microprocessor artificial intelligence at your command to give you 
the super fast, super efficient control over the enormous array of advanced 
features the set has to offer. It has scrolling on-screen menus that take you 
through its functions quickly and easily. When you see what you want, you 
simply move the cursor right or left to activate your choice. 

On the Full Square Super Dark tinted picture tube, you enjoy 700 
lines of horizontal resolution for superb picture quality. 

The set has a built-in MTS/SAP decoder and stereo amplifier for opti- 
mum audio. It also offers matrix surround sound processing and has 
front-firing stereo speakers. Dynamic artificial intelligence and Black 
Level Expansion further enhance picture quality. Advanced functions 
include two-way picture-in-picture with freeze frame. Other features 
include Hyper Scan for high speed channel changes (scans channels up or 
down at a rate of five channels per second), Your Favorites Ai (analyzes 
your viewing habits and remembers your three favorite daytime and 
nighttime channels), Category Preview, Theater/AV Status, Mute Level 
Preset, AV Compu Link for per- 
fect interfacing with other JVC 
home theater components, Live 
Effex, 180 channel tuner, child 
timer, 16 jack input/output panel 
and external speaker terminals. 

The 31BP5 comes in an attrac- 


SdITE-AV DAL 





tive dark grey cabinet. 
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Get Wired 


LOYVDO offers a com- 
plete line of high-quality 
audio and video cables 
designed to maximize the audio and 
video quality of your home theater. 
The line includes models specifi- 
cally designed for certain applica- 
tions. The ER-10 AC Power Line is 
a heavy-duty power cord that actu- 
ally improves A/V performance. Its 
double-shielded and double- 
grounded 12AWG design works to 
eliminate EMI and RFI problems. 
Model ER-12 is speaker cable that 
offers outstanding midrange and tre- 
ble clarity, as well as phenomenal 
bass performance. It’s ideal for single- 
cable bi-wiring and subwoofer appli- 
cations. The ER-12 features JAWG 





OFHC conductors (in shotgun 
mode) and special patterning for 
unobtrusive application. It’s available 
in pairs or subwoofer singles. 

ER-14 Speaker Cable for side and 
rear channels offers imaging and 
spatial characteristics similar to other 
XLO/VDO cables for maximum 


Videonics’ Top Titleist 


ideonics’ TitleMaker 2000 will make your videos more professional- 


looking than you thought possible. Your personal productions will 


complement your home theater experience. The TitleMaker 2000 is a 


high-resolution video titler that offers a host of new and exciting features, as 


well as those that have made the company’s original TitleMaker the most 


popular titler in the home video editing market. 
The TitleMaker 2000 offers 92 font and size combinations, including 
script fonts, that can be displayed over video or colored backgrounds. An additional “Preview” video output 


allows you to work with a second monitor. 
TitleMaker 2000 has a great memory too. A set of independent pages can be saved for different jobs. Each pro- 
ject is protected against accidental changes while other projects are in use. With its rapid access, you can go to a spe- 
cific page or project instantly without having to scroll through every page of titles. The advanced scrolling capabili- 
ties allow you to scroll in from one direction and scroll out another with (if you wish) a user-set pause in between. 
In addition, TitleMaker 2000 offers background, letters, outlines and borders that can be created with over a 
million colors or a wide range of patterns, including animated patterns. Shadows, outlines and other character 


enhancements can be added to the letters and titles being changed. 
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surround sound effect. It features 
14AWG multi-conductor design 
and the same unobtrusive patterning 
as ER-12 cables. All XLO speaker 
cables are available with XLO 
spades, pins, or banana plugs. 

Contact XLO at (909) 466- 
0832. 


=~. 00804432000-A. 
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FEATURES INCLUDE: ¢ MANUAL TRANSITIONS USING T-BAR OR 

© 4-INPUT VIDEO SWITCHER AUTOMATIC TRANSITIONS (10 SPEEDS) 

° SYNCHRONIZER MIXES SIGNALS FROM * COLOR BAR, SOLID COLOR AND BLACK BURST 

VIRTUALLY ANY TWO SOURCES GENERATOR 

© DUAL FIELD TBC 

¢ BROADCAST QUALITY VIDEO 

© OVER 200 VIDEO EFFECTS 

* CHROMA KEYS ON ANY COLOR 

* BACKGROUND COLOR GENERATOR 
° BORDER COLOR GENERATOR 

© AUDIO MIX/FADE 

* PREVIEW DISPLAYS FORALL FOUR 
INPUTS AT ONCE, AT REDUCED FRAME RATE ° AUDIO $/N RATIO: 560B 
°GPI TRIGGER INPUT * VIDEO $/N RATIO: 560B 
° $-VIDEO AND COMPOSITE/RCA VIDEO INPUTS 
ON ALL FOUR CHANNELS AND ON INPUTS 


Aueduwiog Buijyipz oapi, ays \ 
SOINOAGIA Ma | 
\ 


¢ VIDEO EFFECTS INCLUDE: FADE, WIPES, SLIDES, | 
DISSOLVE (MIX), ZOOM, PICTURE-IN-PICTURE, : 
PICTURE FLIP, LUMINANCE AND CHROMA KEY, 
SUPERIMPOSE, MOSAIC, STROBE, PICTURE ! 
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THE VIDEO EDITING & 
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10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


AMBICO... 


Professional Video 
Converter 
Converts movies, slides, AND VO650 


photos to video. Needs no slide 95 
saeeA9 


VANGUARD 


Full size “Hands-Free” 
Camcorder Support 


Sturdy shoulder bracket offers true 


hands free support plus $59* 


1 84-1 994 


FREE GIFT!! WISH US A HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY WHEN YOU CALL 
IN YOUR ORDER AND WE'LL SEND 
YOU A FREE GIFT!! 


WE KNOW OUR 
staff of courteous, 

STUFF informative, sales 

professionals 


WE ARE HERE TO 
SOLVE YOUR from hook- 
PROBLEMS (8) eeotion 
ATTN SCHOOLS & 
GOV'T AGENCIES 


Direct your orders/bid to our 
Specialty Video Supply division 
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No memory batteries offer a full charge everytime! Carefree- 
No Worry!! Available for all major 
4 ol NOUr 


brands. Call with your model #, cnoices 49> 



















































































Improves ~ ! jae Tea" 
picture quality - improved weight distribution. 

during 

playback or 3X Telephoto Lens 
eee tom = LED65 New compact lens increases your 
Pennies 2 NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs telephoto range by 300%! Features 4 
channalieudia with LED Indicators | element coated glass optics for sharpest 
mixer, autofades, adjustment of $ 95 LED65- 6.5AH Runs camcorder approx. 5 hrs. s69°° resolution. Dual thread for 49mm & 37 
outline, detail, brightness, color, & 1 69 LED100- 10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs $99°° mm, plus 46mm & 52mm rings included. 








H 2 in./4 out. S-VHS jacks. 


ng : i ; 569° VSL30 99” 
i Vidimate 200 - Same as above w/e S-VHS jacks Also available: LAGS- 6.5AH 12v wes 


ToL Tae RENT Py ETT TY, a 
e 10TH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE BONUS includes... Hook up Guide & 
How-to Manual with instruction & tips from our techs! FREE! *6% VALUE! 
* Complete set of hook-up cables, - FREE! $24.95 VALUE! 
¢ 3M Black Watch Video Tape [#4410] — FREE! $8.95 VALUE! 
© EXCLUSIVE Direct Support Phone Line connects you to our techs who 
will assist you, from hook-up to operation! 



















with some terrific editing packages. We've matched the components that 
give you the maximum value to create great productions! In addition to 
these low prices you will receive the LOTH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE 
BONUS, a $40.00 value, at no extra charge. For more information, or to find 
out what components are best for you, call today! 
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Digital Effects 

enerator 
SFX5 


© Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 
by adding full motion or still PIP * Freeze Frame ii 
¢ Strobe High, medium & low speeds 
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Electronic Titler w/ 






















* 8 colors, 2 fonts, 4 sizes and 3 borders Special Title Effects Special Effects Editor & ¢ Multiscreen Display 4 or 9 still frames on 

¢ 10 pages of memory , i . 

* Titles can wipe in/out, scroll up/down, Put your titles into Sound Mixer one screen. PLUS any 1 frame can be in full 
crawl, and flash on/off SALE motion & create unique A complete creative editing center motion « Mosaic 2 sizes & POS/NEG 

* Hi8 and S-VHS compatible $ 95 Hollywood effects. with color wipes, partial wipes, ¢ Paint Dramatic color posterization 

* Superimpose titles over live video 409 Features deluxe full size inverse, reverse, crossfades etc. Audio Mixer 






keyboard, S-VHS & Hi8 


mpatibility, & 12 page ; ; 
eee: Rede? oes eCrossfades one input into next 


include 8 colors, 4 Variable wipe and fade speed 
sizes, outlining & ¢Bypass accurately locates edit points 
boxing. ¢Stereo sound mixer 

e2in/ 2 “Ss ¢S-VHS/Hi8 compatible 


249° $q99°° 


JXSV55 


or on black or white background. 


FX-L Video Ed/it 


_ Automatic Control L Editor & 
Special Effects Generator 
for under *300 









Over 100 wipe patterns 






























*349°° 
SALE 


JXT88 

















The SFX-L 
automatically 
edits your home videos with professional color 
fades and wipes plus audio mixing. Preprogram an 
Edit Decision List with up to 23 scenes.The on- 






Ultimate S-VHS 
Production Center 


A complete home video production center 
that is compatible with all formats. The 





























screen display lists the in and out points, the JXSV55 combines professional quality and backgrounds or combine wipe > 
special effects that have been selected and the several features into 1 easy to use unit. patterns for sixteen different S-VHS/Hi8 ; 
elapsed time of your video. Perform clean cut State of the art high resolution color effects including circle, curtain and ! 
assembly edits or choose exciting wipe patterns in 8 | processor and enhancer to improve picture letterbox. ¢ Edit your video using Color Character Generator 
colors. Includes stereo audio $299 quality. *Joystick control for color balance fades and wipes as transitions The world's easiest to use color titler! ; 
mixer, mic, and Y/C for SVHS/Hi8. lets you perform top notch color correction between scenes! #2A/V in & out Generates its own title screens for quick & 

—_—$—$— — — —— — ———————— quickly and easily. * Hi Fi stereo audio mixer plus a switchable monitor output. easy title creation. * 8 colors/4 sizes * 
Also New from Sima -IR Auto Ed/it4nfrared Video lets you add music and/or narration from 3 The JXSV55 is 10 pages memory » Fade in/out & Scroll 
Editor and Audio Mixer-One button performs the different sources. rated #1 by our $399" title * Standard size keypad 
entire editing sequence automatically $479 * Color special effects generator lets you techs! SALE $ 00 

249 (reg $299) 


-assuring perfect edits every time. fade or wipe to 8 different color 
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PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


2 Pd Ke 4 VIDICRAFT 


PRO SWITCHER 
Now Toll-Free in Canada 





10 DAY MONEY BACK 
30 DAY TRADE-IN 
GUARANTEE POLICY 


TECHNICAL ADVICE 
HOTLINE call Phil 
516-759-1943 o Gary 
































4X 4 MATRIX 


*Digital 4x4 matrix routes any one of 4 inputs to any or all 4 outputs 
¢Preselect separate stereo audio or video switching or route audio 


and video together $299 


Combine multiple switchers to expand in/out capability 


AJAZDEN 
















ECZ990 HS7V 


TWO MICROPHONE SYSTEMS 


























Zoom 
cam3. {Microphone Headset 

Mic Mixer [Picks up sound Boom 

Record and in front without Mic 

mix sound side noises. 2 

from 3 position zoom/wide angle. Add narration Pree you' ee o oaDN 
| hil video tapin lonitor 
ee Shootnalt: os sae O5” camcor arawale: 19 


Connect 2 mics s plus ‘background music to 
your camcorder's audio. $4g°> 


a]: 


rea ee eee ae 


WMSPRO 


Professional 
VHF Wireless 


Mic System 
250’ Range 


449° 


WHXPRO-Wireless Handheld 
VHF Pro Mic poveen 














Now you can use two wireless mics at the same time! 
The new Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver automatically mixes 
the sound from both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 


system for your needs. Complete systems $ oo 
including WR2PRO and two wireless mics. 379 & up. 


] WR2PRO receiver $4 qo 

















Stereo/Zoom Microphone $44995 
High performance Mic. 

Features: 2 modes - stereo or superdirectional! Plus 
sensitivity & low-cut selections. 

6 times greater sensitivity than built-in mic. 


















ae 


Serres 


VIDEO TRIPODS 





Now you can watch TWO Programs at the 






















(2700mAh) | for Video 
rovides err ce ha iT has 
Remote Control to 2.5 hrs. een Ap-200w ij — Edliting and 
A/V S-VHS Switcher for 8mm Cordless VideoLight with Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head Production 
. . ie ane in & out and VHS-C Auto Sensor, Zoom & Tilt | Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s pan es 
° Separator 00 camcorders Head. Includes battery & head, place on tripod & get in the action Magnetic Head 
* Video amp. w/800 lines of resolution Sale $229 Worn Sony, charger ‘ = with senor Ae Infra-red ey Cleaning 
: Pana, JVC, 69 controls pan & tilt plus lens zoom system-The 
cee: and Sharp. record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi & Best Available 
7 in, 4 out plus monitor output RB-80UL RL-20 compact $ 95 Canon camcorders. Powered $4 49” PH aad eel 
y ; $ 95 videolight 29 by 6v battery (not included). 
¢ Video amp w/ 12MHz bandwidth & 960 lines resolution Comes with 69 CALL TODAY 


same time and more... 


ROCTEC 






Remote Control PIP Tuner w/stereo 
¢ Picture-in-picture in any corner of the screen 

* Built in cable converter 

Built in switcher for cable/antenna and 3 A/V inputs 


Swap between main and sub-picture 















Freeze sub-picture 
Includes custom PIP cable kit 


RECOTON’ 


WOW!!! 900MHz 
Wireless Technology!!! 
Lets you transmit sound and 
video up to 150‘! Even through 
walls and floors! W4.40- 
Wireless Stereo Speaker 
system with full 20 watt RMS 
output. Enjoy full, rich Hi-fi 
stereo sound anywhere in your 
home without wires! Great for 
surround sound, bookshelves 
and you can even use them outside!! 
























































e Y/C separator ¢ 
dubbing or viewing ¢ A/V processor loops 


2 signal paths for simultaneous 


sag9" 
















ROCTEC 


RocGen Pro 


Turn your positive oe 
/486 Pi center column. 
is ey a Height-59” 
complete 
editing 549° 
system! U8000 with SLIK 


*Enhanced VideoDirector editing software lets you rearrange scenes, 
remove unwanted footage and create an Edit Decision List for easy 

editing*Add high resolution color titles and create your own graphics 
and animation*Superimpose titles and graphics over video plus color 
key graphics for keyhole effectseRequires Sony type LANC camcorder 














=vP) essen: Suite Drs 


Truly integrated video editing, 2D & 3D titling, and effects in one easy 
to use, well documented package. Custom-modified Video Director lets 
you edit from any Control L camcorder and Curtain Call lets you add 
titles, fades, wipes, graphics and animation with the click of the 


mouse. G-lock VGA+ broadcast quality display card 


w/ 1MB_ RAM and advanced flicker stabilization. 


SUNPAK 


MEMORY-FREE 
Nicad Battery with 
3 stage LED 


Ultra-high 
capacity 





Lifetime Warranty! 
RB-80U without LED *49°° 


SUNPAK 


Circle 34 on Reader Service Card. 


*499” 





Features new 
modern design with 
titanium finish. 
Includes ultra- 
smooth fluid pan 
head, gear drive & 






























custom tripod case 


‘59 


























PowerMax 
Pulse-Charge 


sag9g~ 












Reconditions and quick 
charges two 6V batteries 
in one cycle. Fastest 
charge with built in 
overcharge protection! 
AC/DC 


sag 























































BLACK 
WATCH’ 
The Ideal Tape 































Optional 20 ft remote sensor cord $19°% 


$10 OFF RB-SOUL with purchase of AP-200W 






For More 
Information 
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se 
SAMMAN‘S ELECTRONICS 1166 HAMBURG TPKE. WAYNE, NEW JERSEY 


















CAMCORDERS. 














ES1000 IN STOCK PV-1Q304 

E700 STABILIZER PV-IQ505 

UCS5 HI 8MM_ PV-IQ604 
PV-S64 


L-2 RC TIME CODE PV-910 FULL SIZEVHS 


” 























GRAX37U HI 8MM VME-39A COLOR VF 
GRAX70U COLOR VF VME-56A HIFI STEREO 
GRAX75U_ STABILIZER VME-57A STABILIZER 
GR-SZ1 S-VHS-C VMH-71A Hi 8MM 
GR-SZ7_ BRAND NEW VM-3700 FULL SIZE 










































Karaoke Player .........:000eseeeeee 
CD player, 18 disc/3 magazine ..... 
CD Laser w/special effects & auto reve 
24 Disc CD Changer.. r 
100 Disc CD Changer 







“$299 Dolby Pro Logic” 80 watts per channel, 


Iti- HV caccardevestocaeresoccecesasoos 279 j = j 
Poet oom capacity watts per channel Ehoice 8mm & VHS-C Palm Size ......... $499 


TUES OOP Cap arts gre op ege epee {8349 Canon E-520 0 Lux 10x1 Zoom & Case ..$579 } 
005% THD, inalti-room/multi-source Minolta C560 VHS-C Light 10x1 Zoom...$579 | 





es Lee Full Size VHS 12x1 Zoom 4 Head......... $649 
Pa Madan cee babe eg tp ed VHS-C Stabilizer 20x1 Digital Zoom......$789 } 
‘ . 8mm w/Optical Image Stabilizer....... $699 | 
SOULS Hi 8mm Stabilizer HiFi Ultra Compact...$999 | 

NEW ARRIVALS EVERY DAY ........ CALL US! 





Center Channel Black Laquer Finish with Two Rear 
Surround Speakers ......sssssessssvecsssssersssssssese Package $98 
Front Channel Bookshelf Spkrs 100 Watts $79 


Dual Cassette Play Record & Dubbing......... $109 6 pc sys, shielded, 1 center channel speaker, 2 from 
ore 2 rear speakers & subwoofer G49 
BOOKSHELF AUDIO ual Satellite & Subwoofer SPKRS.. & 
—_ A/V 100w Center Channel Speaker. cde 


TECHNICS MI sclera Acosta 








FISHER 
AIWA 
Jvc 

& MORE! 


10 Disc Changer, Dual Cassette 30 Watts 
ROMICLE GORI vscarevevosioiisvesssssssucuusnsasateteuuvn $299 
24 Disc Changer, AM/FM Stereo, Auto Reverse, 
Dual Cassette, Equalizer, 200 Watts .........-.. $459 






























































































































4 Head HiFi Stereo 


jon & shuttle Dial DIGITAL EQUIPMENT 








echelons. 


PANASONIC WJAVE-5 A/V Mixer w/Genlock ........ CALL! 
Cable Box Controler noes 


PANASONIC WJAVE-7 A/V Mixer w/96 Wipes........ CALL! 
H R-VP700 U ae JVC JXT-66 8 Page Character Generator ..+.sssses $ 
oe HR-VP606U 













VIDEONICS MX-1 Special Effects Generator | 
VIDEONICS TU-1 Hi Res Title Maker...sssssessssssnson CALL! 
VIDEONICS TM-2000 Broadcast Quality Titlemaker with 


Mi 





: Digital Compact 





ft 
bh 7 7 Pan ° 720x480 Resolution, 90 Fonts, 1 million colors, clip board style 
“ | Cassette, Digital Audio Tape, copy, 20 special effect & more available for pal .......+.s CALL! 
DAT,Mini Disc, DCC, & PCM SONY RME-700 Video Editor & Titler.........CALL! 





Dual Deck VCRs STARTING AT ....... $299 SONY XVD-1000 Double Frame Synchronizer 
Call Now For Your Favorite Makes & Models At The Lowest Legitimate Prices! Convenient Fax # 201-633-1476 


a fox = + © X © Foec 5 a7a-7t = 5 











AUDIO / RECEIVERS 





WD PIONIGER 


* DOLBY PRO LOGIC W/ DIGITAL PROCESS 
* 5 DIGITALLY SIMULATED SOUND FIELDS 


st Models Available: ° '/V RECIEVER Fe 


-D453 * VSX-D503 * VSX-D603 
*VSX-D903 * VSX-D25 
NE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PIONEER 
WUDIO PRODUCTS....PLEASE CALL 


T > 














“© 120 WATTS x2 
* PRO LOGIC 





Jve 


Other Models Available: 
*RX208TN .... ® RX715VTN NF’ 94 
PRXSISTN ...... s © RXSI5VIN ......... a 
_ WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF JVC AUDIO PRODUCTS...PLEASE CALL 








Panasonic 


AG-3 

AG-186. 

NEW AGD-P800|SUPERCA\ : 
EDITORS & MIXERS 

WJAVES .. ie 

WJAVE-7 . 

WJMX-30 . 

WJMX-50 

WJTTL-5 

WJKB-15 


AG-1290 .. 
AG-1280 .. 
AG-1970 


CALL 
227 
77 








COMPACT DISC PLAYERS — 


AG-5700 .. 197 


© 12x] ZOOM 
* COLORVIEW 
© EIS © VHS/C 


PV-IQ304 .. 
PV-IQ404 .. 
PV-IQ504 .. 
PV-IQ604 .. 
PV-54 .... 
PV-S64 .. 
PV-900 .. 
PV-760B 
PV-S770 


hasan 7. 
617 
677 
827 

. CALL 

. CALL 
537 
867 
937 


Ve Geck 


AGW... 

AGA-96 
AGA-570.. 
CT1383Y(MONITOR) 


1647 


ea, Es 


REMOVABLE LENSES 


* S-VHS © 100:1 
DIGITAL ZOOM 

* COLOR VIEW 
*NO LOSS E..S. 


GRSZ-10%... 
GRSZ-7 ..... 
GRAX-75 ......4 
GRAX-70 . 
GRAX-37 .. 
GRAX-35 mers 
GRAX-30........ ¢ 
| GRAX-25 R 


BRS-360 ............... fe 
BRS-378 S-VHS .........002. CALL 


SUPER VHS TAPES | 
ON SPECIAL...CALL 


Es) 
VHS-COMPAC 


CC-174 .. 
CC-188 .. 


CC-190....... 


PRO-830 ... 
PRO-840 ... 
PRO-843 ... 
PRO-845 ..... 
NEW PRO-809 .. 
PRO-930 

















PIONEER ~ aa 
The Art of Entertainment 


© MULTIPLAY 6 CD W/ REMOTE 
\ * MEMORY HOLD ¢ LAST DISC MEMORY 
Other Models Available: 
PDM603 * PDM703 * PDM403 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF PIONEER 
PDM902 * PDM603 * PDTM3 


COMPACT DISC PRODUCTS...PLEASE CALL 




















» 6+1 CD CHANGER 
* AUTO LOAD 


© XLV114 .... ws 7 
XLF216 * XLV161 127 
*XLV261 © XLM415 .. Spel: 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF JVC COMPACT DISC PRODUCTS...PLEASE CALL 


JIVG 
Other Models Available: 
XLFIO8 








GER DISC PLAVERS 








Art of Entertainment 


+ ADVANCED GAMMA TURN MECHANISM {og shut play} 
ba © MULTI CD/LD PLAYER 
lodels Available: * AUTO DIGITAL LEVEL CONTROLLER 
D-M303 * CLD-503 * CLD-M403 —* CLD-V840 (karaoke)............ CALL 
iCLD-V740 {karaoke} 487 * DMVI161 (microphone) 
ECARRY ALL PIONEER MICROPHONES AND ACCESSORIES...PLEASE CALL 





WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
VCR'S...PLEASE CALL! 


SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
°4 HEAD HI-FI STEREO 
*ON-SCREEN DISPLAY $267 


VHS-SLIMCAMS 
VLL-290.... 
VLL-390 
VLL-63 .. 
NEW VLL-64 


ely 

-497 

.537 
.. CALL 
Sele aa ek tira 

K ABOUT VLE- pil rots 
gery VLE-35U 


+, VLE-40U 
WARRANTY Vi Hi1-400 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF SHARP 


ACCESSORIES...ESPECIALLY 
BATTERIES...PLEASE ASK! 


eS 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


SON 


VIDEO * HOME AUDIO ® VIDEO TAPES 
© MINI DISCS © VCR's © LASER DISCS 
PLEASE CALL US FOR OUR BEST 


CURRENT PRICING esc 


*L-2 (pre) «, 2197 
# £51000 (color)CALL 
© UCS5 987 
© A-] DIGITAL 997 
* £700 . 677 
© E520 vss 497 


ASK ABOUT OUR HICH 
OWERED BATTERY PACKS 


CAMCORDERS 








VHS 
* VM2600A 12:1 ZOOM (24 DIG) 
* NEW VM2700A 12:1 ZOOM 
* VM3700A 24: ZOOM (color) 








* VMS8200A (S-VHS) 


¢ VN-200 (equal to TR30/TR40) 

* VN-350 (equal to TR-82) 

¢ VN-550 (equal to TR-91) 

|| * VN-760(equal to TR-700) 

ASK ABOUT OUR EXT, 
5 YEAR WARRANTY 


8mm 
© VMESS5A #1 RATED 
* VMES6A 16x1 ZOOM 
 VMES8A Hi8 © VMH38A 








VGR's 

















* DUAL CASSETTE 
* AUTO REVERSE 
¢ MIC MIXING 


JVC 


her Models Available: 
99 © TDW3)5 .. 
17, * TOW709.. 














Art of Entertainment 


© DOUBLE CASSETTE 
Tl ¢ AUTO REVERSE @ FULL LOGIC 
thet Models Available: 
-303R © CTW-403 © CTW-503 
CIW-703 * CTW-802 * CTW-M62R 
ARRY A FULL LINE OF PIONEER LASER DISC PRODUCTS. ..PLEASE CALL 


DUAL DECKS OF THE FUTURE 
GV3030 ... 519 
GV 3060 . 


8020/8040 .. 














VT171 (2HD).... 

V7181 (2HD) ... 

VTM281 (4HD) .... 

VTM282 (4HD VCR+) . 

VTM284 (4HD VCR++ 

VTF380 (HIFI) ...... 

VTF382 (4HD VCR++4) .......... 
VTF482 (4HD HIFI JOG) ..... BEST 
VTF772 (S-VHS VCR+ JOG) PRICE 


























WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF CAR AUDIO... PLEASE CALL 
ONY PIONEER JVC JBL 


ees) YAMAHA One) (225) AS 


Gre mail order prices only. In store prices may vary. If you are planning on coming to the store, please adit c 
@. Please call customer service for prior return authorization # before shipping, ea and nonang is non refundable. All returns subject to restocking fee, and must be returned in orig 
(0 Coast provides its own warranty. USA manufacturer's warranty may be additional. Not responsil 


items are mported & do not carry manufactures warranty. In some cases Coast 


© M-249 (2HD) * M-449 (4HD) 
* M-459 (4HD VCR+) © M-649 
* M-650 * M-659 * M-760 


PLEASE CALL FOR 





YOUR BEST PRICE 














WE STOCK A LARGE 
SELECTION OF VCR's 
PLEASE CALL FOR BEST PRICE 





PV2401 .. 
PV440) .. 
PV4414 .. 
PV4451.. 
PV4461.. 
PV4462 . 
PV4464. 
PV4480 . 














HRJ210 ... 
HRJ400 . 
HRJ410 . 
HRJ600 . 
HRJ610 (N 
HRVP412 (NE 
HRVP606 .. 
HRVP700 .. 
HRS4900 
HRS6900 .... 

















VR319 .... 
VR327 
VR506 
VR530 
VR537 
VR667 
VR720 ... 























Circle 36 on Reader Service Card. 


¢ VMH7IA (water resistant) 








CAMCORDERS/VCRS CAMCORDERS/VCRS 

















SPM-4 (AC/DC QUICK DISCHARGE, 2 BATT) . 59 || 
SPM-3(AC/DC CHARGE/RECORD, | BATT)... 49 
SPM-7 (DISCHARGER-TESTER) .... 

SPM-10 (NEW CHARGER & DISCH, 

W/ OVERCHARGE PROTECTION . 

SFX-4 (EDITOR) ........-0sesssesees0e-s 

SFX-5 (DIGITAL EFFECTS GEN..).......... 

SFX-L (NEW ADVANCED COMBO)... 


151VR/TL...... CALL 
351VR/LT ...., CALL 














WE CARRY VIDEONICS PLEAGE CAL 
CITIZEN = 


M329 (MARK I) .... 
M938 (MARK II) 


JXS-700 ....... 427 
ADAPTOR ...... 

















| TV TUNER JVC-MZ-70 ... 127 








0 AVAILABLE PLEASE CALL 





WE 
DISCOUNT 
VIDEO 














e call in advance to reserve merchandise for pickup, We welcome all major credit cards with no surcharge. COD welcome, money order and certified checks, Allow 2-3 weeks for personal check | 
inal box, and in original mint condition, with unfilled warranty cards, No exceptions, Some items listed are Some 
le for typographical errors. Thank you for shopping with Coast to Coast, where service Is the most. 























continued from page 72 


Song Without End 

1960. Dirk Bogarde, Capucine; dir. Charles 
Vidor/George Cukor. New to laserdisc, tra- 
ditional Hollywood-style biopic of Liszt with 
Oscar-winning score (for a livelier alterna- 
tive see Ken Russell’s Lisztomania). Stereo. 
(NR) 130 mins. LD letterboxed $39.95. 
Columbia TriStar. 


Street Wars 

1994. Alan Joseph, Bryan O'Dell; dir. Jam- 
aa Fanaka. “What doesn’t kill them, makes 
them stronger.” Top gun takes over mur- 
dered brother's drug operation and shows 
‘em how the military does it. Mono. (R) 90 
min. VHS only, $89.95. Triboro. 


Thriller 

1960-62. Boris Karloff, William Shatner, 
Elizabeth Montgomery; dir. various. Boxed 
set of six once spine-tingling TV tales. 
Mono. (NR) 300 min. LD $89.98. Colum- 
bia TriStar. 


Throne of Blood 

1957. B&W. Toshiro Mifune; dir. Akira 
Kurosawa. Samurai Shakespeare: True to 
the source, yet completely Kurosawa, with 
a stunning set-piece finish. Mono. (NR) 
105 min. LD $49.95. Criterion. (Earlier Cri- 
terion CAV version $89.95.) 


The Woman Next Door 

1981. Gerard Depardieu, Fanny Ardant, 
Henri Garan, Michele Baumgarner; dir. 
Francois Truffaut. Successful, happily mar- 
ried man goes out of control when former 
lover becomes neighbor and passion re-ig- 
nites. Mono, subtitled. (NR) 106 min. LD 
$49.95. Criterion. 


Wrestling Ernest Hemingway 

1994. Robert Duvall, Richard Harris, Shir- 
ley MacLaine; dir. Randa Haines. Old Irish 
sea salt rousts retired Cuban barber out of 
his complacency and reinvigorates his rela- 
tions with the opposite sex. Stereo. (PG-13) 
123 min. VHS priced for rental. LD letter- 
boxed $39.98. Warner. 


LASERDISC 


The Complete Showboat 
1994. Howard Keel, Ava Gardner, Paul Ro- 
beson, Irene Dunne, Allan Jones, Howard 
Keel, Kathryn Grayson; dir. James Whale 
(1936), George Sidney (1951). Package unit- 
ing Technicolor version, earlier Robeson 
Showboat, and footage from “lost” 1929 
version of the Kern-Hammerstein musical, 
all previously available in two supplement- 
crammed laserdisc sets. Mono. (NR) 360 
min. $124.98. MGM/UA. 


The Creature Collector’s Set: 

Creature From the Black Lagoon/Revengeof 
the Creature/The Creature Walks Among Us 
1954-56. B&W. Richard Carlson, John 
Agar, Jeff Morrow, Julie Adams, Richard 
Denning, Antonio Moreno; dirs. Jack Ar- 
nold (Lagoon and Revenge), John Sherwood 
(Among Us). Finally the full trilogy; bum- 
mer if you bought the recent $59.98 MCA/ 
Universal set of just Revenge and Among 
Us. Mono. (NR) 240 min. LD $44.98. 
MCA/Universal. 


Judy Garland: The Golden Years at MGM: 










The Harvey Girls/Summer Stock/The Pirate 
1994. Gene Kelly, Cyd Charisse, Ray Bolger, 
Walter Slezak, Gloria de Haven; dirs. 
George Sidney (Girls), Charles Walters 
(Stock), Vincente Minnelli (Pirate). Techni- 
color restoration boxed set includes 
excerpts, outtakes, pre-recordings, stills and 
plenty of Judy. Mono. (NR) 414 min. LD 
$124.98. MGM/UA. 


On the Town 

1949. Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra, Vera- 
Ellen, Jules Munshin, Ann Miller, Betty 
Garrett; dir. Stanley Donen/Kelly. Revolu- 
tionary Comden and Green musical with 
all concerned at their peak. Academy 
Award-winning Bernstein score. Mono. 
(NR) 98 min. CAV LD $59.98. MGM/UA. 


Repulsion 

1965. B&W. Catherine Deneuve, Ian Hen- 
dry, John Fraser; dir. Roman Polanski. 
Lonely sex-starved girl in swinging London 
gradually loses her sanity. Freaky. Includes 
audio commentary by Polanski and still li- 
brary. Mono. (NR) 105 min. LD $99.95. 
Voyager. 


The Universal Studios’ Collector’s Set: 
Dracula/Frankenstein/The Wolf Man 
1931-1941. Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Lon 
Chaney, Jr., Hellen Chandler, Dwight Frye; 
dirs. James Wale (‘Stein), Tod Browning 
(Dracula), George Waggner (Man). Boxed 
set of the originals. Mono. (NR) 216 min. 
LD $44.98. MCA/Universal. 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


The Best of Broadway Musicals 

1994. Nar. John Raitt. dir. Andrew Solt. A 
taste of the musical performances that 
made Broadway legend. Includes interviews 
with Rogers & Hammerstein, Lerner & 
Loewe and original show-stoppers by Julie 
Andrews, Richard Burton, Carol Channing, 
Anthony Newley, Pearl Bailey and Ethel 
Merman, etc. Mono. (NR) 56 min. VHS 
only, $19.99. Disney. 


Boop Ooop A Doop 

1986. Tinted/B&W. Cab Calloway, Helen 
Kane, Rudy Vallee. Nar. Steve Allen, dir. 
Vernon Becker. Documentary on Max 
Fleischer’s greatest discovery — Betty Boop. 
Includes the screen debuts of Popeye and 
Louis Armstrong. Mono. (NR) 74 min. 
VHS only, $19.98. Ivy Classics. 


A Change of Heart 

1994. Dirs. Sally & Eric Taylor. Ram Dass, 
formerly Dr. Richard Alpert, Harvard psy- 
chologist, colleague of Timothy Leary and 
author of Be Here Now teaches the value 
of service to others. Mono. (NR) 60 min. 
VHS only, $29.95. Mystic Fire 
(800-292-9001). 


The Columbo Series 

1967-77. Peter Falk; dir. various. Includes 
Murder by the Book directed by Stephen 
Spielberg and pilot episode Prescription 
Murder. Mono. (NR) 73-76 min each tape, 
pilot 99 min. VHS $14.98 each tape. MCA/ 
Universal. 


Pathways 

1994. Dir. Thomas Walters. Highly ac- 
claimed excercise video for people with 
limited mobility, including those with MS, 





arthritis, seniors and the overweight. Mono. 
(NR) 48 min. VHS only, $29.50. Mo- 
bilityLimited (800-366-6038). 


Surviving Your Parents Divorce: 

It’s Never Easy 

1993. Dir. Matt Clark. With the majority of 
marriages ending in divorce, this much- 
needed how-to tape teaches techniques for 
coping with feelings, communication prob- 
lems and financial woes. Mono. (NR) 35 
min. VHS only, $79.95. Cambridge Educa- 
tional (800-468-4227). 


The World’s Greatest Animation 

1994. Includes animation cells, career bios 
and audio commentary by animation ex- 
perts. Stereo. (NR) 105 min. CAV LD 
$99.95. Criterion. 


Ranma 1/2 The Movie 2: Nihao My Concubine 
1994. Dir. Rumiko Takahashi. Sort of a Ja- 
panese-animation, martial-arts, sex-comedy 
version of Gilligan's Island. Mono, dubbed. 
(NR) 60 min. VHS only, $34.95. Central 
Park Media. 


DRAMA 


Dersu Uzala 

1975. Maxim Munzak, Yuri Solomon; dir. 
Akira Kurosawa. Wonderfully humanist 
film based on the writings of Vladimir 
Arsenyev. Academy Award-winner — Best 
Foreign Film. Stereo. (NR) 140 min. VHS 
letterboxed only, $39.95. Kino. 


continued from page 26 


id-fire stylistics of modern video edit- 
ing—used appropriately, quick cuts and 
graphics are effective and dramatic. 
However, what works for a high-energy 
music video may not work as well for a 
special-event, travel or training video. 
Like your English teacher told you, a 
story should always have a beginning, a 
middle, a climax and an end—and that 
holds as true for video editing as it does 
for books. Weddings and other special 
events are fairly easy stories to tell, since 
they follow a set pattern. But what do 
you do when you're editing, say, vaca- 
tion footage into a travelogue? This re- 


quires a decision on your part about’ 


what story your video is trying to tell. 

If the vacation was a trip to a specific 
landmark, your story might begin with 
the family leaving home. The middle 
would be the trip itself, with all its plea- 
sures, mishaps and incidental details like 
other landmarks you saw on the way. 
The climax is the footage you shot once 
you reached the landmark you had set 
out for, and the end is a brief recounting 
of the trip home. 

This “controlled chronology,” every- 
thing focusing on a specific goal, has 
been knocking ‘em dead since the days 
of Homer, and can work just as well for 
you. a 
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ACTORY 


Div.of 





INFORMATION 
(212) 564-4398 


PALS 








PV-1Q604. 
PV-54.. 


& 


. 10001 


24 HR 


(212) 564-4399 (212) 643-9727 


HOME THEATER HEADQUARTERS, FOR LOW PRICE CALL (212) 564-4398 


Ke 
THE SMARTER IMAGE ey 


35 W. 35TH ST. NEW YOR 





E-700.. 99 
L2W/LENS.2299 


ALL CANON 
ACCESSORIES 
IN STOCK 
CALL FOR PRICE 


PV-4451.. 
PV-4461 
PV-4462 







CAMCORDERS 
w PRO-883HB 799 


Baers 
CONTRACTS 
50% 
OFF! 


ve 
SLV-420... 

SLV-720HF. 
SLV-750HF. 
9 SLV-770HF. 
8 SLV-S20HE. 
SLV-R1000. 
BETA VCR'S 

8MM 


5 
EVS-2000. 


EWA-MA RINE, 


UW HOUSING 


CAMCORDERS Me 
VMH-39A. 999 Xv-T33 


VMH-38A. 
VME-53 
VME-55 


VTF-370. 
VTF-372 
VTF-482 
VTF-551 


VTS-772A. 


PV-M429. 

PV-M1324. 
PV-M2024. 
PV-M2044. 


Cv20S...... 

shee a 
ULB.....18.95 

AP-200W PAN/TILT. 139 MIXER... 


APT-1000. 


8-918.....CALL 
WIDE LENS. 19 


MAXELL - TDK 
SONY - -FUJI 


Hi-8 MP 120.. 
Hi-8 ME 60. 
Hi-8 ME 12 


8.19 JX-SV55 
10,29 JX- aoe 


MAXELL BROADCAST 4X-S70 


DON'T END UP 
IKE THIS MAN! 
IVE US A CALL! 


1 
TDK. SAX109.....2.19 
TDK MAX90. 
TDK MAX100. 
OTHERS... 


2.59 





BOPUM N0-PY 









PANASONIC 
AG-455...1419 


TOKINA - RAYNOX 
VIVITAR - KENKO 


| 
W320 ren 108 
MARK-2......125 


t M-938...179 


GALL AC ADAPTOR 


+169 
CooL Lux ; 





CCKH 





THUMBS UP. 
EQUALIZER... 


EUROPE - ASIA 194 
AFRICA - MID EAST 
'S.AMERICA - AUST. 

2.5 IDE 214 MEG.CALL 
3.5 IDE...2.0000 IN STOCK 
ACC. BOARDS....CALL 


TRANSFER 
$10 PER HR. 


2. 329 
HARD DRIVES 
2.5 IDE 128 MEG....269 WMD6-C. 


[_eareiies | [wEoLenses] [ PRO-viDEO ][ AUDIO | 


LENMAR...29, 00 


PIONEER. 
JVC... 


LOW 


IN STOCK 


RECEIVERS 
CDPLAYERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 
SPEAKERS 
LASER DISC 
KARAOKE 


UP TO 50% OFF 







Da22.CALL D828..CALL 
JVC & AIWA..CALL 
AIWA DAT 
IN STOCK! 







“WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR COMPETITION'S PRICE" 
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We are > Authorized Sony USAE $s 


‘Genesis 
ooo supplied by cI CAM ERA., 


1-800-375-9977 









OD 
ys 






$799” IN STOCK 


5 YR WARRANTY 


£x ear SIE ed 


VL-L72U ; 
VL-HL100U.. . F Full Size VHS VHS-C 
PV-S770 944.99 PV-IQ503 .. 629.99 
VL-L40 } PV-910...... CALL PV-IQ403 .. 639.99 
PV-900...... CALL PV-IQ303 .. 529.99 
PV-810 .... 549.99 PV-IQ203 .. 614.99 
PV-800 .... 509.99 PV-803 .... 969.99 
PV-760 .... 779.99 WeWPy. 64.... CALL ; 
"849.99 PV- 1Q604.. 


ee ai PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL 
CC-190 ... CALL ° 

CC-188 . .. CALL 

CC-178 ... CALL 

CC-174 ... CALL 

PRO 930 .. CALL 

PRO 883 . . CALL 

PRO 840 . . CALL 


IRIN, 


~~ 


} | oe a PRO 830... CALL PROFESSIONAL #VWCRS&EDITORS W)-MX30.. 1799.99 
PRO 808... CALL CAMCORDERS AG-W1 CALL WJ-AVE7 .... CALL 
pe ee AG-460 ... 2269.99 AG-5700 .. 1249.99 WJ-AVES .. . 999.99 

.. 1439.99 AG-1970 .. 1194.99 WJ-AVE3 . . . 319.99 


. . 879.99 AG-1740 ... 319.99 WJ-TTL5S ... 204.99 
699.99 AG-1260 ... 239.99 AG-A96.... 339.99 
189.99 WJ-MX50. . 3789.99 CT-1383Y .. 239.99 


5 JjIVe 
GR-SZ7 GR-AX75U 





ACCESSORIES 





© 570,000 Pixels © STABILIZER L 
p= aye re We Stock a Full Selection OF: 
= Video Lights @ Batteries 
= Video Editors & Titlers 
| et m Tele, Wide, & Lens Filter Kits 
5 ny = Video Tripods @ Carry Cases 
: ihe GR-M5 
# pia i GR-M7. | ee i COMPANY POLICY: Ti ae 0 WOR XS Ps RT WO HF SO TSE Da SE FCA 
- «++ 569.99 GR-AW1.,.... 869. Senter meetin PED CM FOX PSN CHES MSE ALOT «WES UM THEO DU CA TL EO SPN 
GR-SZ1 CALL ge i. WERCHANDISE 1S BRAND NEW. EXCHANGES FOR REFUND BSS DIES oh TEsOOUNG WT 7 DAYS ONLY IF RETURNED IN ORIGINAL 
GRE. T -” Sprit ener ck tek tie or eres arts tae nee ea nev aeen 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-879-9438 
Circle 39 on Reader Service Card. 


VN-550 NEW WN- 160 S a 
© COLOR VIEWFINDER ¢ Hi BAND SMM SS & 
@ Hi FI STEREO © HI FI STEREO S e 
© STABILITER © STABILITER Ss a 
; - is i 
el OI 

: 25% 25% Se 

619.95 VN-350 729.95 : OFF OFF ' |! 


814 W. LANCASTER AVE, 
Bryn) Mawr; PENNSYLVANIA 19010 
Val Gudea As OITA ead 















: _ IN 15 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


R-17¢ 


© COLOR VIEWFINDER 
@ HI FI STEREO 
© STABILITER 


Te) 
SATISFACTION GUARAVIEED 


-_@ STABILITER 











NEW L-2.... 
ES-1000 Hi8 . CALL 
FS-500 ..... CALL 





UC-S2 HI8 .. 
UC-S1.. 





E-700 
E-520 
E-350 
E-250 







R-18H 


e HI BAND SMM 
@ Hi FI STEREO 





$789" IN STOCK 


6 YR WARRANTY 


8-778 


e HI BAND SMM 
© HI FI STEREO 
@ STABILITER 


CC-570 


© PALMSIZE VHS-C 
© 10X1 Z00M LENA 
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WE ARE 
YOUR VIDEO 1 
HEADOWARTERS Maze GUa Mm Ol a. ww & 


MEADTOWN SHOPPING CENTER # RTE 23 ¢ KINNELON NJ 07405 


RETAIL STORE CUSTOMER SERVICE 


201-838-3444 || 1-800-233-4010 
Mon - Fri 9-9 Sat 9-6 EST|| Mon - Fri 9-5 EST 





FACTORY AUTHORIZED FOR: ADS * ADVENT * AR « AIWA * AKG * ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY * AUDIO SOURCE * BAZOOKA * 
BBE * B&O * B&W * BELTRONICS * CANON * CARVER * CERWIN VEGA * DENON * FOSGATE HAFLER * HITACHI 
* HIFONICS * HUGHES « INFINITY *JBL eJVC * KENWOOD * LUXMAN * MINOLTA » M&K * MONITOR 
AUDIO * MONSTER CABLE * NAD © NILES * ORION * PANASONIC * PHASE LINEAR 
* PHILIPS « PINNACLE * PS AUDIO * ROCK SOLID * SENNHEISER 
¢ SHARPVISION * SHERWOOD * SIMA * SOUNDCRAFTSMAN 
¢ SONY * SOUNDSTREAM ¢ SSI * TECHNICS 
* TERK ® THORENS * TRIAD AND MORE! 













ram AE; pun 


wiaelteleP 
mn, 1 1% Golor 








ead 
a eae, 1X0 
RCH 





06U 
vPe " 
wicable DOs ; 


Factory authorized for all brands we sell * Not responsible for typographical errors » No refunds on video o' 
subject to a restockingfee « Items must be in original condition and packaging * Shipping and handling are not refundable # No tax on out of state purchases » Non-commissioned salesman « Next day and second day delivery available. 
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car stereo products 10 Day defective exchange from date of receipt + All returnsmust be made within 10 days of receipt of merchandise & are 


Circle 40 on Reader Service Card. 











Most Orders At Your Door by 3 Business Days Nationwide! 


Ad Prices Effective Through September 10* 


sy. 


's : 
(No P.O. Box) and Telephone Number 


No Delay with 


vey fottre T= 800-222-1557 ( 








OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 





MON-SAT: 


6am-6pm ¢ SUN: 8am-5pm ie 


Mail Order Division Hours Only. Pacific Standard Time 


ALL EQUIPMENT IS BRAND NEW & FULLY GUARANTEED 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm (PST) 


503) 227-6008 


FAX: (503)222-7070 











Canon 
Al Digital 


{JVC crsz7 








* VIDEO CAMCORDERS * - VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDERS 

* DISCMAN * BOOKSHELF Hi-Fi STEREO COMPONENT 
SYSTEMS » WALKMAN * TELEPHONES « CD CASSETTE 
RECORDERS * RADIOS « MY FIRST SONY * 
MINI DISC PLAYERS » 
|| WATCHMAN PORTABLE TVS ¢ HOME THEATRE 
i} STEREO COMPONENTS 


Authorized Dealer 


VHS CAMCORDERS 
VL-L490 12x Zoom 
VL-L64U* 12x, Remote 
VL-L94U* 12x, CLVF 

*Comes with Sharp soft case 
WCAM 


¢ VL-H400... New! Hi-8, Hi-Fi 
° VL-E40. ”" Monitor 
 VL-E30. " Monitor 


VM-E56A 
CAMCORDERS 
VM-ES3A 16x Zoom 
VM-ES5A RATED #1! 
VM-ES6A, E58A 16x, E.1.S. 
VM-H38A Hi-Band 
VM-H39A Hi-Band 
VM-H57A Hi-Band 
VM-H59A Hi8, EIS, CLVF, 24x 
VM-H71A _—Hi8, Wtherproof 
VM-2700A New! 12x 
VM-3700A 24x, Color View. 
VM-S8200A Super VHS 
VIDEO RECORDERS 

VT-M181 2 Head 
VT-M281 4 Head, VCR+ 
VT-M284 4 Head, VCR + 
VT-F380 4 Head, Hi-Fi 
VT-F382. = 4 Hd, Hi-Fi, VCR+ 
VT-S772__—_ S-VHS, VCR+, Jog 





WORLD BAND RADIOS « 





AUTHORIZED CANON DEALER 





NATION’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT CANON VIDEO DEALER! 
4 YEARS RUNNING! © 1990 » 1991+1992+1993 


* 8MM VIDEO CAMCORDERS * POINT & SHOOT 


AUTOFOCUS 35MM CAMERAS « SLR 35MM 
CAMERAS ° FLASHES * LENSES ° STILL VIDEO 
STILL VIDEO PRINTERS, SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 


CLD-503 Auto Reverse New! 
CLD-D703 Digital Still New! 
LABLE 


ee ty) 
Authorized Dealer 
8mm CAMCORDERS 


Pro 809 New! 8x Zoom 
Pro 843 12x Zoom 
Pro 845 New! Color View. 
VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
cC-190 20x Zm Plus, EIS 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
CC-413 New! 12x zm, FEH 
CC-547 New! 24x, Cir View 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
VR-327 New! 2 Head 
VR-503 New! 4 Head 
VR-538 — New! 4 Hd. VCR+ 
VR-603HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
VR-610HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
VR-674HF New! Front AV 
VR-721HF New! Super-VHS 





Authorized Dealer 
VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
VM-549 E.L.S, Color View 
Same as PV-10604 
vM-545__‘ Color Viewfinder 
Same as PV-10404 

Ugit & Case 


CALL. FOR MORE VIDEO PRODUCTS! 





SMM CAMCORDERS 
ES70 12x zoom, New 
ES-500 New! 12x, CLVF 
ES-1000 New! Stabilizer 


A1 Digital CALL 


HI-8 Video 
ES1000 Camcorder 


* High resolution color viewfinder * 
Optical image stabilizer + 12x zoom 
* Hi-fi stereo Built-in video light 





Authorized 
JVC Dealer, 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX25 10x Zoom 
GR-AX37New! muiti-Brnd Rmt 
GR-AX70U* 12x, Color View 
GR-AX75* Dig. Image Stbl, 
GR-SZ1" Super-VHS 
GR-S7U* Top of The Line! 

*Comes with JVC case 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
HR-J210 New! 
HR-J410 New! 
HR-J610 New! 
HR-VP412 4 Head « VCR+ 
HR-VP612 Hi-Fi *Jog Shutt. 
HR-VP618 New! 
HR-VP606 VCRt++ 
HR-VP710 New! 


SUPER VHS VCRs 
HR-S4900 Delux Pix & Sound 
HR-S6900 Flying Erase Hd. 

VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
IX-S 100 AV Selector 
JX-S 300 AV Selector 
JX-S 700 AV Selector 
IX-S V55 Editor 
JX-T88 Titler 


AUDIO COMPONENTS 
FULL SELECTION IN STOCK! 








CALL FOR 
MODELS AND 
PRICES 


3” to 41” 
Color Televisions 
Televisions 


Wide Aspect 
Ratio TVs 


TV / VCR Combos 





WM-EX102_ WM-FX407 
WM-EX302 WM-FX41 
WM-FX103 WM-FX52_ WM-SXF10 
WM-FX303 WM-FS393 WM-SXF44 
WM-FX403 WM-FS395 WM-SXF39 


CITIZEN 


LCD COLOR SCREENS 


M329 Mark Il Call 
M938, T740 Call 
AC Adapter Call 
TV Tuner Call 


Canon 
STILL VIDEO CAMERAS 
CALL FOR MODELS & PRICES 





D-121 
0-131 
D-133 


D-231 D-826 

D-232 D-828K 

0-132CK D-421SP 
3 





ICF-SW15_ ICF-SW33 
ICF- a ICF-SW10 
W: 


ICF-SW55 
ICF-2010 
CF. 


CFD-30 CFD-758 
CFD-600 CFD-970 


CFD-768 
CFD-510 


IT-A3000 IT-A505 
IT-A2500 IT-A205 


'T-ASSS 


CALL FOR MORE SONY PRODUCTS! 


PHOTO/AUDIO CD PLAYER 
W/Kodak 3-Year Warranty 
PCD-5850 
PCD-M50 
Mailer 


Call 
Portable 
Call 


For Video Tripods see “Photo 
Accessories - Tripods” on next page.| 


SUNPAK 


VIDEO LIGHTS 


Auto CV-300 
CZ-200 Auto Call 
Readylite 10 49.85 
Readylite 20 49.85 
Auto Pan Head Call 














99.85 





Smm-VHS DUAL DECK VCR 
& VHS-VHS DUAL DECK VCR 
For Easy Editing & Copying! 


#56000 


pom to respond to 
changing light conditions 


CALL FOR MORE VIDEO ACCESSORIES! 








ITD-250 IT-BS 
'TD-150 IT-B3 
ITA-100 


SPP- 170 SPP- ER1 


‘@ VIDEONICS 


With 2-year warranty 
Digital Mixer (MX-1) 
TM2000 Titler New! 
Direct ED PLUS 
Video Equalizer 
Thumbs Up Editor 
Sound Effects Mixer 


CALL FOR BEST PRICES! 


FUJII 


VIDEO PROJECTORS 
P401U Video Projector 
P701U Video Projector 


Prices are good for Mail Order orders only (subject to suppliers price changes). Shipping and handling are extra. Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization only (call Customer Service for a Return 
Authorization Number). Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% if box has been opened. All returned merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging 


and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. Some items are one per customer. All orders are subject to verification and acceptance. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 
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s00- 1 iS) ‘ FREE 
I -B3O0O0-S7 1 -3433 ise 


HOURS: MON., TUES, WED. 10AM-8PM/THURS. 10-9/FRI., SAT. & SUN. 10-7“ Ppyy' 
877 POST ROAD EAST, WESTPORT, CT 06880 

















































INDUSTRIAL CORNER 











































SONY CAMCORDER RIOT! oe 
| Weg 20K1 Dan room M6 see SS, 
Saas | IMAGE STABILIZER . EIS "STEADY SHOT" 12X.2 SPEED ZOOMLENS © CAMCORDER 
= 0 LUX LOW LIGHT 1 LUX LOW LIGHT. TAL ZO - 
RUSTERE =) COLOR VIEWFINDER HIGH SPEED SHUTTER aITAL Sr FECT 
= & wi 
2 LUX LOW LIGHT ; 
COLOR VIEWFINDER : SOURCE POR VCR EDITING px 
: 
: 
' _ PV-$64 12X1 DIGITAL EIS 
: = SUPER VHS-C 
mt 15X1 ZOOM EIS "STEADY SHor” 
STABILIZER | IMAGE STABILIZER : 
Hi-f] STEREO 3 0.5 LUX LOW LIGHT ) DIGITAL FADE 
W LIGHT Hi-Fl STEREO 
COLOR VIEWFINDER q : 
DIGITAL EIS | 





on 


PVIQ604 20X1 ZOOM VHS-C { Se 
W/COLOR VIEWFINDER 
| LUX LOW LIGHT 


TR-101 HI-8 Low. 
WIRELESS REMOTE 


10X ZOOM 





2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
HI-Fl STEREO 
STEADY SHOT 
REMOTE 


TR-91 BMM 
10X ZOOM 

1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
HI-Fi STEREO 
Bi TEBE 
270 DEGREE ANGLE 





IMAGE STABILIZER 
ON SCREEN LCD MENU 5 YEAR 148 
BUILT-IN SPEAKER 3 YEAR 


Ten 8MM 
VIEWCAM W/3" 


COLOR LCD SCREEN “ 
270 DEGREE ANGLE 





RECORDING AE PROGRAM 1 LUX LOW LIGH 
ON SCREEN LCD MENU + LUX LOW LIGHT PA tl 
BUILTIN SPEAKER FLYING ERASE HEAD RGU CEGIC TION 





WIRELESS REMOTE & REMOTE CONTROL 


VLH400U, VLE4OU, VLE3SU. 


"7 MASTER 8- 378 : 
16X ve. ZOOM | 





sss SRR 

GRAX- $7U SUPER 

VHS-C 22X ZOOM 

1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
1 STEREO 







IMAGE STABILIZER 
1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
WIRELESS REMOTE 








HI-FI ce 
IMAGE STABILIZER es 
COLOR VIEWFINDER ee 
ee MASTER 8-7 | Pescara eon 
GRAX- 37 VHS-C 16X TOT a 20 ee ES @ ©) 
12X ZOOM Siig : 
1 LUX LOW LIGHT IMAGE STABILIZER ee aa Se 
16X9 WIDE SCREEN 1 LUX LOW LIGHT i It : 
PROGRAM EXPOSURS WIRELESS REMOTE | 28" COLOR SCREEN. 
+ & FOLDABLE HOOD 
—vn60 Hd 
JVC VIDEO ACCESSORIE: sine nip 
Tes ence maver | Saibebo 
| Fr™ axsv55 VIDED ‘X88 VIDED 2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
EDITOR TILER COLOR VIEWFINDER 





VN750 HI-8 
10X ZOOM 
2 LUX LOW LIGHT Fa 
HI-FI STEREO 
STEADY SHOT 
REMOTE 
VN350 BMM 
12X ZOO 
LUX LOW LIGHT ‘ 
HI-FI STEREO Aes, 
REMOTE WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF SLR CAMERAS 


& POINT AND SHOOT CAMERAS AT 
UNBELEIVEABLY LOW PRICE. 


eC E8CSCOCCERBRES BS EOSCEDDSSBESEEEDEESISEOSEGEESESESSESIDSBBEEEEDSE SHEL SS ESLEGE ISTE EERE EBETSS TBE EE PEERED SEES EBELEEE EE SE SRELEEE SESE BELLE SEBEL REEL ERTEELERE SSUES IE IGEEEL ELSE SESS BLEDEL SESE E ELLE ESSE DERG EELE.DERE RESELL EDEL NEES BIEL SELES ELSIE SERRE 











RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 7 DAYS AFTER PRIOR AUTHORWATION. ALL RETURNED MERCHANDISE MUST BE IN ORIGINAL NEW CONDITION AND INCLUDE BLANK WARRANTY CARDS. RETURNS ARE SUBJECT 
TO A 5% RE-STOCKING FEE. SHIPPING & HANDLING NON-REFUNABLE . WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANITITIES. USA WARRANTIES MAY BE ADDITIONAL. THIS AD IS VALID FOR THE MONTH ISSUED. NO RESPONSIBLE 
FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. ALLOW 2 TO 4 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS OR SPECIAL ORDERS. 
98 VIDEO SEPTEMBER 1994 Circle 42 on Reader Service Card. 





“SHOPPING WITH US ([S AS PLEASANT AS A W ALK IN THE PARK“ 















































































































































































































































































































































TO Dia TOLL FREE CALL: fe 
<= || BUSINESS HOURS | or r . A° 2 ) jin 
Lu Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 8:00pm | : ; 
i Friday 9:30am to 6:30pm 
Zi Sendo pha “00 — INQUIRIES ON PLACED ORDERS LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
S Sep sent 91-1844 718-891-1878 
= Coma) [ool 
x CAMERA & VIDEO INC WE SHIP WORLDWIDE! OVERNIGHT SHIPPING AVAILABLE! = 
“S es 
PROFESSIONAL 
ic PanaSOnic _iousmain = 
= a, cel pe gina ag ae VHS-C ; ae x 4 
4 CAMCORDERS ; 43. . 455... 919.99 
r : —_ Zz .CAl 
Ww | “CALL 
z rd O 
Wn COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION CCD-TR101.... aie 5 , \ f Veg 619: 99 a VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZER ba) 
CCD-TRS500 .... .. 1049: ; in i .. 679.99 
Cc ; : 829.99 ~ 
= 524.99 ft 
Tc - «+ 569,99 =z 
8 CCD-FX530 « TRIOO CALL ay as = 
Ww care OPTICAL ta CCD-FX630 . ‘689. HL-BMM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, fo Olek ++ 599.99 D 
=> STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER + CCD-SC5. ++ 569. IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE S< 
— S 
> = 
a — 
4 SR-S360 Si VHS VCR. = 
er 
id ran Sa76u Super Wis Vv = 
| 
r) 
Reader Service Card ~z 
AT 
Name Name ra 
(pf@ase print) (please print) ba a) 
Address Address = SS 
City — State____Zip City_ =. ae 3] | 
Telephone Number (with Area Code). Telephone Number (with Area Code) = = = 
1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 1. What size is your primary viewing TV? ae 
20°-25" A 27"-25" B 25"-27" C 35+ OD 20°-25" ALJ 27°25" BL) 25"-27" CL) 35% OD P= 
2. Approximately how many hours per - do you watch TV? 2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? tr | 
0-2 E 3-5 6-10 6 0-2 E 3-5 F 6-10 6L) a] | 
3. How far in advance do you plan your = viewi ng? 3. How far in advance do you plan your TV a 2 D 
Thou HC) 1 day 11] 1 week No Planning K Thor HO) 1 day 11) T week No Planning KC) > 
| 4, Do you tape" — = ees (ie. soap operas, mini-series)? 4. Do you tape " — progenning (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? D 
| Yes LO) Yes LO ~“ 
| 5. Which sources toy ou use fo plan TV rare 5. Which sources Pe ou use fo plan TV — Oo | 
Daily News —— er NL) Cable Guide 0 leekly Newspaper Insert P Daily Newspa aoe Cable Guide 0 eekly Newspaper Insert P_] 27 | 
TV Guide Other RO WV Guide Other R — 
6. ¥: vege proprens do you ime per week? 6. = aap pees do you tape per week? La) 
| 5.7 T 7+ U 57 1 7+ wn 
EF. r aie your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? 7. r Lee your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? hata 
| Yes VO No Wo Yes VC] No WI tty 
| 8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC) No Y 8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC) No YO) es) 
| NU | 
| Please circle product numbers to receive desired information Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 9 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 > 30 ee 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1-1. 22 ee io | 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29, 30 H ad 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 (@) 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 | | 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 74 72 73 74 75 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 ‘iri 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 82 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 g m | 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 L | 
106 107 108 109 #110 141 #112 #113 114 «+115 116 117 118 179 120 106 107 108 109 110 141 112 113 114 #115 #116 117 #118 #119 «120 9 Mm 
121 122 123 124 #125 #126 #127 #128 #129 #130 131 132 133 134 135 121 1220 123) «124 «©4125 «126 «127 «#128 #129 130 131 132 133 134 135 os | 
136 137 138 139 140 141 #142 143 144 145 146 147 #148 149 150 136 137° 138 «#4139 140 144 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 L 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 9 
166 167 168 169 170 171 #172 #173 «174 «175 #176 #177 «#178 «#+(179 «180 166 167 168 169 170 174 #172 #173 #174 #175 #176 #177 «#178 «179 «#180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 a 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 12/19/94. RS994 Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 12/19/94. RS994 











1-8300-US1-VIDEO — Free 
I -3O00-S7 1 -B433 oo 


HOURS: MON., TUES. WED. 10AM-8PM/THURS. 10-9/FRI., SAT. & SUN. 10-7“ Py 


eS ES 




























STABILIZER 
HI-FI STEREO 


2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 


STABILIZER 

HI-FI STEREO 

LOW LIGHT 

COLOR VIEWFINDER 
DIGITAL EIS 


2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
Hi-Fi STEREO 
STEADY SHOT 
REMOTE 





1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
Hi-Fi STEREO 
IMAGE STABILIZER 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 








8 
@ 

s- 
So 
~ + 
2 
<5 
oF 
=O 
s 


877 POST ROAD EAST, WESTPORT, CT 06880 
SONY CAMCORDER RIOT! | purey 


TR-700 HI-8 
10X ZOOM 


ae 









AG-455 S-VHS| 
PROFESSIONAL 
12X.2 SPEED ZOOM LENS CAMCORDER 
LOOM 


PV-43 20X1 DIGITAL ZOOM 
VHS-C CAMCORDER 
EIS "STEADY SHOT" i 


= 1 LUX LOW LIGHT. 
» HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 





12X1 ZOOM 

IMAGE STABILIZER 
O LUX LOW LIGHT 
COLOR VIEWFINDER 







'V-S64 12X1 DIGITAL EIS 
UPER VHS-C 





15X1 ZOOM Is " 
IMAGE STABILIZER LUX LOW LIGHT 
0.5 LUX LOW LIGHT » DIGITAL FADE 

Hi-Fl STEREO : 





| pvin6o4 20x1 zoom vis-c {ae 
© W/COLOR VIEWFINDER 

| 1 LUX LOW LIGHT 

| DIGTIAL EIS 

| WIRELESS REMOTE 


270 DEGREE ANGLE 
IMAGE STABILIZER 
® ON SCREEN LCD MENU 
& QUINT IN CDEAVED | 








O10) 
O101l 


O9VO-ZLLOL AN “440A MON 


Tome W Rata | fa | (il fd ete ee aa Rec @ fehl 4 a 








s7 INDUSTRIAL CORNER 














| 


-S3000 
1239.99 


Hi-Sha VR, 

Hl AIDELATY STEREO 
EV-C2t CALL 
EV-AS 34.99 
EV-C100 39.99 
EV-S200 9.99 
EV-S700 CALL 
GV-S5i 19.99 
CVD-500 V Deck.....629.99 
CVD-1000 V Deck 1389.99 

PLEASE CALL FOR 
OTHER SONY PRODUCTS 


ACCESSORIES 
 ViDEONICS 


CG@NON NIKON MINOLTG@ PENTAX VIVITGR TOKING SONY JVC PANGSONIC SHARP PIONEER 


Prices Vl nly through the corresponding Mogcina 


TRY 
STEREO HANDYCAM, OPTICAL IMAGE 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER 


CCD-TR30 
CCD-TR40 
CCD-TR61 
CCD-TR65 
CCD-TR70 
CCD-TR82. 
99 CCD-TR91 


-TRSOO 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION CCD-TR101 


CCD-TR500 . 
CCD-TR400 
CCD-TR700 
CCD-VX3 . 
CCD-FX420 
CCD-FX520 . 
CCD-FX620 
CCD-FX430 . 
99 CCD-FX530 . 
CCD-FX630 . 
CCD-SC5 . 





BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 8:00pm 
— 9:30am to 6:30pm 
losed Saturdays 
Sunday 10:00am to 7:00pm 

3126 Avenue 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 


FOR INQUIRIES ON PLACED ORDERS 
718-891-1844 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
718-891-1878 


PROFESSIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 


AG-460 

AG-455, 

AG-195 

AG-186 

AG-3. 

AG-PP800 3 Chip Supercam .... 


VCRS 


Panasonic 


CCD-TRIOL 


10X1 ZOOM, Hl8MM, MAGE STABILIZER, PALMSIZE AG-W1. 


AG-5700 
AG-1970 
AG-1290 . 
AG-1280 
WJ-MX50. 
WJ-MX30. 
WJ-AVE7. 
WJ-AVES. 
WJ-TTLS . 
AG-A96 
CT-1383Y . 
CT-1384VY.. 


COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZER 


FULL SIZE VHS 


a 
HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE 


PROFESSIONAL 


SR-S360 Super VHS VC! 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR 


CALL FOR 
PRICE! 


VHS-C CAMCORDER, 12:1 ZOOM, 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, 1 LUX & MORE 
CC-550...__CALL 
€C-560....__CALL 


SLV-TIOHF 
$379. 


SLV-420.. 

SLV-620HF . 
SLV-720HF . 
SLV-770HF . 
SLV-920HF .. 
SLV-R1000 .. 


BETA 
SL-S600. 
SL-HF2000. 


Mogazine issue. All Merchandise is brand new. Te 


Ce i ae rea eaten doled vere cot oa 


489,99 VL-E35U 
99.99 VL-E40U 
89.99 VL-HL400U 


S BRAND) NEW 
CAMCORDERS 
GER, CABLES 


COCCODICS 


14 Day ‘MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


IF YOUR ARE NOT FULLY SAT 


JVC REM 
VveR's 


CALL FOR 
PRICE! ©, 


VHS-C CAMCORDER, 12:1 200M, 

1 LUX TITLER & MUCH MORE 
8-378... GALL 
BTTB neers GALL 


haat CALL SFIED 


PD- Fone. rds t 


PD-FS1 
LASER DISC 
CLD-D703 
ICLD-D503 
ICLD-M403 


PD-103. 

CASSETTE DECKS 
CT-WME2R . 279.99 
CT-W703RS. .209.99 
CT-W603RS. 169.99 
CT-W503R 149.99 BF 


WE CARRY PIONEER CT.W403R 


MICROPHONES! 


ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES 


SUNPAK JVC 


|UX-T66 Char, Generator...134.99 
|JX-T88 Char. Generator...219.99 
JX-S55 Video Editing 


WE CARRY A 
FULL LINE OF 
BOSE SPEAKERS 


Peas cw oaks x Pasa hes lr Shi hres Ay eds or exchanges rast be mate win 14 dys of rep ofa. lod ae sub 5% rsdn Shingo Handing fot no ren, Al 
‘ony, Sor Pet ort mol es See ae ee ere en as topes ety rune torate Coen 


ean he ita 


M-329 3 Inch Color Monitor in 


Remote Control Auto Pan Head 
PAL Available... 9.99 BS 


|AP1000.. 229,99} 


ye at ca wk a nmr cred dc oe eh 
rust be dean of any top, wring or muiainn. NO EXCEPTIONS, These are phone and mal order 


roduc var in cs. Quai ar ted. Timi quantities. Not 
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VE, 


EAPHE. te 


LOMUTE Ad VIDEO ir H 
SONY 


FEATURES: 
¢ 10:1 Zoom 
¢ Digital 

Superimpos 
¢ Stereo 


FEATURES: 
Color Viewer 

© 10:1 Zoom 

¢ RC Time Code 
Digital fader 
° Steady Shot 


FEATURES: 
¢ Steady Shot 

¢ Color VF 

¢ Hi-Fi Stereo 

¢ 10:1 Zoom 

¢ Lithium lon Battery 


FEATURES: 
¢ 12:1 Zoom 
© Steady-Shot 
e71 Lux 


FEATURES: 

© 10:1 Zoom 

e Built-in Wide 
Angle Lens 

© 4 Mode Prog. 

¢ Wireless Rem. 


| HITACHI 


¢ 3 CCD Chips 
¢ Hi-Fi Stereo 
© 10:1 Zoom 


SVHS-C 


FEATURES: FEATURES: 
© 100x Zoom 

¢ EIS Stabilizer 
¢ Color VF 

¢ Digital Effects 


¢ 570,000 Pixels 


e Color VF 
VMH-38A 


FEATURES: 
o1 Lux 
Color View 
° 24:1 Zoom 

© Stabilization 
¢ Hi-Fi Stereo 


FEATURES: 
Fully Auto 
© Animation 
¢ Titling 


«a 





SRS-360 S-VHS VCR 
BRS-378 S-VHS VCR..... 
TM-900 MONITOR......... 


~9148 

$1 

178 
88 





Our Sales People are the Most Knowledgeable in the Business 


C01 kg 


FEATURES: 
© 10:1 Zoom 
¢ Stereo 

¢ Color VF 


FEATURES: 
¢ 10:1 Zoom 
© Steady Shot 


¢ Color VF 


FEATURES: 
¢ 15:1 Zoom 
¢ RC Time Code 





FEATURES: 
° Steady Shot 
¢ Hi-Fi Stereo 
Color 

View Finder 

© Built in Light 
USC-3 

USC-2 


FEATURES: 
© 12:1 Zoom 

¢ Steady Shot 

¢ 410,000 Pixels 


FEATURES: 
¢ 16 Wipes 

¢ 8 Color Fade 
¢ S-VHS In-Out 


S-VHS_ CABLES.. 


159] MICROPHONES............ 


Pana 
INDUSTRIAL 


EATURES: 
12:1 Zoom 
Hi-Fi Stereo 


Shutter 


FEATURES: 


FEATURES: 
_.CALL|s Digital FX-PIP 
$888 je Audio Mixing 

le Wipes & Fades 


id 


FEATURES: | 

¢ 10:1 Zoom 

71 Lux 

e Flying Eraser 
Head 


FEATURES: 
¢ 4” LCD Disp 

© 8:1 Zoom 
¢ Digital Effects 


sanistt $100 Mfg. Rebate 
hee $150 Mfg. Rebate 


Return or exchange may be made within 7 days after prior authorization. All returned merchandise must be in original new condition and include blank warranty cards. Returns are sub- 
ject to a 5% re-stocking fee. Shipping & handling non-refundable. Underwater equipment non-refundable. We reserve the right to limit quantities. This ad valid for month of issue. Not 
repsonsible for typographical errors. For customer service please call (212) 397-6850 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm e.s.t. Allow 2 to 4 weeks for back orders, or special orders. 
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Circle 44 on Reader Service Card. 


Ban 
| VISA 
be] 


[: 













o 


We Accept All 
Major Credit Cards 


ioe! ICQAER 
a 


Open 7 DAYS Yam-9pm 
Overnight Delivery Available! 


sonic 


FEATURES: 
Full Size VH | 
| 





Auto Focus 
High Speed 
Shutter 








PV-800... 


FEATURES: 
© 12X Zoom 
¢ Color VF 
e SVHS-C 

© Digital EIS 


FEATURES: 
¢ Digital EIS 
e VHS-C 

1 Lux 

Auto Everything 


PV-10404 
PV-10304 


FEATURES: 
¢ Full Size 
¢ Super VHS 
¢ Digital Effects 





PVM-1321 
PVMP1923s2.1.5. ccswezee CALL | 


THEATER 





a e 
AV RECIEVERS, 
LASER DISC PLAYERS, 
CD PLAYERS, 
SPEAKERS BY: 
A.R. ¢ BOSE 
POLK AUDIO 
INFINITY ¢ DENON 
NILES ¢ VELODYNE 
STANDESIGN ¢ KEF 





a | |) ARE 


OF MAINE = 


CAMERAS & 
> ELECTRONICS 


+ 1957 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, 





x INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! 


+ ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


99 1829, 
PV-10504...679.99  PY-S972..... 
PV-10404...619.99  PV-362...... 
PANASONIC VHS VCRs 


VHS VCRs PY SAAB CALL PAE) nn 


SLV-R1000.794.99  SLV-720HF.349.99 

SLV-920HF.409.99  SLV-620HF.309.99 

SLV-770HF 379.99. SLV-420.....244.99 
8MM VCRs 


LX pony 
MDP-800...7 DP-600... 
MDP-750... bik " NOP 500.394 49 


LASER DISCS 
(LD-D703..729.99 CLD-M403..459.99 
CLD-D503..389.99 CLD-S303...389.99 
CLD-S201.... 289.99 
CLD-V840 KARAOKE . CALL 
CLD-V740 KARAOKE . 

NEW CLD-A100 LASER wae 


CDP-CX100 599.99 CDP-(446...... 
oP (910 ..269.99 COP (435 ..184.99 
COP-(74 a a 


WE CARRY PIONEER MICROPHONES! 
()) sf pe 
RECEIVERS 
SXD%. 1119.99 ASL DSI 2999 
99 VSX-453....219.99 


PSs. 
fa tl 


CASSETTE DECKS 


1(-615.....CALL TWR6355 180.9 
TK-511 239.99 TCWR545..159,99 | [9X20 
TCWR645S...CALL TCWR445..134.99 
TCWR345.. 109.99 
MINI COMPONENT 
SYSTEM 


CT-W703RS.209.99 C-W403R..129. 
fal CT-W603RS 169.99 CT-W103.....89.99 
COMPANY POLICY Thes : 

American Express, Din ay: Visa, iN ion, Discover, Carte Blanche, COD ons ia welcoi 
& handling ch ti rges. Al merchandise is bran ange or refund less si 
reserve the rig i to limit quantities. Not enn for typographical errors. 


0 Oo ET 


or mail in Bank, Cashiers or Certifi 
ie me ss 5% restockin 
ICES ARE VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE. Pr 





NY 11223 


CA. #0898874 


re PROTSSIONAL 
le i | 


ING, 12X 200M WITH HI Fl STEREO, 
LAMINATED AMORPHOUS HEAD 


ULTRA COMPACT WITH ELECTRONIC g 


IMAGE STABILIZATION 


@ HITACHI 
VCRs 


NIKON, FUJI, YASHICA 


CAMCORDERS 


ALL AVAILABLE! 


re — and mail order prices only. Prices are not vi in the wel sa os wish to fe to the zr please « 


fee wintin 7 days on 


COVA AM aR ac Ui open conpayer 











Ask about 
OVERNIGHT 
DELIVERY 





d Checks. 


returned i 


54999 i) 
Git || BM, COMPAQ TOSHIBA AST, TELAS 


HRVP710...-CALL HR-4I 
HRPSIB 
jvc 
PROFESSIONAL 


U MONITOR... 
Ht HH SU MONITOR. 
JVC RECEIVERS 
ETE, 


RY-B15VIN...344.99 RX-51SVIN...204.99 
gene Pil RY-315VIN ..139.99 


HAL CL ernest 
RX: sos oa 


JVG ‘cD PLAYERS 


XLMC100......(ALL XL-V267IN..114.99 
XL-MSO9TN.219.99 XL-VI6TIN....99.99 
XL-M415TN.169.99. XL-GMBOOTN ..CALL 
XL-F2ITTN..164.99. XM-D Ininios...CALL 
JVC CASSETTE DECKS 


9 
TD-W709TN i 99 TD-W215IN IN T1499 UC 


TD-W309TN 144.99. XD-25071N 
Jvc 
MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 


LENMAR NOMEN 
BATTERIES IN STOCK 


Il ghead to check in 





Circle 45 on Reader Service Card. 


shi T300- 400-9 5 9:30am 9.9379 
S eee 10 W PRICES a EXCELLEN T SERVICE ae TEED! oNcrevrr CARDS! 


ALL INCLUDE MITSUBISHI USA WARRANTY! 
HS-U69......094.99 HS-US6P....369.99 








10:00AM to 7:00PM EST 
MON/THURS 9:30-8:30" 
FRIDAY 9:30-7:00" 


SUNDAY 10:00”"-7:00" 
SATURDAY CLOSED 


PRICES VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE TOU FR 


1-718-645-1818 


FAX NUMBER 
1-718-382-8596 


For - uiries on orders Nap say meter and 


Wt 
CALL ED AT EXT i Vt 


IRECT ED Pus 


fd ics Libraries ... 


INSTRUMENTS, HEWLETT PACKARD, FOR 
EPSON, SHARP, AMS, HYANDAI, 
TWINHEAD, NEC AND MUCH MORE! 


6499 ED/it 3X 13999 
11999 FXED LL 


VCR’S 


3" COLOR 
9 | MONITOR 
M-32' 





HI-BMM, Color Viewfinder, 0} Sc Image 
Stabilization, 12X Zoom & Much More 


fi}| |TELEPHOTO & WIDE 
ANGLE LENS SET 
Cill| (FOR ANY CAMCORDER 
Th SHARP OPTICS 
HI RESOLUTION 


REGULAR $149.99... 999.99 
WITH A CAMCORDER PURCHASE 


WE CARRY BATTERIES & CAR 
CORDS FOR ALL CAMCORDERS!!! 


SATISFACTION : 
GUARANTEED ; 


WITHIN 7 DAYS OR . 
MONEY BACK!. 





en pola 
r Persona ( ecks an ey ye Or ripen allow at least 4 weel " 


in origing| mint condition fon, packin 
of Ms jn carry freciond "eon jess state 


ALL CAMCORDERS 

=7a) |COMPLETE AND FACTORY 

PACKED WITH BATTERY, 

CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 
CORDS, ETC. 

fom he dase Feet i a tig 


led warranty cords. NO E on yanitis limited. We 
oth erwise. USA Pri to ucts vary in cost. Call to ree 


lity and get the ni 


Da Mee ee EET ENE ERT V0 EE ED EEG ER TESTES OP ee SE 


pers and u 




















‘LETS GET SMALL 


continued from page 49 


This would be a good setup if your 
couch is on the back wall—a poor but 
often necessary location in a cubicle. 
You won’t get much slap echo off the 
back wall if your head is right there, 
which is good, though you can count on 
heavy, humpy bass response. For quality 
versus quantity in the bass, an equalizer 
might be your only choice. 


PADDED CELL 

Besides a rug or carpeting, which is 
always a good idea, acoustic treatment 
can be challenging. Following THX log- 
ic, ceiling reflections harm imaging and 
timbre and create a need for controlled- 
directivity speakers or ceiling treatment. 
Other experts (they just don’t agree) say 
the ceiling is far enough away to be in- 
significant, and sidewall reflections mat- 
ter most. Suspended ceilings are more 
forgiving than hard, reflective ones. 

Moving or aiming your side speakers 
inward can reduce troublesome sidewall 
reflections, but acoustic treatment may 
be necessary. Heavy drapes are helpful 
over windows —or even walls. You may 
prefer some kind of decorative wall 
hanging to professional acoustic panels. 
If you plaster up wedgy hunks of foam, 





VIDEO TRADER 
For Pre-Owned Video 


CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS 


WANTED: JVC GFS-1000, GXS-700 cameras 
with/without studio monitors, excellent condition 
only. Contact Brad (905) 668-2731. Fax (905) 
668-3473. 7-9/4 


FOR SALE: Sony EVS-900, $1,595; Sony 
EVO-9100, $1,849 with 6 NP-77H batteries and 
charger; Panasonic AG-6400 hi-fi VHS porta- 
ble VCR, $599; Amiga 500, $495; SL-HF400 
Super Beta hi-fi VCR, $250. Or best offer. Alll in 
mint condition, not used in three years. Call Steve 
Staples (305) 531-7775. 7-9/4 


WANTED: JVC S-100U color camera. J. 
McGinn, 965 40th Ave NE, #609, Columbia 
Heights, MN 55421. (612) 789-1126, leave mes- 
sage. 7-9/4 


FOR SALE: JVC BY110 broadcast video cam- 
era, JVC BR1600 VHS recorder, color moni- 
tor, plus accessories. For portable and studio, 
$2,500. (418) 836-3237. 5-5/7 











MOVIES & TV 


OFFERED: Cool video. Laser! Toons! New and 
old! Movies and TV and other neat stuff. $2.50. Vid- 
eomania, Box 47, Princeton, WI 54968-0047. 7-9/4 


OFFERED: Photo and magazine collection 
(TV, movie, music, soaps). Send SASE for list. Eliz- 
abeth Southern, 4070 Deamon Ct, Winston Salem, 
NC 27101. 7-9/4 
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guests will think you an insufferable 
geek. 


More attractive, sculpturesque 
treatments are available from Tectum, 
Systems Development Group, RPG Dif- 
fusor, RoomTunes, Illbruck (Sonex) and 
Acoustic Sciences, but the better these 
products look, the more they tend to 
cost. If you don’t mind form getting 
whipped by function, you can achieve 
similar ends with household treat- 
ments —a comforter hung on the wall, 
for instance — for less money. (Better to 
be a geek with laserdisc money.) Other 
household furnishings can be beneficial; 
stocked bookcases and even plants can 
help diffuse sound. 


Speaking of bookcases, despite the 
name, bookshelf speakers are rarely de- 
signed to actually sound good in a book- 
shelf or mounted to a wall (some of RDL 
Acoustics’ products are a notable excep- 
tion). Speakers in the surround role can 
get away with it because Pro-Logic rolls 
off bass below 100 Hz and treble above 
seven kilohertz in the surround channei. 
Not so with the front speakers; I recom- 
mend speaker stands, because they offer 
great flexibility in placement. 

Furniture and electronics have just 
recently begun to coexist peacefully, and 
several equipment manufacturers have 
teamed up with furniture makers to fur- 
ther the integration of home and home 
theater. There’s no doubt in my mind 


WANTED: Your old videos, anything animated, 
SF, and short runned. Paying up to $15. Send 
descriptive eeenly: speed, etc.) letter. Larry 
Slominsky, 45 Twin Pines Dr, Apt 7A, Brooklyn, NY 
11239. 7-9/4 


OFFERED: Journey to the Unknown, Into 
the Unknown, Other World (all 8), One Step 
Beyond (all 96). SASE to Jim Boeckmann, 2782 
Hazelton Ct, Cincinnati, OH 45251. 7-9/4 


OFFERED: 1950s police, Western etc. on 
VHS. SASE for list. R.R. Schurch, 6525 MacArthur 
Dr, Lemon Grove, CA 91945. Or call (619) 
286-5151. 5-11/4 


SERVICES 


OFFERED: Digital foreign video conversion, 
$20 per tape up to 3 hours include shipping. Sem 
Video, 900 Chestnut St, Reading, PA 19602. (610) 
372-3228. 5-11/4 


OFFERED: Digital video conversions, PAL/ 
SECAM/NTSC, $15 plus $3 S/H. 24-hour turn- 
around. Video editing service. Custom editing 
of weddings/events, using Video Toaster, from $49. 
Simar, 8127 Willowdale Ct, Springfield, VA 22153. 
Phone (703) 866-3648. 11-9/4 





EDITING EQUIPMENT 


FOR SALE: Title Rerine for mixer owners. 
Twenty-five 8 1/2 x 11-inch black on white popular ti- 
tles. Includes 10 wedding plus heart, star, bells, 
$9.95 plus $3 S/H. Check or money order sent to 
Bob Ptacek, 22966 Springwater, Lake Forest, CA 
92630. 3-9/4 





that you could find a beautiful enter- 
tainment center for your system, even 
for a small room. However, you have to 
decide what's important to you. A 
theme of this guide has been experimen- 
tation, and prefab furniture generally al- 
lows little flexibility, particularly in 
speaker placement. 

Another theme behind this guide 
has been the profound effect environ- 
ment has on sound. I won’t burst any- 
one’s home-furnishing bubble, but I will 
issue this caveat: If you let some sales- 
person convince you to buy an outboard 
digital-to-analog converter for a subtle 
sonic improvement, only to place your 
speakers inside hardwood cabinets near 
the floor, you might just get a visit from 
the horned guy after all. And you'd de- 
serve it. a 





Vacation titles 


For a cheap, easy way to add titles to 
your vacation tapes, pick up the free 
brochures that are always available at 
national parks and other points of inter- 
est. Put your camcorder on a tripod and 
use the macro setting to capture titles 
and pictures. Robert E. Bobbitt 

Wichita, Kansas 


LASERDISCS 





FOR SALE: Preowned laserdiscs. Hundreds to 
choose from. Many Criterion and letterbox. 27% to 
60% off retail. Laser Exchange, Suite #275, 444B 
Broadway, Saugus, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010 or fax (617) 231-3599. 11-9/4 


VCRs 


FOR SALE: NEC DX5000 digital hi-fi. Dolby. 
Reasonable. JVC S-VHS-C tape adaptors, 





cheap. Alan Rogers, 47 Sycamore Way, Warren, 
NJ 07059. (908) 769-8526. 7-9/4 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WANTED: Reel-to-reel video recorders from 
1960s, especially Ampex, Concord, Craig, GE, 
Matsushita, Philips, Shibaden, Sony and Wollen- 
sak. Phone Joe (713) 467-3363. 1-11/4 


WANTED: Betaphile Recorder—photocopies of 
Volume 1, Number 4 and Volume 2, Number 2 or 
originals of Volume 1, Numbers 1-6 and Volume 2, 
Numbers 1-4. Tom Crawford, 6780 Haviland Mill 
Rd, Clarksville, MD 21029 (301) 854-3793. 5-9/4 


FOR SALE: Shrinkwrap set-up for the video 
seller/producer/renter—sealer, $44.95; 
shrinkbags, 5 cents; Styrofoam inserts, 12 cents; 
VHS/Beta labels, spine and face, 4 cents. Plastic, 
vinyl and paperboard VHS/Beta cases/slip- 
sleeves discounted. Write or call for mini-catalog. 
“That's a wrap!” Video, 3316 Ridgway St, Pit- 
tsburgh, PA 15213. (800) 473-9727. 











5- 7/4 











Vy 


VM-ES3A VM-ESSA 
VM-H38A, VM+H39A. 
VMESP1A 


VHS Camcorders 
VM-1600A, VM-2600A 
VM-S8200A 

Video Recorders 
VIM-161A VTM;270A, 
VIM:27 2A VIF-361A 
VIF-362A, VIF-370A 
VIF-462A VIS-772A 


Hitachi Projection TV 
AGEX3B 5QUX15K 
46EX4K 50SX5P 
A6UX12B S5EX7K 
46UX13K, 60SX3B) 
S5OEX6K 60SX4K. 
50UX14B, 

Call For 13"-35" Prices! 


MX-1 Digital 

Video Mixer 

4 input switcher, dual TBC's, 
over 200 digitaleffects and 
more! 


Sound Mixer Editmaker, 
Processor Plus Titlemaker 
Graphie Libraries. Thumbs Up, 


Video Equalizer 





VHS-C Camcorders 
GRAW1 GR‘AX50 
GR-AX25 GR-M7 PRO. 
GRAX35. GR-SX90 
GR-AX55. GRSZL 
GR-AX75 

Video Recorders 
HRJ200 HR-VP606 
HRJ400. HRVP700 
HRJ404 HRS4700 
HRJ6OO HR:S4900 
HR-DX62 HR-S6900 
HR-VP604 


NV-55BX4 
55" 16:9 Stereo 
Projection Television 


VL-L290U VL-HX10 
VLL63U VL-E3O 
VUNA VL-HL100 


North America's, Largest LCD. 
Projection Dealer 


TUNDRA\ 


VHS-C #1. Lux #4.0x Zoom 


Discount Prices 


ucs2 
UCSS. 
ucss 

Ai DIGITAL 
l2 


We Carry All 
Accessories 


Toshiba 

CX35C80/81 . CF30C50 
CX35C60. CF30C40 
CF35C40 CF27C50 
€X32C80/81 .. CF27C40 
CF32C50 CF27C30 
CF32C40 


Large Selection 


1-800-4 


8mm Camcorders 
Pro-808, Pro-883HB 
Pro-830 Pro-930. 
Pro-840 

VHS Camcorders 
CC-412 CC-540 
€C-507 

Video Recorders 
VR-319 VR-664HF, 
VRS01 VR667HF. 
VR-601HF VR+720HF 
VR-658HF VR-8OOHF 


G-34169ET 

16x9 Wide Aspect Tube 
Contemporary Console with 
Digital Special Effects! 

Call For 13"-35" Prices! 


RupSNI 


Discount Prices 
Large Selections 
Call For 

Brands and 

Low 

Prices! 


23-VCRS 


Orders Only (8277) 


Customer Inquiries 
and Service 


24 Hour Fax Line 


Sony CCD-TRS05E 


Hi-8mm Camcorder 
with Steady Shot! 


Also Available in PAL/SECAM: 


VCR ¢ Television ¢ Camcorders } 


120-Watt Pro Logic 
Receiver 


On-Screen display, programmable 
remote control, DSP- digital signal 
processing, digital equalizer, digital expansion and much more! 


5-Disc Player with 
Custom Memory 
DSP-digital signal processing, 
optical digital output, variable 


line output, and much more! 


6-Motor Drive Auto 
Reverse Cassette Deck 
Quick reverse, blank skip, fine bias 


adjustment, Dolby B/C, double auto reverse and much more! 


& Audio is 
North 
America’s 
Largest 
Distributor 
Of Sony Tape 
VHS 

















Replacement Batteries 
Tripods 

Microphones 

Wireless Microphones 
Video Lights 

External Batteries 
Editors. 

Processors 

and Much More! 


ee ee 


kara’ 
*h, Defective exchanges may.be made within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization, All returned merchandise must be in new condition and include packaging and printed material in original unaltered condition. Returns may be subject to a restocking fee.Shipping and 
*. handling charges non+refundable. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling Is extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within 150 mile radius. If you wish to drive to the stores, 
-» please phone ahead to check the in-store price. *Ask for details. Colonel Video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Bivd., Houston, TX 77058 
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Toto 


The Source for Camcorders, 
VERS, TVS, Video Editing and 
Multimedia Equipment 


For Visa, Mastercard and Discover phone orders, 


@ 


Fe cen ess eae 


4 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


Out-of-State or Upstate N.Y. 
(EST) Sun-Thurs: 8-Midnight; Fri: 8AM-4PM 


In NY & for General info—or if Toll-Free lines are busy 
(EST) Sun-Thurs: 8-Midnight; Fri: 8AM-4PM, Closed Sat 





FREE =- YW 
EXTENDED Gar iz fA rR. IN THE CONTINENTAL USA | 
ALUE FREE w/purchase of any Camcorder or Editing System t 


pie, “—1_ 


PLEASE REFER TO COUPON #VMG0894/1 WHEN ORDERING 





Hi-Fi Stereo 
Camcorder 


Professional 
Multi-Function 
Super-VHS 
Editing System 


e AG-1970 


Hi-fi stereo Camcorder features built-in 
wide angle lens, 10:1 zoom lens, 
remote and color viewfinder 
(SON-4361) 


* Color Viewfinder * 12:1 Power 

Zoom Lens * 1 Lux * Hot Shoe 

* Flying Erase Head + Fade Control 

* 8-Function Remote (PAN-5404) 

Also Avail: PV-1Q204, PV-IQ304, PV-IQ504 


sz | 


Make your next video production soar to new heights! 
This professional S-VHS editing system features two 
AG-1970 S-VHS editing VCRs plus the AG-A96 editing 
controller. Together they let you produce insert 
and assemble edits plus audio dubbing & much more! 


Digital Video Mixer 


8mm ViewCam 
with 3" Color LCD 2-Hour S-VHS 


Camcorder 


3-CCD SVHS-C 
Camcorder 


* Four-input Switcher 
* Frame Synchronizer with Dual TBC 





* 270 Variable Angle Recording 
* 8X Power Zoom 

* Self Recording Function 

+ Auto Exposure 

(SHA-3) 
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* Digital Generator with over 200 effects 


* Three %" CCDs 


+ 530 Lines Horizontal Resolution 
* 10:1 2-Speed Zoom Lens 
+ High Res. Color Viewfinder 
* Digital Mix/Digital Still 
(PANI-3) 


* Broadcast Quality 
* Breakthrough Price! 


(VDN-18) 


Circle 47 on Reader Service Card. 


* Over 400-Line Resolution * 12:1 Power 
Zoom Lens + Hi-Fi Stereo for Recording 


+ Superb Color Reproduction * Low Light Capability 


+ Time/Date Generator (PANI-455) 
Also Available: AG-195 











TUBE OR PROJECTION -THE BIGGEST TV 
SCREENS AND THE BIGGEST SELECTION! 


TOSHIBA 
















POWERVIDEO HAS AN ALL STAR LINE-UP OF FRONT 
SCREEN PROJECTORS WITH IMAGES UP TO 250 INCHES. 









Pan asonic I bought my friend’s VCR and camcorder from Powervideo. Not ‘CA INX@X@) 24D) al oc) 
INIDIORSTE TNE only were the prices great, but the people were very helpful x Ss ONY 


with which items would work best for us. They even delivered CCD-TRBOSE 


today and > everything the next day, just in time for his birthday! 
check 


out our ‘ | ‘ LASER DN 
else pel ac PLAYERS 















HI-Fl STEREO : Jog Control with 
Hi-Fi Stereo - re 
SO) nO) Nie NES) R-56900, HR-S4900, HR-VP710, HR-VP618 Powervideo has all the famous 
GREAT SOUND-—GREAT DEALS Se SONY brands in laser disc players at the 
from Kenwood, Sony, & Technics ? Industrial Hi-Fi Stereo lowest prices possible. 
induding cassettes, CDs, surrqund $v0-1410, SV0-1610 


==] sound processors & =: 
THX |.A/V receivers 


[IC (boxer soma] 


*LOGgic 
DING Hi-Fi Stereo Hi-Fi Stereo The ultimate 
M-650, M-660, M-760 PV-S4480, PV-S4366, PV-4462 accessory 


_S PEAKERS jaa connection 
causa for chargers, 
Ne || tripods, 
lights, filters, 
lenses, microphones, soft and 
hard cases, under water housings, 
tapes, cables, 
and much more. 









PV-10204 
















TOSHIBA. @)Panasonic 
































A great 
combination: MX-1 | 
Editor/Mixer & TM 2000 Titler 


Panasonic 
A new star combination: 
WJ-AVE7, 
and the 

WJ-AVE] Titler 
























Score big with 
the Bose Acoustimass 
Series speakers or 
our complete line-of 
JBL sound effects 
and THX speakers 


{ 


GR-SZ7 







HIGH QUALITY 
A CABLES 





FOR ALL PRODUCTS WE SELL LINER GR-AX37, GR-AX75, & GR-AX70 


All products are factory sealed — 
no demos or refurbished goods. 
Overnight service also available. 


No surcharge for check, money 
order, C.0.D. or credit card. 


All quoted prices a are f for mail order Lens 










A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 


1-800-877-2900 


4413 Bluebonnet Drive, Stafford, Texas 77477 © Open M-F 8:30am - 8:30pm; SAT 10am - 5pm; SUN 12 noon - 5pm (CST) 
Circle 48 on Reader Service Card. 










Call for VM-H71, 
VM-H57, VM-H59, & VM-H38 












ALF 


WE’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 







PRO- 
COLOR 
ANALYZER 


It's VIDEO 
Magazine's gift when 
you mail in your 
reader service card 
this month. 

















Simply circle #195 on 
VIDEO Magazine's reader 
service card and mail it back 
to us. Circle the numbers of 
the advertisers whose pro- 
ducts interest you most so 
you can receive further infor- 
mation from them. We'll 
make sure you get it AND 
we'll send you your FREE 
Pro-Color Analyzer. 











JERROLD e TOCOM e ZENITH 
OAK ¢ PIONEER ¢ HAMLIN 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 











The Pro-Color Analyzer is a 
special filter that lets you 
adjust your TV picture at 
home the same_ brightness 
and color balance setting as 
those originating at the 
broad- cast source -- just like 
the pros. 







HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 






Don't forget to circle the 
numbers of only those 


ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE advertisers whose products 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. are of interest to you. And 


CABLE WTF eia feleky a remember to use VIDEO's 
reader service card every 

10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 month to stay up to date on 
NO FLORIDA SALES all the great products and 


services from our advertisers. 





FOR ORDERS ONLY 

























Circle 49 on Reader Service Card. 





ONE CALL 
GEES TP ALL! 


AV RECEIVERS - SEPARATES CAMCORDERS - VCR’S - TV'S 
SPEAKERS - CD'S - BOOK SHELF-CAR = HOME THEATER - PROJECTION 
PORTABLE - THX - PRO LOGIC LASER - INDUSTRIAL - INTERACTIVE 






























SLR’S - POINT ‘N SHOOT - 35mm LENSES 
PROFESSIONAL GEAR - ENLARGERS - TRIPODS 
BINOCULARS - TELESCOPES 





All Audio, Video & Photo Accessories 
Phones, Dictation, Radar, (B's & More 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS! 


Authorized dealer for all manufacturers. 





(1-800-663-5255) 


Open - 7 days - 7am— 6pm PST 
W. 418 Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 


Circle 50 on Reader Service Card. 














VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 











VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


To place an advertisement in VIDEO Magazine's Classifieds: 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Payment must accompany advertisement. We accept checks, money orders 
and Mastercard/Visa. NOTE: ADVERTISERS USING A P.O. BOX NUMBER 1X 6X 12X 
MUST INCLUDE PERMANENT STREET ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 
AND CONTACT PERSON'S NAME FOR VIDEO MAGAZINE’S RECORDS. AD- 


DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT: 


Per Inch: 


VERTISEMENTS RECEIVED WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT BE 


ACCEPTED. 


All advertisements are subject to Publisher's approval. VIDEO Magazine is not 
responsible for typographical errors. No “regular” advertisements will be al- 
lowed for the exchange, rental, trade, or sale of videotapes due to the potential 


$535 $514 $462 
Camera ready art required and pre-payment. 


Please mail all advertising copy to: 
VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 


problem of copyright infringement. No advertisement will be accepted which of- ISSU 


fer for sale products or services that have been illegal because they infringe on 
copyright protection or other forms of property ownership. 


Advertisers must guarantee publisher that none of the materials and/or services 
sold through the advertisement violates any federal laws. Any violators will be 


barred from future advertising in the magazine. 


WORD ADVERTISEMENT: 
Per Word: $6.00 (15 word minimum) 


460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

(212) 947-6500, FAX (212) 947-6727 
= 














RESERVE MAT. 
November 1994 9/1/94 9/8/94 
December 1994 9/29/94 10/6/94 
January 1995 11/3/94 11/10/94 
February 1995 11/23/94 12/1/94 





All words regardless of length, abbreviation, symbol or numeral will be counted 
as one word. P.O. Box numbers/Street address are counted as two words; City/ 


State/Zip Code are counted as two words. 


ACCESSORIES 


MAKE VIDEOS OF YOUR 35MM SLIDES. Our 
Attachment fits 46MM, 48MM, 50MM, and 52MM 
lens adapter. Specify size $18.95 Postpaid. PE- 
TERS, 1201 Sandbar Ferry Road, Beach Island, 
SC 29841. 








) REMOVE 
mw = VOCALS! 
Unlimited Backgrounds™ 
From Standard Records & CD's with the ¢ 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator™ Call for Free 
Catalog & Demo Record. 
Phone: (404)482-4189 Ext 40, 
Singer's Supply, Dept VI-1 
7984 Hightower Trail 
Lithonia, GA 30058 
24 Hour Demo/into neuen 
Line (404)482-248! 
Singer's ‘Supply - We Ht Have 


~ MAXELL 
7.49} XUI-90 
2.391 XLIS100 2. 


3.99 TI20HGX 2 T120SX__ 1.79 
DAT- “991 SVHST120 6.99 


L-750HG 
mintosc 74 11,99] HI-8-120 5. 


TAPE WORLD 





BLANK COMMERCIAL GRADE TAPE T-5 TO 
T-10 $1.00 EA. T-15 TO T-30 $1.35 EA. FOR 
LONGER LENGTH CALL (610) 434-4653 OR 
WRITE TO VHS TAPE WAREHOUSE 1013 SO. 
FOUNTAIN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA. 18103. WE 
SHIP UPS, COD. 


PRO JVC LICENSED PRODUCT 
ALL SIZES VHS/SVHS 
FROM $1.70 
ORDERS 800-307-5215 








SONY “HI 8” METAL-P $3%, 


#P6-120HMPX [=] 1028 « 100250 


120 minutes 
USED TAPES. | * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Bulk erased. + Quantities Limited 
* California Orders add sales tax 
+ S/H $4.00 per order *« NO COD 


Includes 
storage box. #VCU-1 


ToL. FREE 1-800-826-5432 vs.mc.DS 
ALL ELECTRONICS - PO. Box 567 Van Nuys, CA 91408 


CATALOG 














BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


OFFBEAT VIDEO SOURCEBOOK Describes 
1,200+ Sources for 200,000+ Videos. $19.95.1972 
N.E. Third Street, #252E, Bend, Oregon 97701 


Books Of Photography and Art Celebrating 
Beauty And Grace By Graham Ovenden, David 
Hamilton, Sally Mann, Jock Sturges, Irine lonesco, 
Jan Saudek, Ron Oliver, a.o. $2 Catalog. Ophelia 
Editions, P.O. Box 2377-V, New York, NY 10185. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! EARN $50-$300 DAILY, 
USING YOUR CAMCORDER. FREE INFORMA- 
TION! PLEASE CALL 1-900-773-7377-EXT2031. 
EACH CALL $3.00 FIRST MINUTE $2.00 ADDI- 
TIONAL. MUST BE 18+ WCE COMPANY 


VOICE MAIL DATING. Become A Site Operator. 
For Our Singles/Dating Network And Earn 
$3,000-$5,000 MO! SPECTRUM, Box 6457-V, 
Burbank, CA 91510. 


CABLE 


CABLE DESCRAMBLERS, Test Turn-On Kits, 
Bullet Stoppers. Call everyone else, then call us for 
your lowest price. We repair, and pay cash for your 
cable equipment. No Florida sales. 305-425-0751. 


PREVENT DESCRAMBLER DAMAGE - 
DON’T BITE THE BULLET!!!! Snooper Stopper 
Data Pulse Blocker $34.95 - Data Blocker with 
Dual Surge Protection $54.95 -Remote Control A/B 
Switch $39.95 - Video—Connections, Inc. 
1-305-741-7284. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 
video tape copy protection, caused by copy guard, 
on pre-recorded tapes $54.95 - Video Connec- 
tions, Inc. 1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS, Jerrold, Oak, Scien- 
tific Atlanta, Zenith and many others. New MTS 
stereo addon: Mute and volume ideal for 400 and 
450 owners! VISA/MC/AmEx 1-800-826-7623. 
B&B INC. 3584 Kennebec, Eagan, MN 
55122. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS JERROLD ® , ZE- 
NITH, PIONEER, OAK, Scientific Atlanta, and 
many more. 12 years experience gives us the AD- 
VANTAGE VISA/MC AMEX COD. ADVANTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1-800-952-3916 1125 
Riverwood Dr., Burnsville, MN 55337. 





























REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Universal 
Box. Works on all Jerrolds and Pioneer Systems. 
Mega Electronics 1-800-676-6342 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Jer- 
rolds, Pioneer, Oak. Replacements for most 
models. Quality, Price and Service. Visa M/C. 
Dealer Inquiries invited. EAGLE ELECTRONICS 
INC. 1-800-259-1187, Number One, 1301 
Railhead Blvd., Naples, FL 33963 








Cable TV Converters! Jerrold, Scientific, 
Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer, Oak...Excellent 
Prices! Personable Service! 30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee! INNOVATIVE ELECTRON- 
il INC. 1-800-493-5474. Ask for John or 
Bill. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS:! Build your 
own Descrambler for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN 
EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List and 
FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTH- 
ING To Try, Included. Send $10.00 to: INFORMA- 
TION FACTORY, P.O. Box 669, Seabrook, Texas 
77586. For C.0.D.'S 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS 
& DESCRAMBLERS. 

Wholesales welcome! Call today for free catalog! 
PERFORMANCE ELECTRONICS INC. 
233 North 48th. Lincoin, NE 68504-3512. 

Suite MBE, 1-800-815-1512 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER. Eliminates all 
video tape copy protection. $39.95. TWH ELEC- 
TRONICS, 708-481-5295. 


Cable TV Descramblers 


We offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments ... 















GALT, INC. 
CALL 800-487-2225 
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Suite 310 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
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The nationwide source 
for cable TV equipment. 











TV Cable Descrambiers 
and Converterters Catalog. 
Open Every Day! 









MEGA ELECTRONICS 


wet 1-SO0-6G76-6342 Mra 


21 South Main Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787 


Tt Hebe Cotte Ne Bae cee rence ee owe 
connect to the world's best cable TV programming. Now you 
on, Coes Bia cei vice at So hire 


UNJAM NOW WITH 
= 
STAR ELECTRONICS; £287 Connectors 


1-800-282-4336 ibe 


eg.) =] Wt 3 DIRECT 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! * 30 DAY FREE TRIAL! 


Now you can tune-in to your 
favorite cable TV programming 
and SAVE 100's—EVEN $1000's 
on premium 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


Converters * Descramblers « Filters 


FREE Cable TV Catalog 
aaea’) N\A N 


MODERN ELECTRONICS 


1-800-906-6664 


2125 S. 156th CIRCLE ¢ OMAHA, NE 68130 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


© Quantity Discounts ° 24 Hour Shipping 
¢ Save Money Don't Rent 


NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 





Call Us Last For Best Price 
1-800-677-0321 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCI - NO FLORIDA SALES 














CABLE TV 
Converters & Descramblers 
*Tocom * Oak 


*Jerrold *SA 


*Zenith * More 


| Why tolerate unbearable, monthly 
cable fees when you can buy for 
less at Multi-Vision? 














800-835-2330 
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CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


JERROLD, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA, ZENITH, PIONEER, TocoM, OAK, HAMLIN, PANASONIC, EAGLE, STARCOM 


% ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL PRODUCTS IN WRITING! 
* Buy 2 SAVE 10% ON SECOND UNIT. 


* ECTRONICS 


7914 W. Dovcs Rp #334 Omana, NE 68114 


PLAZAC SALES INC. 


Cable TV Converters Plus Panasonic, Scientific 


Atlana, Jerrold, Pioneer and more. Professional 


Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty - Ship 
Cc.o.D. op one implying theft of service will be 
declined sales. Sorry, no New Jersey sales. Dealers 


Wanted. —__ PLAZAC SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 


FREE Catalog 


Converters & Descramblers 
30-Day Guarantee 
8 Best Prices*Best Warranties 


MasterCard*Visa 


Discover*Amex*COD 


Show Time Cable 


643 N 98th St STE 260 
Omaha, NE 68114 


1-800-643-4258 
















VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS | 





Cable Equipment 
Free Catalog 
Stargate SST Authorized Dealer 
Compatible with 
Jerrold ¢ Scientific Atlanta * Pioneer 
MC. ¢ Visa * Disc. * AMEX * COD 
30 Day Money Back Guarantee 















10% Restocking Fee! 


1 Year Warranty 
Distributors Unlimited 
3825 South Campbell 


STE 194 
Springfield, MO 65807 


1-800-967-2603 








rancepts inc 

Box 49503-VM 

A MN 55449 
Fl used in’ your.araa when calling 


eAEAS eo 4 “B0()-5 35-1843 
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Look 


to the 

Future 

with your own 
Calle Conuerter 
& Descramller! 


od ) 


| (omy: =e Oe a 


WEST COAST ELECTRONICS 
For Information: 818-709-1758 
q Catalogs & Orders: 800-628-9656 


No Calitornia 


Sales 





STOP JAMMING 
ME! 


If you rent video tapes 
they're jamming you foo. 


When playing back rented movies you will 
notice annoying flashes, streaks, jitters. This 
is caused by copy protection jamming 
embedded in the video. The MVE2000 will 
spot and completely eliminate Macrovision 
and all current copy protection giving you a 
crystal clear picture. 


Guaranteed - 1 year - 30 Day Money Back 


DESCRAMBLER LIQUIDATION! 


FREE CATALOG! 
Hamlin Combos $44, Oak M35B $60 (min. 5), etc. 


ELIMINATES ALL COPY PROTECTION 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR’s, Beta 
* Comnletely Automatic no adjustments 
* Digital state of the art 


MVE2000 - $59.95 with 9 voit 
MVE3000 - $79.95 with AC power 
10 % Restocking Fee 
Add $6.00 S/H 
We ship retail orders 3-day 
select services 


Order Toll Free 


1-800-967-2603 


Or 402-334-3292 
Distributors Unlimited 


643 N. 98th Street, STE 254 Omaha, NE 68114 


4 
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FREE 
CATALOG! 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


NU-TEK 


ELECTRONICS 


3250 Hatch Rd. Suite 1C 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 





Intelestar enhances and stabilizes 
virtually any video signal. Guaranteed 
to eliminate all copy protection. 


¢ Works on all TV's, VCR's, 
Beta & Cable 

¢ Automatic, no adjustments 

¢ Digital, state-of-the-art 

° 2 year warranty 


VISION ELECTRONICS 


1-800-562-2252 
2125S. 156th CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 


® EQUIPMENT. 


All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 

discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 

accepted. No Illinois orders. 
L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 

1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 

We Accept MasterCard and Visa 

-800-542-8190 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 





q CABLE T.V. 




















—_ 


ey) — | a — 


MULTI-MEDIA 


fo) ed 





* Descramblers/Converlers 
+ Laser Pens & Voice Mail Systems 


* Digital On-Hold Announcers 
+ Bullel Protectors & Immunizers 





1-800-833-2915 


Buy Where The Dealers Buy * Guaranteed! 
Buy 2 Save 10% on a Second Unit! 
FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS SERVICE 


conse UN Fm 


Maximize your enjoyment! The clearest 


icture possible 
hela Rite Guaranteed 


playing back movies! 
* No--Rolls / Jitters / Flickers / Fading 

* Video Level Display Indicator--Exclusive! 

* Gold Video Connectors & Cables Included 

+ Adjustable Output Control - Multi Output 

* Color Defeat Switch - Stops Colorized Movies! 


* Money Back Guarantee 95 
* Best Picture Output VX-100 $69. 


SVS! Model vxs-200 $99.2 “Ps 
"Don't Settle for Less" 


AUDIO COMP ~ 


ALLAN TO 
audio oe, 
* * hd 


Cacia 


oe Sal 


Govern Your Sound 
* Stabilizes Low or High Volume PESTS ORS Ae: 
* Home Theatre or Stereo Systems 
* Stops the CRACKS and POPS & BOOM from AUDIO 
* ENDS COMMERCIAL AUDIO INCREASE 
* Adjustable Range Controls 
* RAVE REVIEW FROM VIDEO MAGAZIN 


AC-1 $99.% Order Both & SAVE !!! 


Plus Shipping COMBO PACK#1 $149.% 


or 194 















Polaris Industries MADE IN USA 
Same Day Shipping 800-752-3571 
{VISA /MC/DISCOVER/ COD | A Comey Tole TS Were] e Re 141 w. wieuca Ra. Atlanta, GA 3034; 


FREE CATALOG! 1-800-648-7938 
JERROLD HAMLIN OAK ETC 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


Special Dealer Prices! « Compare our Low Retail Prices! 
© Guaranteed Prices & Warranties! ¢ VISA/MC/AmEx 
© Orders From Stock Shipped Immediately except to NV 


REPUBLIC CABLE PRODUCTS, INC. 
4080 Paradise Rd #15, Dept. 240 Las Vegas, NV 89109 
For all other information - (702) 362-9026 


DUPLICATIONS 


IF YOU NEED VIDEO TAPES DUPLICATED 
OR FOREIGN TAPES CONVERTED, CALL 
HIGH-TECH PRODUCTIONS, TOLL FREE 
1-800-662-8332 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS $24.95 
NTSC/PAL/SECAM, DIGITAL PROCESS 
VCR SERVICE CENTER, 2298 NW 2ND AVE., 
SUITE 16, BOCA RATON, FL. 33431 
1-800-429-9040 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY FAST TURN- 
AROUND! VHS, SVHS, 8MM, Hi-8MM, Beta, 3/4” 
(SP), BetaCam(SP), 1". ALL FORMATS.ALL 
WORLDWIDE STANDARDS. GAVS, 
1-800-447-2855. 


~ EDUCATION/INSTRUCTIONS _ 


LEARN VCR REPAIR. GREAT PROFITS. HOME 
STUDY. P.C.D.1., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. FREE LIT- 
ERATURE. 800-362-7070 DEPT.VRK619. 


CATALOGS 


TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COL- 
LECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, PLAYBOYS, ETC. 
CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107- 
VM GLEN OAKS, NY 11004 
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For The Latest In 
Todays Most Wanted 
PANT Cs Come Ce Xe) 


Electronics 





VIDEO SEARCH.....We obtain hard-to-find 
films. 5 searches-S5 & sase. Video Finders, 
1770 N.Highland, #721V, L.A., CA 90028 





1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES /SOUNDTRACK 
LPS! Video Catalogue---$1.00. Descriptive Cata- 
logue--$9.95. Soundtracks---$1.00. RTS/VE91, 
Box 93897, Las Vegas, Nevada 89193 


RARE TV SHOWS! Programs from the 1940s 
through last night unavailable elsewhere! Call 
“The TV Connection” - (818) 709-8813 


BRITISH T.V. & FILM 400 PAGE 6000 TITLE 
CATALOG $10.00. $5.00 REFUNDABLE. LAUGH- 
ING HOUSE, P.O. BOX 8572, ANAHEIM, CALI- 
FORNIA 92812-0572 


FOR SALE 


REPLICA SWISS WATCHES 18KT Goldplated! 
Lowest Prices! 2Y Warranty! Heavy Weight! Water- 
proof! Submarines, Daytonas...! (404) 682-0609 











FOREIGN VIDEO 
CONVERSIONS 


DIGITAL FOREIGN TRANSFERS, ANY 
LENGTH TAPE, $23.50 FLAT RATE, NO EXTRA 
CHARGES, NO GIMMICKS, JUST QUALITY 
WORK FOR THE LAST TWELVE YEARS! VISA/ 
MC/AMEX. PHOTOSOURCE INCORPORATED, 
18464 KUYKENDAHL, SPRING, TX 77379 
1-800-288-6163. 


PAL/SECAM/NTSC.ALL STANDARDS-ALL 
FORMATS! PROFESSIONAL QUALI- 
TY,QUICK TURNAROUND. GEORGIA AUDIO 
VIDEO SERVICES, 1-800-447-2855. 


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


ATTENTION 

Effective with the July 1994 issue VIDEO 
Magazine will no longer carry ANY adver- 
tisements for adult materials in newsstand 
copies or copies mailed to our subscribers 
who have not specifically requested our 
sealed adult section. If you.are a subscriber 
and wish to receive this section please 
write to: VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th 
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10001 and state: ‘I am 
over 21 years of age and I want to receive 
VIDEO Magazine's sealed adult section."’ 
You must sign your letter. You must also in- 
clude either your subscriber label or exact 
match code and address from your label in 
your correspondence. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to begin service. 




















NEW! Family Fun Video. Watch as hundreds of 
families participate in the Summer of ‘93 with 
dance, music, water activities and much more! 
Three 2 hour volumes for only $75. Send for FREE 
exciting PREVIEW tape! JLF, P.O. Box 46, Be- 
thlehem, PA. 18016. Money Back Guarantee. 
(Non-Adult Material.) 








LASER DISCS 


(OR PIO IN cl cd ey 


| Po Py-y » Sy. 
Rath tol BS 


WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 
Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 
Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 44 


* 10% discount on all titles Years in 
* Free UPS Shipping in Business 
Continental U.S. (2nd Day Air Only) 
+ Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 

1-714-892-2283 

Ken 1-800-624-3078 

Crane's INCA 1-800-626-1768 


1 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 


Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. 








+ 12% OFF LASERDISCS * 
THE LASER IMAGE ... SINCE 1980 
5000 Discs + Pioneer Equipment Dealer 
PH: (303) 586-8360 + Fax: (303) 586-2728 


LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATA- 
LOG. LASER EXCHANGE SUITE #275. 444B 
BROADWAY, SAUGUS, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010. 


LASERDISCS LARGE SELECTION, LOW 
PRICES! PLAYERS, RECEIVERS, ETC. WE BUY 
LASERDISC. CALL LASEREX (415) 493-4166 
FAX (415) 493-8149 


FREE SAMPLE - Laser Disc Newsletter Re- 
views,News, Ads, and More. (800) 551-4914, FAX 
(516)594-9304.P.0. Box 420, East Rockaway, NY 
11518. 


USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. 
Save Money. FREE CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 Pros- 
pect #221, San Jose, CA 95129 


* 20% OFF NEW RELEASES * 
LOWEST PRE-ORDER PRICES 
Volume Discounts. Clearance Specials. 
ACCESSORIES ALSO AVAILABLE. 
Dallas Digital (Videoquest) 

(214) 987-4744, FAX (214) 987-3544 























3STAR WARS MOVIES USED/LBX/CLV(NOTTHX)$75 


plus $3 S&H. Offer good while supplies last or'til 12/94!! 


ATTENTION NEW LASERDISC 
PLAYER OWNERS! 


Call us within 3 months of buying a new Laserdisc Player (from 
any dealer! - we just need a dated copy of your invoice), 
|& we'll give you a one day 20% OF F LV SHOPPING SPREE!! 
(Limited to domestic titles that have already been released.) 
Above offers expire 12/94. 

DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE 15%-20% OFF 
CAV Reg. $99.95 Sale $79.96 / CLV Reg. $29.95 Sale $25.46 
ALADDIN 15-20% OFF 
CAV LBX THX Reg. $49.95 Sale $39.96 / CLV Reg. $29.95 Sale $25.46 
(The CLV version of Aladdin is not letterboxed & not THX) 
JURASSIC PARK 20% OFF 
CAV Reg. $74.95 Sale $59.96 / CLV Reg. $44.95 Sale $35.96 

(Both versions Letterboxed THX) 
+$3 S&H Offers good until 9/30/94. Due Sept-Oct 1994 
Get daily used disc updates + more! Join our Computer BBS! 
1000'S OF NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 
WE BUY WHOLE COLLECTIONS!! 
NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR TOO 
SMALL FOR US!! 1 DISC OR 10,000! 
IMPORTS, CD-I, CD-ROM & KARAOKE, TOO!! 
We ship only to North American & APO/FPO addresses 
. ht Mass. Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
IBN. Call or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 


ound 67894-8633 fac617894-9329 { a 
27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 toeervieten 


















MISCELLANEOUS 


BEAUTIFUL JAPANESE LADIES! We'll Intro- 
duce you! Photos, Descriptions. application, $2.00: 
Japan, Box 20323-V, SunValley, NV 89433 


BEAUTIFUL LADIES, worldwide, want corre- 
spondence, friendship. marriage. Sample photos 
free! Hermes, Box 110660/A, D-10836 Berlin, Ger- 
many 


ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Over- 
seas, Sincere, Attractive. World's #1 Service! Free 
Details. Photos!) SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-ZR, Kailua- 
Kona, Hawaii 96745. (808) 325-7707 


Pearls Of The Orient Beautiful, English Speak- 
ing want to write you. Details. Color Photos. FREE 
LIVE VIDEOS AVAILABLE. (#1 In Service Since 
1979) Pal. Blanca, CO 81123 0200 (719) 379-3228 
24HRS. 


RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, educated, 
seek companionship. Free color photo brochure! 
Russia76: P.O.B. 888851; Atlanta, GA 30356; 
(404) 458-0909. 


THAI/ASIAN WORLDWIDE ladies desire life- 
mates! FREE brochure: TAWL, P.O. Box 937(V) 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-0937, (808) 329-5559 


MEET WOMEN WORLDWIDE! Free 32 page 
photo catalog! CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 190VM 
Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, Hawaii 96755. 1(408) 
980-7488. 


ATTRACTIVE JAPANESE WOMEN, other 
Asians seek friendship/marriage! Pacific Century, 
110 Pacific Ave. #208-GB, San Francisco, CA 
94111, 816-942-1668. 


JAPANESE, ASIANS, EUROPEANS seek 
friendship, correspondence! All Ages! Free infor- 
mation: Inter-Pacific, Box 304-A, Birmingham, MI 
48012. 


LATIN EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN BEAUTIES 
Want Romance/Marriage. Free 56 Page Catalog. 
LatinEuro Introductions, Box 26750-VI, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL. 33320 1-305-858-7766. Anytime. 



































OVERSEAS EQUIPMENT 


MULTI-STANDARD TVs, VCRs, PAL, CAM- 
CORDERS, WORLDWIDE USE, ASMARA 
OVERSEAS ELECTRONICS, 5568 Sepulveda 
Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90230. PHONE: 
(310) 398-0080. (800) 723-4646. 


SATELLITE 
SATELLITE TV 


NEW! SMALL DISH ONLY $899 
FREE catalog lists a great new small 





The Cable | dish with 200 channel capacity. Easy 
Alternative| 30 minute installation. Beat high 


cable prices ae get more channels! 
inc. 
Nepreanieenee 800-472-8626 


GET SOUND FOR YOUR VideoCypherll. No 
Codes Needed. $19.95. Nassirian, Box 382H, Rio 
Linda, CA 95673. 


SATELLITE TV (ea 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems » Upgrades * IRDs » Movers * Feeds 
LNBs * 3' to 24’ Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
800-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 


Skyvis 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 

















SUPER VHS 


Super VHS Movies America’s #1 supplier of 
S-VHS titles All Professionally duplicated. No 
VHS owners please! 1-800-331-6304. Super 
Source Video, P.O. Box 410777, San Francisco, 
CA 94141. 


TRANSFERRING 


DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95. VIDEO- 
CASSETTE DELIVERED. QUALITY GUAR- 
ANTEED. EIGHT GREAT YEARS OF 
SERVICE. SAME DAY. A.I.V., 595 CIR- 
CLEWOOD, AURORA, OH 44202 (216) 
562-8983. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS From 
$19.95 NTSC/PAL/SECAM, VHS, S-VHS, Beta, 
Hi8. 3D Research, 20120 Route 19, Suite 105-274, 
Mars, PA 16046 TOLL FREE 1-800-735-8582 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through 
digital process. PAL/SECAM, RK VIDEO DUB INC. 
60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOODSIDE, N.Y. 
11377. 1-800-851-8514. 1-718-639-2881. 


DIGITAL CONVERSIONS - LOWEST RATES 
Guaranteed quality. All Standards/Formats. IN- 
TERVIDEO 3533 S. Archer, CHICAGO, IL 60609 
1-800-726-1315. 


HOME MOVIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
TRANSFERRED TO VIDEO. Regular 8MM, 
Super 8MM, 16MM. Special Effects, CD Quality 
Music! Photographs Taken From Video. GAV, 
1-800-447-2855. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS. PAL/ 
SECAMI/NTSC. Same Day Service. Quality Guar- 
anteed - $19.99. JMD Video Productions, 28841 
Orchard Lake Rd., Farminton Hills, MI 48334. 
(810) 358-1535 


WIRELESS CABLE 





























Quality Microwave TV Antennas 
WIRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
Ultra High Gain 50db(+) ¢ Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz: 

* 55-Channel Dish System $199.95 

* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 

* 20-Channel Dish System $124.95 


‘© Optional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
Yagi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
Call or write (SASE) for “FREE” Catalog 
Dish System P,Q. Box 8533 « Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY _ MasterCard Visa e American Express © COD's © Quantity Pricing 
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continued from page 22 


251LRs handle plenty of power. 

How do Atlantic’s ideas add up soni- 
cally? Beautifully. Technical editor Lan- 
celot Braithwaite and I were both very 
impressed by the sonic coherence of the 
system when we played Dolby Stereo 
movie soundtracks. As with the best 
THX systems, it doesn’t sound like a 
bunch of speakers — instead, sounds just 
seem to hang there in space. (Atlantic 
Technology founder Peter Tribeman 
calls this effect an “acoustic bubble.”) 
And rolling off the highs in the center 
speaker takes away the fatiguing edge 
that makes many home theater systems 
unpopular with non-enthusiasts. 

The stereo music sound was also ter- 
tific. We compared the 251LR speakers 
with several competing models, and 
even with Mirage’s $600 M490, which 
we use as a modest reference speaker. 
We liked the 251LR best on every piece 
of music we tried, save one: Jongen’s 
Symphonie Concertante, a symphony with 
organ that actually sounded best on RA 
Labs’ $179 Mini Reference. 

I also brought the 251LRs home for a 
comparison with NHT’s SuperZeros, 
which scored big in our recent budget 
speaker shootout (“High-End Sound For 
A Song,” July). I liked the SuperZero 
Better for music overall — it’s an amazing 
little speaker — but I liked the Atlantic 
system better for movies. The coherence 
of the 250 system gives an almost magi- 
cal effect to movie soundtracks that I 
haven't found with any other system in 
this price range. And the Atlantic sys- 
tem better handles the 105-decibel peaks 
of Dolby reference level. 

The Atlantic Technology 250 system 
is one of the safest recommendations I 
can make in the crowded class of $1,000 
to $1,500 home theater speaker systems. 
It combines a musical sound on stereo 
recordings with a real “you are there” 
presence on movie soundtracks. And 
that’s pretty much everything you can 
ask for. . 








Dews and don'ts 


On many Sony camcorders, the dew 
warning may continue to keep the 
equipment shut down long after the 
problem has “evaporated.” The battery 
must be removed and re-attached to re- 
set the system. James R.C. Adams, 

North Manchester, Indiana 
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MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a‘ credit card. 


1. Read the ad carefully. 


2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 


3. Check with the advertiser re- 
garding any warranties offered Gr availa- 
ble for purchase. 


4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy and a restocking charge. 


5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whem you speak. 


6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac- 
tion. If you pay by_credit card, you may 
have a. greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per- 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 
of your credit card companies. ) 


7. If you receive damaged or im- 
proper merchandise, contact the adver- 
tiser as soon as possible. 


8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 


9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers 


WHAT TO BO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 


1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or- 
der or delay notification. 


2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pav- 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc. ). 
Keep a copy for your records. 


3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 


4. If your complaint is still not re- 
solved, contact us in writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor- 
respondence and proof of payment 
along with an explanation. of what has 
transpired. 


Mail to: 
VIDEO Magazine 
Advertiser Complaint Dept. 
460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 


Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 

DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION 
1101 17th Street N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20036 

(212) 768-7277 x300 

Mail Order Action Line 

Your local postmaster, 

(Ask for the name and address of the 
appropriate “Inspector-in-Charge.") 


Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver- 
tiser. 

The Better Business Bureau. 


Your state Attorney General's office. 











———— 

















ALL MAJOR VIDEO EQUIPMENT BRANDS 
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SONY VCR's ¢ TV's © AUDIO 


CAMCORDERS + VIDEO PRINTERS oy quero il i CALL 800-247-4663 FOR YOUR 
. FREE COPY OF OUR 64 PAGE 
ANASONIC prone H © | PLANET AUDIO AND VIDEO CATALOG 


FILLED WITH SPECS AND PRICING ON 
EVERYTHING FROM CAMCORDERS TO VCR'S, 
TV'S AND ALL AUDIO AND VIDEO PRODUCTS! 

























PANASONIC VCR's The Planet Policy of Customer Satisfaction 





CAMCORDERS TV's my as Planet Electronics wants to be your source for video and audio equipment, 
EDITOR © VIDEO PRINTERS as 8 With your satisfaction in mind, we offer the best deals possible on brand- 


new merchandise and support it with full service before and after the sale. 
Our success rests on satisfied customers and we greatly value your repeat 
C. _— ne wen business and referrals. We offer no “backdoor deals”, “special prices on 
an on oe : refurbished products”, or use any “bait and switch” or “hidden charges” 
WE STOCK ALL Nai tactics, All Planet Electronics merchandise is fully factory authorized and 
: Sele s i factory sealed, brand-new merchandise that we have priced below average 
retail prices. We want our customers to get the best deal on the best mer- 
_chandise with the best service available anywhere. 


dene 
















Jvc : JVC VER's 


TV's © CAMCORDERS © CD's i — 
AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS CAMCORDER 










CASSETTE DECKS : BATTERIES \\ BOGEN TRIPODS =~ SIMA VIDEO EDITORS 
tone om — We Stock’em All ) ¢ 3124 Dolly 3144 Shoulder TITLERS * LIGHTS 
ag won oe a " \ 3016 Monopod 3179 Tri-pod MIXERS « BATTERY 


deme 


Just Call! 3116 Mini 3170 Tri- -pod REFRESHERS 





All Formats! Ca 


PHILIPS HI-FI yx <o10R 
AUDIO/VIDEQ = °=»* CITIZEN” scores AZDEN’ AZDEN VIDEO MIC’s was 
RECEIVERS MULTI CD LCD 3" COLOR MONITOR M329_~—CWADY PRO VIDEO IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE dene 0 

















PLAYERS *CD-l*DCC = =|_CD 4" COLOR MONITOR M938 ~—s MIG’. © HEADPHONES }=— AZDENLENS*REWINDERS*MIXERS 
Wideorand Audio; Planets Gott AleUust allt 


. nie onthe Planet 


» Best De 
® All the Best Products 


* Super Service 

duct Support 
: pe Factory utter ized aan ae 
° All Factory-Sealed I Merc 


* Fae Shipping within 24 Hours! 
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IN MICHIGAN CALL 1-313-453-4750 


Call with an Order or Questions Today, and Ask for a Free Catalog! — NO CREDIT GARD FEES! c= ee ae) CO 








BY MICHELLE WEST 








Health care for your VCR 





There were no VCRs when Alon Walk | thing you want? If it’s an older machine, | more features, something had to give. 
joined his parents’ repair business, | it’s probably sturdier than less costly new | Often it was the ruggedness of construc- 
L.J.W. Electronics in north Toronto, in | models, and may keep on ticking for | tion. Newer decks, says Walk, have 
1974. But there were TVs and when | years after a head replacement and a | more plastic parts than veteran ma- 
VCRs arrived, he was ready. Walk’s re- | professional cleaning. On the other | chines. Before you load a tape, tighten it 
paired his way through every generation | hand, says Walk, newer models weigh | first by sticking your finger, or a nickel, 
of deck —and camcorder and laserdisc | less and have technological improve- | in the hub and pulling the tape taut. 
player and stereo receiver—to come | ments not available a few years ago. | And load it gently — today’s plastic gears 
along since. Now he’s known as the man | They tend to have more features per | are less forgiving than the belt drives on 
to take your equipment to if there’s a | dollar, they use power more efficiently, | older VCRs. Walk sees more broken 
problem, as I’ve been doing for years. As | and they're simpler to operate. gear teeth than any other type of dam- 
a top video repairman, he’s a gold mine e Suppose there’s a tape stuck in | age. And some camcorder gears cannot 
of information about the deepest re- | your VCR? Unless you're comfortable | be replaced individually —you'll have to 
cesses of our video gear. I talked with | with removing the top and checking the | replace a whole system assembly just be- 
him recently about some of the things | tape path, this is one time you really | cause of one or two broken teeth. 





that go wrong with VCRs and camcord- | need to pop into a repair shop, because e@ Tired of watching favorite movies 
ers. Here’s his advice about the problems | you'll find it impossible to know why the | through a haze? Your recording heads 
he most frequently encounters: tape jammed. Did a problem with the | may need a good cleaning. But be care- 


| e The biggest mistake you can make | tape cause the machine to go, or did the | ful. The most important thing about 
with your camcorder is also one of the | machine go and take the tape with it? If | using commercial head cleaners is to fol- 
| easiest to make: Leaving a tape in the | the stuck tape is a rental, some video | low the instructions. If you're using a dry 
] loaded position for long periods of time. | stores will pay for the cost of removing | cleaner that recommends 10 seconds of 
Don’t do it. Changes in heat or humidity | it. If the tape is of a highly...er...personal | cleaning, that’s what you should do. 
| levels can cause the tape to stick to the | nature, and you’re embarrassed about | More is not better. You'll just sandpaper 
recording heads, so much so that you | being seen with your pants down, have a | your heads down. If you use a cleaner 


may have to replace the heads. friend drop off the machine. The repair | twice and still have problems, take the 
I @ Suppose your recording heads have | people won’t know who’s been caught | machine in for a professional cleaning. 
l seen better days and really do need to be | on the tape, although they may have a e Speaking of cleaners, what type’s 
replaced — is it better to buy a new ma- | good laugh anyway. best: wet or dry? Both are fine, says 
i chine or replace the old heads? The an- e@ Pay attention when loading a tape. | Walk, as long as you get one that has a 


i swer, says Walk, depends on how much | As consumers over the years demanded | long piece of cleaning material that is 
i! you like your VCR. Does it do every- ! less costly VCRs and camcorders with | never rewound or reused. A cleaner that 
is reused will deposit more dirt onto the 
heads than it removes after the first use. 
If you use a wet cleaner, don’t use the 
machine for at least 10 minutes after 
you’re finished to make sure all the parts 
are dry. Otherwise tape can stick inside. 

e If you’ve wondered about using 
bulk erasers, there’s no need to worry. 
Walk says he’s never seen any problems 
caused by their use. 

e If you tape Letterman and O’Brien 
every single night, or just two hours of 
soaps every afternoon, always use the SP 
speed. This will cause the tape you’re 
using to wear evenly. Never use just one 
small section of a tape over and over. 

e Try to avoid using reverse scan too 
much. Using it, says Walk, is like driving 
your car forward at 10 miles per hour and 
backward at 50 mph at the same time. 
Excessive use causes more wear and tear 
on the heads and the tapes because it in- 
creases tape tension. Work it out, 
through a judicious use of rewind and fast 
forward, so that most of your scanning is 
done in a forward direction. . 
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Put yourself 


above the rest 





The Digital Video Mixer makes 
professional features like chroma key, 
time base correction, and digital 
effects amazingly affordable! 


Four Inputs on One Screen 


Only the Digital Video Mixer gives you clean, synchronized, 
switching and mixing of video images from up to four different 


sources, including cameras, 


VCRs, and live feeds. A re- 
— a <x an 4 > 








duced image of each source 
on a single screen lets you 
view all the inputs without 
multiple monitors. 


Over 200 Digital Special Effects 


You get an incredible set of options, from simple fades and 
wipes to high-end digital effects like dissolves, zooms, picture- 
in-picture, picture flips, mosaic, strobe, freeze, solarization, 
negative, color inverse, and many more. 


Dual Field Time Base Corrector (TBC) 


The built-in TBC locks synchronized signals to a precision time 
base, rather than to one of the input sources. Transitions are 
rock-solid even if the sources are not. 











Chroma key lets you superimpose one image over another (left). Create exciting 
transitions with dissolves, wipes (above), and over 200 other digital effects. 






Chroma Key 


You can shoot an image against a selectable solid color back- 
ground and replace the background area with another image 
(the way weather maps are placed behind the forecaster on 
television). 


Broadcast Quality 


There are no compromises: The Digital Video Mixer uses the 
most advanced technology to achieve broadcast quality. It is 
both composite and S-video compatible. 


Call 1-800-338-EDIT for the name of the nearest 
dealer or authorized mail order house. Also ask 
about our “MovieMaking” seminar program. 


All Videonics products now carry a 2-year limited warranty. 


WO VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing Company 


1370 Dell Avenue 
Campbell, CA 95008 
408-866-8300 


© 1994 Videonics, Inc. Subject to change without notice. Videonics logo is a trademark of Videonics, Inc, Television screens simulated. 
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With Cinema DSP you'll be amazed 
at what comes out of the woodwork. 


Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And CINEMA’ 

footsteps crunch across your living room floor. 
No, it’s not your imagination. You’re hearing sounds placed femceate 

around the room, just as the director intended. \ © Only Yamaha 
All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. The home theater hawaand a 


technology that gives dialogue more definition. Music, more 
dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that {Ws J 
fully replicate the experience you get in multi-speaker movie 
theaters. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swear you hear sounds sain iooelos 
in places you don’t even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by multiplying the 
effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.® 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha’s unique technology that electronically recreates some of 
the finest performance spaces in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for 
placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete line of home theater components 
that outperform other comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can’t talk 


you into a system, but that doesn’t mean we can’t scare you into one. ® 
For the sales location nearest you, call 1-800-4YAMAHA. YAMAHA 


speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swear 
Music) you hear sounds in 
Effects ’ 
places you don't 
even have speakers. 









© 1994 Yamaha Electronics Corporation, USA. Cinema DSP is a trademark of Yamaha Electronics Corporation. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 


Yamaha Electronics Corporation, USA. P.O. Box 6660, Buena Park, CA 90622. 
Circle 53 on Reader Service Card. 


